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Civic groups in the desert area are
invited to use this column for announcing fairs, rodeos, conventions and other
events which have more than local interest. Copy must reach the Desert Magazine by the 5th of the month preceding publication. There is no charge for
these announcements.

OCT. 27-29—State Nurses association convention, Douglas, Arizona.
OCT. 27-29—Southwestern Medical association convention at El
Paso, Texas.
OCT. 29-30—Annual convention of
Arizona State Junior chamber of
commerce at Globe.
OCT. 30—First annual Coachella
Valley Horse Show at Indio, California.
OCT. 30-31—New Mexico Health
association's convention at Las
Vegas.
OCT. 31—Nevada celebrates its
74th birthday.
NOV. 1—Western States conference of Water Commissioners
and Engineers, J. C. Wanslee,
chairman, Capitol b u i l d i n g ,
Phoenix.
NOV. 1-5 — American Institute
of Mining and Metallurgical Engineers at Tucson. B. R. Hatcher,
chairman.
NOV. 7-12 — Fiesta del Sol at
Phoenix.
NOV. 10-12 — Arizona Bankers
association convention at Phoenix.
NOV. 11—Armistice Day festivities in all desert towns.
NOV. 11-12-13—Sierra Club of
California to tour Lake Mead on
chartered boat.
NOV. 12—Indian Corn dance,
Jemez pueblo, New Mexico.
NOV. 12—Indian Buffalo dance at
Tesuque pueblo, New Mexico.
NOV. 14-15—Arizona Pharmaceutical association's convention at
Phoenix.
NOV. 16-19 — Annual Hellzapoppin rodeo at Buckeye, Arizona.
NOV. 19—Homecoming Week at
University of Arizona, Tucson.
NOV. 24—Thanksgiving Day.
NOV. 25-27—Rodeo and '48er at
Chandler, Arizona.
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El Cajon, California
Dear Mr. Henderson:
Speaking of rattlesnakes! After spending all
but five of my 63 years in the West it was
not until last week that I tasted rattlesnake
meat. I killed a young plump one. The meat
was white and tempting so we decided to try
it. Lacking a recipe we simply put it in the
frying pan with butter and a little white sage
and fried it. But the result was uninteresting.
The meat was juicy but tough, and lacking in
flavor. Perhaps we cooked it too soon, or
maybe we should have pot-roasted it with
herbs.
Bring on your desert cooks and give us a
good recipe. And this suggests that you might
publish a collection of recipes native to the
big Dry and Lonesome. For instance, how to
roast grated green corn a la Navajo, how to
make piki bread like the Hopi, how to roast
mescal and prickly pear—in fact something
first hand to take our mind off of canned
goods and cellophane packages.. Why man,
we're getting so we think in cellophane and behave like a label.
MAYNARD DIXON.

Beatty, Nevada
Dear Mr. Henderson:
Nestled in a hollow in the hills, just 15
miles from the brink of Death Valley, lies this
little mining camp of Beatty. Our nearest
neighbor is Goldfield, 68 miles to the north.
Las Vegas lies 115 miles to the south, and between these points there is nothing. Nothing,
did I say? Nothing but harmony, peace, quiet,
vast distances and over all and permeating all
the inaudible symphony of the desert.
We who become attuned to the desert growto feel her heart throbs, to love her every
pihase and mood. For this reason your wonderful Desert Magazine is beloved by us all. Its
sentiments commingle with our own. When
our local newsdealer receives his monthly consignment there is a mad scramble to procure
copies.
VIRGINIA CASTILLO.

Pala, California
Dear Sir:
In reading a recent issue of the Desert I find
under the heading of "Desert Place Names,"
the name of Julian as an old gold camp. Which
is correct, but there is an error regarding the
mining of kunzite. Kunzite has been mined in
Pala in northern San Diego county, the only
place in the world where the deep colored
spodumene has been found, and named after
the late Dr. Kunz.
Discovery of this gem in Pala was made
in 1902-3 and I have mined kunzite and
tourmaline here myself.
I wish to compliment you on your splendid
magazine. The very interesting articles you
print should be preserved in some way for
future generations to read.
VICTOR RENE.
P.S. Pala, Spanish for shovel, in local Indian language means water. The place was
most likely named by the Indians as the village is located on the banks of San Luis Rey.

San Francisco, California
Dear Sirs:
I write you about the cover of the October
i ssue —Monument Peak, California. Using a
fine tooth comb and a magnifying glass we are
unable to find a word in the magazine about
where Monument Peak is. Also, we have
worn out all our maps hunting, and with no
success either. Now don't do that again—it's
not fair. Of course you do run a picture puzzle
contest inside, but if this cover is one I certainly cannot solve it. Please tell about it in your
next issue.
P. K. McFARLAND.

