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. . . We Will Buy
Your First Edition
We will pay O N E DOLLAR for each copy
of Vol. 1,No. 1 (November, 1937) . . of the
Desert Magazine . . . delivered to our office
in good condition.
Anticipating a large sale for back copies of the Desert Magazine we printed
960 copies of the first edition for our reserve stock. During the year all were
sold except a handful which we are jealously guarding. We do not want to
sell out completely; we need more copies. We will pay $1.00 for every copy
delivered to us in good order.

NEW PRICE FOR VOLUME 1

'4.50

Now effective, the price for the first twelve editions of the Desert Magazine, completely indexed and
bound in handsome gold-embossed binder is $4.50, shipped post-paid in special carton anywhere in
the U. S.

SCHEDULE OF SUBSCRIPTION PRICES
Single copies each number except first edition
Gold-embossed loose-leaf binder (specify volume number)
Volume 1 complete (12 copies and binder)
Volume 1 without binder
Volume 1 with binder and one-year advance subscription
Volume 1 with binder and two-year advance subscription
Volume 1 with binder and three-year advance subscription

.25
1.00
4.50
3.50
6.50
7.75
9.50

One year
Two years
Three years

$2.50
4.00
5.00

REGULAR
SUBSCRIPTION
RATES

All above prices effective January 15, 1939. If single copies are missing from your files, you can fill
them at 25 cents a copy. Specify month and year when ordering. These copies are also going fast; order while supply lasts.
Single copies of the first edition are withdrawn from sale except in 12-month volume as listed above.
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Civic groups in the desert area are
invited to use this column for announcing fairs, rodeos, conventions and other
events which have more than local interest. Copy must reach the Desert Magazine by the 5th of the month preceding publication. There is no charge for
these announcements.
FEB. 26 TO MARCH 5—Arizona State
Citrus show and fiesta at Mesa, Arizona.
MARCH 1 — Southwest Museum, Los
Angeles, will open exhibit of American Indian portrait paintings by E. A.
Burbank. Fifty of Mr. Burbank's collection of 125 figures, will be presented.
MARCH 3-10—Livestock show at Tucson.
MARCH 4-5—Sierra club of California
to camp near mouth of Carrizo canyon in Santa Rosa mountains and
explore lower sector of Deep canyon.
Don Kelly, leader.
MARCH. 5—Lecture on "Silverwork of
the Navaho Indians" at Southwest
Museum, Los Angeles, by Arthur
Woodward.
MARCH 5—Annual trek of the Dons
of Phoenix to Superstition mountain.
James A. Murphy, chairman.
MARCH 5-13—Annual Imperial Valley
Midwinter fair at Imperial. Dorman
Stewart, Secretary.
MARCH 11-12—Convention of International Four States Highway Association at Brawley, California. Bob
Hays, secretary.
MARCH l l - 1 2 ^ D o g show at Tucson.
MARCH 13-15—Highway 66 (the Will
Rogers highway) convention and
fiesta at Albuquerque, New Mexico.
W. H. Black, chairman.
MARCH 15—Dr. John J. Thornber to
lecture on "Plants of the Desert" at
All States club house in Tucson.
MARCH 17—Frederic H . Douglas of
Denver Art Museum to lecture at
the Herad Museum, Phoenix.
MARCH 17—Desert Circus at Palm
Springs, California.
MARCH 18—Annual northern Arizona
high school debate at Arizona State
Teachers' College at Flagstaff.
MARCH 22-25 — Pioneer miners to
hold celebration at Miami, Arizona.
MARCH 23-27—Annual Arizona horse
show to be held in Phoenix.
MARCH 24-25 — Second annual conference on roads and streets at Tucson, conducted by University of Arizona engineering department.
MARCH 25-26—Sierra club of California to camp in Red Rock canyon
on Mojave desert and explore Petroglyph canyon. George Diack, leader.

