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By DICK FREEMAN

Los Angeles, California
First prize winning photograph in the February contest
conducted by the Desertl Magazine. Taken with a 3 AxAVi
Speed Graphic, 3.5 Zeiss Tessar
lens, Super Double X film 1/195
second at f 16, K 2 filter.

Mesut
Following entries in the February amateur photograph contest of the Desert Magazine
were rated by the judges as
having more than ordinary
merit:
"Pueblo" by Helen Young
of Long Beach, California.
"Desert Spring" by Jim Leonard, Los Angeles, California.
"Peace" by Lester Selson,
Los Angeles, California.

Ute Sandi
(at Twentynine Palms)
By DUANE CLARK
Alhambra, California
Awarded second place in the
February photographic contest.
Picture was taken with a Contax 111 with 1/25 second exposure at f8. Eastman Plus X
film with light red filter at 2:00
p. m. December 24, 1939.

DESERT

MAR. 29 Art exhibit by John Hilton
closes at Desert Inn Art gallery.
Palm Springs. Opened March 15Al'R. 3 Old Folks day at Mesa, Arizona.
3-5 Palm Springs festival. Fashion
show, April 3, Desert Circus, Apr.
4, Big Top ball, Racquet club,
April 5.
6
White Sands Play Day, Alamogordo, New Mexico. Athletic events,
cowboy and Spanish songs, dances
by Mescalero reservation Indians.
7
Traditional Swiss Swing, Holtville,
California. Paul Eggler, Swiss club
president.
9-10 Arizona Pioneers Reunion, Phoenix.
10 Agnes Pelton Exhibit ends at Desert Inn Art gallery, Palm Springs.
Opened March 20.
Hi Papago Indians subject of Prof. J.
W. Hoover, at Arizona Museum,
Phoenix.
12-13 District Music Festival, Santa Fe,
New Mexico.
12-13 Northern Arizona interscholastic
music festival at Flagstaff, Arizona.
12-14 Nevada state junior chamber of
commerce meet at Reno. W . H.
Fieldcamp, chairman.
13 Folk Festival at Jemez Springs, 60
miles from Santa Fe.
13-14 Victorville, California, rodeo. Cal
Godshall, chairman. Intercollegiate,
April 13, cowboy contest, Apr. 14.
14 Arizona scorpions discussed by Dr.
H. L. Stahnke at Phoenix, Arizona Museum.
14-16 Rotary California-Nevada district
convention, Las Vegas, Nev?da. A.
C. Grant, president host club.
13-17 O'Donnell Invitational golf tournament for women, Palm Springs.
l!:>-20 Maricopa county schools hobby
show, state fairgrounds, Phoenix.
Arizona.
17.20 Western State Highway officials
convention at Santa Fe.
19 Folk Dance festival at Cuba, New
Mexico. Participation
by 13
schools.
2(1-21 17th annual Ramona Pageant,
Hemet, California. Also Apr. 27,
28.
20-21 California federation of mineralogical societies holds 5th annual
convention at Santa Barbara.
2/I-25 American Association for the advancement of Science, southwestern
division, meets in Tucson, Arizona. Dr. Emil W . Haury, secretary.
24-25 Rio Grande Kennel club holds
sixth annual dog show, Albuquerque. George P. Greake, chairman.
24-26 Lea county, New Mexico, Folk
Festival at Hobbs.
2(i Arizona state bar association meets
at Grand Canyon. C. B. Wilson,
Flagstaff, president.
26 Festival at Artesia, New Mexico.
Outdoor traditional drama, folk
play tournament, Spanish and Indian tales, handicraft exhibits.
2(i-28 State convention Business aand
Professional Women's clubs, Santa
Fe.
-r
2 -28 Wildflower show, Julian, California.

