


Whiters of the Desert . .

As a )ouni_.\tcr just old enough to
know what it was all about, WALTER
WILHELM himself lived through the
stirring  events recited in this month’s
story, "Dora’s Diggin's.” The coura-

Talk over accommodations
by telephone! Save time,
miles, disappointment.
The cnst is small.

geous pioneer woman whose experiences
are described in this story is Walter's
mother,

Wilhelm is not a professional writer.
He operates a garage at Yermo, Califor-
nia, and sp(,nd\ his leisure time out on
the Mojave desert hunting with bow and
arrow and blowgun, collecting mineral
spuummb and studying the strange hab-
its of the denizens of the sand dunes.
He has built a sturdy jallopy that will
climb the rocks like a burro—and few
men in the southwest know the wildlife
of the desert country as well as he,
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If any of the readers of the Desert
Magazine are curious to know who pre-
pares the questions and answers for the
"Desert Quiz” every month, here is the
answer. Until this issue, they were com-
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piled by the office staff of the DM in El
('(ntm This month we have a guest
"quizzer”" in the person of TOM WOR-
THINGTON, who has been a desert rat
so many years he always has sand in his
hair. Tom belongs to the school that
learned about the desert by sleeping on
it—and hasn't much patience with “those
blankety-blank  tenderfeet who only
know what they read in the books.”
L] L] L ]

Will members of the writing fraterni-
ty please crowd over and make room for
a new recruit—DESERT STEVE RAGS-
DALE of Desert Center, California.
Steve used to write atrocious poctry—
and make a profit out of it—so he ought
to do very well in the field of prose.

Explaining his venture into the field of
journalism, Steve wrote: "I have my
trailer home cached in the desert cliffs
south of Desert Center. Except when it
is too cold or there is rain or wind, I
cook, cat, sleep and write out in the
open. For the first time in my life T am
doing just as I please — and I please
to live and think and write in the soli-
tude, away from newspaper, radio, and
jittercbug prattle, even from the gossip
of my good wife.

“I do not anticipate secing the major
portion of my writing published. 1 sim-
ply can’t be bothered. But boy, oh boy!
I'm having a helluva a good time writing
just what I think and what I believe to
be the truth, regardless of standardized
concepts or orthodox conventions.”
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LEO A. McCLATCHY, who wrote
about his boss, Frank Pinkley, for the
Desert Magazine this month, is regional
publicity manager of the national park
service, with huadquartcr.\' in Santa Fe,
New Mexico. He received his carly news-
paper training on the Sacramento Bee of
which his father, the late V., S, Mec-
Clatchy, was for many years the publish-
er. He did a "hitch” in the British trans-
port service in the opening months of the
World War, in India, Africa, and Egypt,
and later served with the American 91st
Division in France and Belgium.

After newspaper work in Oklahoma,
Texas, and Tennessee, McClatchy went
to Washington in 1921 as correspondent
of the Sacramento Bee. Later he estab-
lished an independent news bureau in
the national capitol where for ten years
he wrote national politics and regional
news for a group of west coast news-
papers. He did publicity work for the
State of California during the Rolph
administration. He has been associated
with the national park service, in a sim-
ilar capacity, since January, 1926. He is
a Stanford graduate,

McClatchy is married and has three
children: Rene and Leo, Jr., in Santa Fe
High school; and Lorette, a sophomore
student in the University of New Mexico
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| to 4—Frontier Day celebration

at Prescott, Arizona.

to 5— Tenth annual Hopi crafts-

man exhibit at Museum of
Northern Arizona, Flagstaff.
to 4—Annual rodeo at Silver
City, New Mexico.

to 4—American Legion celebra-

tion at Douglas, Arizona.

to 4—Rodeo at Reno, Nevada.

to 4—Annual Rodeo, including

Rattlesnake derby, at Carls-
bad, New Mexico.

3 to 5-—Annual Pow-Wow and all-
Indian rodeo at Flagstaff, Ari-
zona.

4—Old-fashioned desert Fourth of
July program at Beatty, Ne-
vada. Ert Moore, chairman,

5 to 15—Utah Boys' State, spon-
sored by American Legion, at
Camp Williams near Lehi,
Utah.

6 to 8—Robbers Roost Rodeo at
Price, Utah.

11 to 12—Fifty-third annual con-
vention of Arizona Wool
Growers at Flagstaff, Arizona.

13 to 15—Ute Stampede at Nephi,
Utah.

15 to 30 — Woater colors, litho-
graphs and etchings by Gor-
don Grant on exhibit at Mu-
seum of Northern Arizona,
Flagstaff.

21 to 24—Pioneer day program at
Ogden, Utah.

21 to 25—Covered Wagon Days
at Salt Lake City, Utah.

24 to 26—Horse racing program at
Beaver City, Utah,
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‘DESERT MAGAZINE TO
HAVE NEW QUARTERS

J. Wilson McKenney, who has been
associated with the Desert Magazine since
ts inception, has purchased the Advocate,
1 weckly newspaper at Legrand, Califor-
nia. His equity in the Desert Magazine
has been acquired by Mrs. Bess Stacy and
Mrs. Edna B. Clements, newspaper
women of Calexico, California. Plans
have been announced for moving the
magazine and its printing plant to a new
Pucbla type building to be erected in El
Centro, California, within the next four
months, Damon Tedrick of New Con-
cord, Ohio, recently has joined the staft
of the Desert Magazine as advertising
manager.

LILY, 1989
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