Apologies to the McFarland family for our negligence.
Monument
Peak pictured on the October cover
is the northwest boundary corner of
the Colorado River Indian reservation, located across the Colorado
river from Parker, Arizona, and not
jar from the new Parker dam. In the
February number of the Desert Magazine was a story by Glen Dawson
telling about his efforts to climb this
peak. It is still unclimbed.—Editor.

Barstow, California
Dear Sir:
It is indeed an oddity to find an entire magazine such as yours devoted to the desert country, but when that magazine combines good
reporting with accuracy in its articles, we have
at last attained a perfect combination.
For the above mentioned attributes and for
the exceptionally good article on "Odessa
Canyon in the Calicos" in your October number I would like to extend congratulations of
the Barstow chamber of commerce and to wish
your publication a long and healthy life.
R. H. KNAGGS, Secretary.

Los Angeles, California
My dear Randall:

I have noted in the editorial of your delightful Desert Magazine that you are in search
of some ideas on cactus fruit. The early
Spanish settlers of California use the term
"tunas," referring particularly to the fruit of
the broad-leafed opuntia, which is so common
throughout the state. Next to this the term
"prickly pear" probably has the widest circulation. These were quite commonly used in
Southern California households when I was i
youngster and were regularly sold in the market.
My Spanish dictionary says that the word
Yucca Grove, California tuna means an "Indian fig," but the term was
Dear Mr. Henderson:
in such general use for the fruit of the opunThe spirit of the desert and the hospitality tia that the plant itself was frequently known
as tuna-cactus to the Gringos. The flavor and
of desert people was so beautifully expressed
to us at Yucca Grove by the hosts there, the delicacy of the fruit varies widely with the
different varieties of cactus plant. That of the
Nickersons, that I am writing this to you.
giant cactus is especially good and is known
If I live to be 100 years old I will probably
to the Mexicans by the same name as the parstill be a greenhorn and blunderbuss. Hoping ent plant—saguaro—as also is the case with
to visit the old Turquoise mines as pictured
the pitahaya, which is probably the finest of
in your magazine, we planned to camp over- all for table use.
night at Yucca Grove. Not knowing what was
The Indians of southern Arizona used to
there we supposed we would have to pitch
make a saguaro syrup and the bright colored
our tent among the cacti.
juice makes an interesting addition to cold
We were agreeably surprised to find an updrinks or to the lighter colored fruit jellies. I
to-the-minute camp court and service station
think the logical name for the fruit of each
with a friendly invitation to pitch our tent in species would be the commonly used Spanish
their grounds with no charge for conveniences. name now generally applied to the well known
plant varieties. In English the root word is
But here is the real story, and the joke is
on me. Being dumb, I supposed those old Tur- the name of the fruit and we add the term
quoise mines were Indian workings long since tree, vine, or bush, as necessary, to indicate
the parent plant.
abandoned. The Nickersons gave me plenty of
As to the methods of stalking and capturhelpful information about how to reach the
mines and assured me I could find a few sam- ing the creature and preparing it for the table,
ples of gem rock to take home. We returned touch not, handle not, until you have first profrom the trip with some turquoise specimens cured a branch bearing the terminal leaves of
—and then learned we had taken our samples the white sage, if any is to be found, and
from old mines belonging to our Yucca Grove dusting the tunas thoroughly with this while
friends. However, they assured me others were
still in place upon the mother plant.
doing the same thing—and they had no obThe tufts of tiny needles, a sixteenth to an
jection. Fine desert people!
eighth of an inch in length, which are the
ROSS TILTON
most troublesome feature of the defense, may
be completely removed in this way, as they
adhere to the slightly gummy velvet of the
Tel-Aviv, Palestine sage leaf. Other varieties of the sage may be
similarly used but the white sage is best. The
Dear Sirs:
fruit may then be twisted from its mounting
On request of the book and newspaper shops with the hand, which is much less dangerous
we take the liberty of asking you to confer on than the common procedure of attempting to
us the sole agency of your magazine in Pales- spear it off with a knife while it is still fully
tine.
armed.
For reasons of introducing your journal and
Just one more hint, if perchance any of
in order to avoid returns kindly send us only these demoniac spikelets should get into the
five copies for the beginning.
hand, the best way to remove the irritation is
Our distribution and propaganda depart- to rub the hand in the hair. Yes—that's right!
ment are the best guarantees of saving your These spines are so tiny that they cannot be
interest. Only in Tel-Aviv we are supplying plainly seen and any other mechanical method
70 kiosks, besides Jerusalem, Haifa and the of removal is likely to break them off or
shove them farther into the skin. This method
colonies.
has been used for generations by the people
Yours faithfully,
who gather tunas for the commercial market.
International Newspaper Service.
Otto Klein, Manager.
WILLIAM R. HARRIMAN.
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