A P R I L ,

1 9 4 0

Volume 3
COVER
PHOTOGRAPHY
CALENDAR
LETTERS
ARCHAEOLOGY
LEGEND
TRAVELOG
ADVENTURE
GEMS
LOST TREASURE
DIARY
POETRY
WILDLIFE
PUZZLE
ARTIST
HOBBY
BOTANY
RODEO
LANDMARK
NEWS
CONTRIBUTORS
BOOKS
MINING
HOBBY
PLACE N A M E S
FICTION
COMMENT

APRIL, 1940

Number 6

Horned Toad, photograph by Tad Nichols,
Tucson, Arizona.
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Los Angeles, California
Note to the Editor:
In the September issue of Author and
Journalist 'twas said you were overstocked
with poetry. Well, 'twould seem that most
magazines are that way most all the time. If
the world is so full of poets I wonder why
there is so much of crudeness and materiality
in our civilized land.
MAID L. STECKELMAN.
Dear MLS: That's a good question. I.
too, have wondered hoiv Cold can be such
a Despot in a land that produces so many
poets. My own conclusion is that there
are too many people writing poetry—and
not enough of them living it.
—R. H.
•
•
•
Los Angeles, Calif.
Dear Mr. Henderson:
Got the manuscript okay, and want to thank
^ou for what you said about it; and believe
that you're correct, come to think about it,
that DESERT MAGAZINE should be kept
as is and not attempt fiction. Fiction in the
LT. S. is the cheapest thing on the market,
even the so-called best of it.
But the desert is real, beautiful, no fiction
ibout geology!
Best wishes and personal regards,
E. S. BARNEY.
•
•
•
Phoenix, Arizona
Desert Magazine:
Will you kindly draw a rough sketch showing how I may reach Yaquitepec where Marshal South lives. He has done something that
many of us would like to do—if we had the
courage. I would like to meet him personally.
VANCE O'HARA.
While I know the approximate location
of Ghost mountain, I have never asked
Mr. South the exact directions for reaching his mountaintop home, hiving a very
primitive lije as he does, I know he is an
extremely busy man, anad I can readily
understand his reluctance to publicise the
location. I have never met him personally.
but I know from the interesting letters I
have received from him that he is not a
recluse. Rather, he has undertaken an interesting adventure in the art of living according to a pattern that is very unconventional judged by "civilized" standards. It is needless to say his experiment
would be impossible if Ghost mountain
became a popular mecca for visitors.
—R. H.
• •
•
Cronese, California
Mojave Desert
Dear Randall:
I was glad to read in "Just Between You
and Me," March issue of the Desert, that the
mural on the walls of the new building is
finished. I'm sure that it is beautiful, because
everything that John Hilton paints is super.
But, I would like to know when Huckleberry Finn acquired an Aunt Mary, just between you and me, of course. I would also like
to know where Huck got ambition to begin
to paint a fence, even if the aunt he didn't
have, had had one.
Was there an Aunt "Mary" at all? Wasn't
it Tom Sawyer's Aunt Polly? Which of us
is twisted? Now I'm so mixed up I've got
to read "Tom Sawyer" and "Huckleberry Finn"
over again.
MARY PROCTOR.
Something tells me you are right about
that—// was Tom Sawyer. That's what
happens when I go wandering away from
the desert and try to write about something that happened in Missouri. After
this I'll stick to my cactus and sand dunes.
— R. H.