Roads Closed by Snow
According to the Arizona State highw ay department, the following roads
hive been closed for the winter due to
si IOW :

Jacob Lake to North Rim of Grand
Canyon; Coronado Trail, Beaver Head
lodge to Eagle creek; State 72, from McMary to Greer Junction.
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Guassic

By MRS. BILLY ANDERSON
3517 Rowland Avenue
Burbank, California

First prize picture in the January
contest sponsored by the Desert
Magazine. Mrs. Guassic is a 113year-old Cahuilla Indian woman residing near Thermal, California. The
photograph was taken with a Leica
at 2:30 p. m., December 31. Exposure
12'5, time 1/100 second.

Death

.m.

Valley

Dunes

By HARRY DACQUET
710 West 108th Street
Los Angeles, California
This picture awarded second prize
in the January contest. Taken with a
Zeiss Super-Ikomat 616. S. S. Pan
film, 1/25 second at f 16. Making use
of the delayed shutter action in his
Zeiss, the photographer took this
picture of his wife, Amelia and himself in the early morning hours.

Art sketch by Gloria Widmann

Glimpses of
the Ancients
By RUTH FALKENBURG KIRK
Photos Courtesy School of American Research Museum of New
Mexico
HAT the man looked like, and
how he was dressed, is purely
a speculative matter. That he
jeered anxiously out from behind a
clump of bushes no one doubts, and it is
definitely established that he watched a
1 erd of bison grazing nearby, a predatory
light in his eyes. It is all rather vague,
laving taken place many thousand years
£go. Maybe he got his prey, maybe not.
'"hey found some of his spear points and
the bones of the prehistoric beast in a
cave near Folsom, New Mexico, and that
i> all we know about the Folsom man of
jncient times. It was important even to
l:arn that man had existed in this great
J American Southwest contemporaneously
i^ith herds of an extinct species of bison.
Another phantom on the horizon is the
Bishop's Cap, New Mexico, man, whose
actual bones were all mixed up with
those of cave bear, camel, ground sloth
i nd even the tiny horse of the dawn-oftime era. But there's not too much subMARCH.,
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What manner of man inhabited the desert
area of the Southwest before the dawn of the civilized era? For years the men of science have been
digging into ancient ruins and exploring caves
and burial grounds and prehistoric garbage
dumps seeking the answer to this question. Volumes have been written as to the findings and conclusions of those engaged in this research. Since
few readers have the time and opportunity to
study all this material, Ruth Kirk in the accompanying text, has condensed the entire story to a
brief outline for those who would like to get the
general picture at one reading.

stantiation for Mr. Bishop's Cap, since
he might have come along somewhat
later, laid himself down to die on a heap
of prehistoric bones, and then stirred
around until his remains were all mixed
up with those of the long dead animals.
There may have been an actual contact
between the man and the beasts; there
may not have been.
Now Mr. Gypsum Cave, Nevada, is
another matter. He was lucky enough not
to leave himself in the cave with the
ground sloth, but he left convincing evidence of his occupancy at the same time.
This evidence consists of knife blades,
well worked sticks and even a stone-tipped spear, which he must have regretted
losing. Ground sloths lived in this country a mighty long time ago, so Mr. Gypsum Cave is really an ancient inhabitant.
Whether it was he, or some of his undiscovered descendants who brought corn
into the country—probably from Mexican cousins to the south, we are sure
some of these good people were responsible, and a great boon they proved to
coming civilizations.
We are a little short of dates about the
whole business, but by the time the

Basketmaker first left his imprint, a good
deal of time had elapsed, archaeological
computations dating him somewhere
from 2000 to 1500 B. C.
This Basketmaker I man—his era is
divided into three phases — was a nomadic soul, who lived on game, wild
vegetables and such fruits as grew in
the untamed country around him. He
probably had inherited the corn of Mr.
Gypsum Cave, but at the beginning of his
era he didn't take agriculture very seriously. We must pay tribute to this fellow's basketry, because he earned his
title well. The baskets, sandals, rope and
textiles of this early period, made mostly
from yucca fibers, are fine and smoothly
woven, of intricate design and high
craftsmanship. This man was an artist,
even when he had no permanent home,
and little of anything else.
Mr. Basketmaker II with his wife and
babies is a descendant of No. I, being a
semi-hunting, semi-agricultural chap. The
corn he grew was hard and flint-like, but
it was food, and in time he learned to
store excess crops against scarcer days.
The storage compartment was simply a
hole in the floor of a cave — the same

