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Civic groups in the desert
area are invited to use this column for announcing fairs, rodeos, conventions and other
events which have more than
mere local interest. Copy must
reach the Desert Magazine by
the 5th of the month preceding
publication. There is no charge
for these announcements.
DEC. 26 — Duck season ends in
Arizona.
DEC. 31—Quail season closes in
California desert area.
JAN. 1—New Year dances at various Indian pueblos in New
Mexico.
JAN. 1-2—Sierra Club of California to make overnight camp
at Chuckawalla springs and
hunt geodes in Chuckawalla
mountains.
JAN. 6 — Installation of Indian
governors in New Mexico
pueblos.
JAN. 7-8—Rodeo Association of
America to hold annual convention at Ojrden, Utah. Headquarters at Hotel Ben Lomond.
President, Maxwell McNutt,
Redwood City, Calif.; Secretary, Fred S. McCargar, Salinas, California.
JAN 22-23 —Buffalo hunt in
House Rock valley, Arizona.
Only 12 buffaloes to be killed.
JAN. 28-29 — Rodeo at Palm
Springs.
JAN. 28-29-30 — Rodeo at Casa
Grande, Arizona.
JAN. 29-30—Sierra Club of California to camp overnight at
Borego Palm canyon and explore Borego painted desert.

DESERT OF THE PALMS
DESCRIBED BY WRITER
Written for desert visitors who wish
to know more about the trees, flowers,
geology and geography of the Southern
California arid country, Don Admiral
of Palm Springs has just published a
56-page booklet entitled "Desert of the
Palms."
Printed in attractive style for the
Desert Magazine press, the new handbook is profusely illustrated with actual
photographs taken in the area covered.
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Ocotlllo
By CLAIRE MEYER PROCTOR
1119 N. Fifth Street
Phoenix, Arizona

This is the first prize winning photograph submitted in the November
contest of The Desert Magazine.
This is an enlargement of a photo
taken with a Recomar 18, S. S. Panchromatic film, f22, 1/50, color filter,
at noon.

tojan
By WALTER FORD
1410 Cedaredge Avenue
Los Angeles, Calif.

Winner of the second prize in the
November contest, this picture is one
of the realistic stone images found
in the Hidden Valley section of the
Joshua Tree National Monument of
Southern California. Picture was
taken with a Contax, Panatomic film,
f.6.3, 1/50, at two p.m.

By DON ADMIRAL
Desert Scientist of Palm Springs
I' 11 HIS is the story of a desert plant thai has been made
_|_ famous by misinformation.
Bisnaga, or Visnaga, the Mexicans i all it. But to a
majority of Americans it is Barrel cactus In the fiction
books it is an ever-present source of water for parched
desert travelers.
In truth, the Barrel cactus does yield a limited amount
of liquid if the top is removed and the inside tissue is
pummeled with the end of a stick or stor e. In an emergency it quenches the thirst—but I have yet to come upon
evidence of this cactus having saved the life of a thirstmaddened wanderer on the desert.
The water is there—but it is surrounded by a formidable
barrier of spines which are both strong and sharp. The
most striking thing about Bisnaga is the beautiful pattern
of its thorny fortress. For detail and harmony the spiny
network that covers this plant is one of nature's masterpieces.
The yellow flowers which appear in the spring grow in a
crown-like circle at the top, forming an exquisite picture
against a background of yellow, white, pink and red spines.
Candy makers found a commercial use for the Bisnaga.
In former days they hauled it in by the tfuckload and
made cactus candy, a sweetmeat which closely resembles
candied melon rind in flavor. Laws have now been passed
to protect the plant, but cactus candy is still a saleable
novelty—even when there is no cactus in it.

January,

1938

Before the protective regulations were passed serious inroads were made on the striking field of Bisnaga which grew
in the Devil's Cactus Garden northeast of White Water in
the Colorado desert of Southern California. Thousands upon
thousands of huge barrels, sometimes seven or eight feet
tall, grew there. Despite the work of despoilers, the garden
still contains many fine specimens of this cactus.
B'.snaga, Barrel cactus and Cylinder cactus are inclusive
terms referring lo the species of large cacti that are
cylindrical in form. The terms are most aptly applied to
Echinocaclus acanthodes (Lemaire), for it is the largest,
of widest distribution and most numerous. This species is
also known by the names of Echinocaclus cylindraceus
(Englemann ), and F erocactus acanthodes (Britton & Rose I.
Other cacti falling under the three common names of
Bisnaga. Barrel and Cylinder are the variety Rostii of
Echinocaclus acanthodes, Ferocactus Lecontei and Echinocactus Wislizeni.
Bisnaga is well equipped for life on the desert as its
internal structure is such as to allow for the storage of
moisture during the rainy season, to be used later during
the dry seasons. Its roots are not particularly strong and
often the plant is loosened and falls over. After lying
uprooted for many months in the hot desert sun, the plant,
if righted, may again grow. It is constructed somewhat
as an accordian in the sense that the plant slowly contracts
under conditions of limited moisture but during a rainy
winter will gradually expand with the storage of water
until the distended sides notifv the world that a period of
prosperity has overtaken the Bisnaga.

