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More Norge Rollator Refrigerators are sold in Imperial and Yuma Valleys than any
other make. This leadership in sales is the result of better refrigeration in the most
severe summer climate in the United States.

More Economy

And
10-year
Warranty
. . . on the rollator
compression unit you
buy today will still be
in effect in 1948. Only
Norge has this exclusive rollator mechanism, that provides more
cold than you will ever
need even in the hottest weather.

SEE T H I S AMAZING TEST....IT'S PROOF
of Norge superior cold-making powers . . . just as our own local tests have
desert home makers that only Norge gives incomparable refrigeration. More
local Norge owners at+est to the extra savings that rollator refrigeration
them every month. Ask your neighbor who owns a Norge—you will get
information on this better food-saving Norge.

proven to
than 2500
brings to
first hand

BUDGET TERM!
at I. V. HARDWAR

/ . V. HARDWARE CO.
TEM
STORES
IMPERIAL AND YUMA VALLEYS

30 Years of Successful Home Equipment!

i

Stores will s a v e y o
money
in financin
costs. Our c a r r y i n
charges a r e identic*
with F. H.A. and
carry our own contrac
—no bank, finance corf
pany, or power corr
pany to deal with.

CREED OF THE
DESERT
By JUNE LE MERT PAXTON

God ivould not give us skies of
blue,
If skies of grey were needed.
He would not choose the thorny
bush,
And leave the flower, unheeded.
No, God puts into each place
The things most needed for the
race.
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for April
MAR. 26-27—Annual district music
festival at Santa Fe, New Mexico.
APRIL 1-2-3—Eastern New Mexico
music festival at Clovis, N. M.
APRIL 5—Annual spring flower show
of the Phoenix Woman's club. Mrs.
J. A. Riggins, chairman.
APRIL 8—Arbor Day in Northern
Arizona by proclamation of Gov.
Stanford. Includes counties of Apache, Coconino, Mohave, Navajo and
Yavapai.
APRIL 9-10—Sierra Club of California
to spend weekend in Joshua Tree
National monument exploring Wonderland of Rocks, Hidden valley and
other scenic areas. Dick Freeman,
leader.
APRIL 9-17—Annual Easter week
trek of Sierra Club of California
to include visits to Tonto, Casa
Grande, Chiricahua and Tumacori
national monuments and other scenic
points in Arizona. Mr. and Mrs.
W. A. Van Degrift, leaders.
APRIL 12-13—Annual reunion of Arizona pioneers sponsored by the
Phoenix Republic. Limited to those
who have been in the state since
December 31, 1890.
APRIL 17—Outdoor Easter services
at South Rim of Grand Canyon and
at many other points in desert region.
APRIL 17-20—Spring Corn dances at
Cochiti, Santo Domingo, San Felipe and other Indian pueblos in New
Mexico.
APRIL 21-22-23—Annual state music
and art festival at Las Vegas, Nevada.
APRIL 28 to MAY 1—Frontier Day
"Helldorado" at Las Vegas, Nevada.
Horseman's association to stage
rodeo during the last three days of
the Frontier day event.
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Desert Verbenas, Photo by Leo Hetzel
Important events scheduled for April
Prize contest winners
They Learned About Cactus from Beavertail
By DON ADMIRAL
Trekking for Treasure
By VIRGINIA DUNCAN
"Smoke Trees in Fiesta"
By AGNES PELTON
They Found a Market for Rattlesnake Bones
By OREN ARNOLD
Perpetual Ice Box on the Desert
By FLEMING KENNEDY
"Yucca" and other poems
Gems That Adorned Egypt's Mummies
By JOHN W. HILTON
Amateur photographer's contest
The "Feel" of the Desert
Photo by W. M. PENNINGTON
Dead Indian Creek—Hiker's Paradise
By RANDALL HENDERSON
Master of the Colorado
By TAZEWELL H. LAMB
Summer Comfort for Desert Dwellers
By JOHN J. MANGEL
Cooling the Desert by Evaporation
By L. G. TANDBERG
Hard Rock Shorty
By LON GARRISON
Prize contest announcement
Compiled by TRACY M. SCOTT
Here and There on the Desert
Reviews of past and present literature
Just Between You and Me, by the EDITOR
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on Lake Mead
By H. P. GOWER
Death Valley, California

First prize photograph in the February contest of
the Desert Magazine. Taken with a 3A kodak, stop
between 11 and 16, 1/100 second, from a boat
traveling 20 miles an hour at 8:00 a.m.

By CAL GODSHALL
Victorville, California
Second prize award. Taken
with a Speed Graphic on Agfa
superpan press, fll, 1/440 second at 10:00 a.m. January 6,
1938.
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They Learned about Cactus from Beavertail
By DON ADMIRAL
Palm Springs Naturalist

A

DMIRE the soft smooth complexion and the exquisite
coloring of the Beavertail cactus if you will—and
it is worthy of all your admiration—but do not try
to brush away the little brown dots which adorn its
velvet jacket.
More than one visitor to the desert has learned about
cactus from Beavertail. Those innocent appearing specks
are nothing more nor less than tiny clusters of sharp needle
points. They are almost invisible to the eye—but each
little barb carries a sting of its own. And more pity to
the tenderfoot who would use his teeth to extract them
from his palm.
Nature has provided Bsavertai] with a weapon so effective that even the rodents of the desert are wary of too
close an approach.
The joints of this cactus are broad and flat, somewhat
resembling the shape and size of a beaver's tail—hence
the common name. Opuntia basilaris (Engelmann and
Bigelow) is the scientific name. Opuntia, the genus name,
is an old Latin term; basilaris, the species name, refers
to the joints which grow from a common base. There is
a variety, brachyclada (Griffiths) (Munz), composed of
plants with smaller and reddish joints.
A single cactus may be composed of one joint or many,
20 or even more. These joints are wrist-shaped where they
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join the common base. They grow to a height of four to
ten inches and usually are single although it is not uncommon to find a second joint growing from the top of the
basal joint.
Along the upper edge of ths joints the flowers crowd
each other, forming a crown of magenta loveliness. Occasionally, as if to show its versatility, a white blossom
appears. During the spring of 1937 I found a plant on
the southern edge of the Mojave desert on which I counted
84 blossoms. Then I counted the flowers which already
had withered, and the buds, and arrived at a total of 237
blossoms representing the season's display on that one
plant.
The bud of the Beavertail is a food highly prized by
the desert Indians. There are a few needle-like spines to
be brushed off, and then the buds are placed in a pit and
steamed with hot stones for about 12 hours. Modern
methods now have entered the picture and simplified the
problem of preparing the food. One of the Indian women
on the reservation at Palm Springs is planning to preserve
the buds in modern glass jars.
B'avertail cactus is rather widely distributed in the
interior valleys of California and the desert areas of
California and New Mexico and southward into old Mexico.
The variety, brachyclada, occurs in Cajon pass and the
western Mojave areas above the 2500-foot elevation.