n
Montezuma Castle
Camp Verde, Arizona
Dear Sir:
Recent comers to the Southwest Mrs. Bowen
and I have found your magazine "tops" in
interest and educational value. Being a Park
Ranger in a country to which I am not native
leaves gaps in my information that tourists
seem to ferret out with uncanny accuracy. The
Desert Magazine goes far in giving me the information I want. Fact is Mrs. Bowen and I
qualified as dyed-in-the-wool Desert Rats in
the test in your February issue.
I am enclosing $4.00 for 2-year subscription
to begin with the March issue. Would like to
have a copy of the December, 1939 issue if one
is available.
WILLIAM L. BOWEN.
Ft. Defiance, Arizona
Dear Randall:
As a S. S. D. with an average of 18 since
the Quiz started and Ruth with 14, we will
have to take you to task on your Question 14
in the March issue.
St. Johns was not founded by the Mormons.
In 1871 a few Spanish-Americans established
there in the stock business. Solomen Barth and
his brothers Nathan and Morris began farming activities in 1873. In 1879, Ammon M.
Tenney, a Mormon bought out the Barth activities and in 1880 Wilford Woodruff located a site for a Mormon settlement about
one mile north of St. Johns, but later moved
to the high ground adjoining the old SpanishAmerican settlement. St. Johns was founded
by Spanish-Americans.
RUTH & RICHARD VAN VALKENBURGH.
Van, you and Ruth are right as usual.
Quiz editor's face is redder than usual.
He promises to do better next time.
— R. H.
Lincoln, Nebraska
Dear Sir:
I really can't tell you how much I've enjoyed the two numbers of "The Desert Magazine" just received.
Was interested in O. S. Marshall's letter regarding "The Desert" by John C. Van Dyke.
I've read it many times but still find it extremely interesting. Do you have Bolton's
"Rim of Christendom" in your list of books
on the desert ? I think most everyone would
like it. For so learned a volume it is quite
'chatty' and easy to read.
I'm very glad I had the privilege of being
in your quite wonderful desert for a part of
my life at least. You see my husband, the late
J. T. Evans was interested in mining and operated for awhile the Babicanora mine in
Sonora 'south of the border, down Mexico
way'.
The days have been long since I first began
hearing about the Imperial Valley and El
Centro and I'm happy to be in touch with
them and the whole desert country again
through your very fine magazine.
ELEANOR EVANS.
Desert Magazine carried a review of
Dr. Bolton's Rim of Christendom in February, 1938.

Rockville Centre, New York
Gentlemen:
Enclosed please find money order covering
a year's subscription to Desert Magazine. I believe that my present subscription ends about
June or July but want to renew while I think
of it. Kindly credit me with another year's
payment.
You certainly have a wonderful magazine
and we people here in the east appreciate it
very much. We can dream of the great open
spaces, not being able to be there in the flesh.
Many of us look forward to a time when we
can visit some of the interesting places described in your interesting stories.
Wishing you all success, I remain,
H. W. H. STILLWELL.
Fullerton, California
Dear Sir:
In Randsburg a few years ago I heard a yarn
that may interest you. A couple of fellows had
started out across the desert, to be gone three
days. When they had not returned on the
fourth day a party was sent out to find them.
Their car had broken down, but the men had
sense enough to stay with the machine, and
while they were out of water and food, they
had not suffered seriously.
A day or two later when the incident was
being discussed at my brother's place in Randsburg, an old fellow who seldom had much to
say, offered this suggestion: "No one should
ever go out in the desert without a deck of
cards."
When asked why they should take playing
cards out on the desert, he replied: "When a
person realizes he is completely lost, if he will
sit down and start playing solitaire—it won't
be five minutes before one of them blanketyblank kibitzers will show up to tell him where
he has made a mistake."
CHAS. S. KNOWLTON.

Pasadena, California
Dear Editors:
I just finished a 20-year stretch at Trona,
and had two years in Death Valley (1915 and
1916) before then. Now that I am transferred
to "civilization" the old desert contacts as
supplied by your magazine mean more than
ever.
Incidentally, while at Trona I was paired
off with Jim Boyles in a lot of work with the
Indians, especially Indian George who was
the subject of Jim's recent article in Desert
Magazine. Over the 20 years I had bi-monthly
business with Indian George, paying him certain moneys I collected regularly for him.
Some time when I might feel a literary urge, I
may send you a collection of miscellaneous incidents concerning Old George whom Shorty
Harris called "the whitest man in the Panamints." A sample of both his intelligence and
honesty: Once between his regular payments
from us, he came around to borrow $5 to get
some cloth and sewing materials for Old Minnie. A month or so later, when he came for
his due, the first thing he said was "I owe you
$5; take it out first." On another occasion, he
came badly crippled with rheumatism in his
hip. So we perched him on a piano stool and
focused an infra red lamp on the sore spot,
while I went to the office to get his money.
Meanwhile my wife smelled something burning and found the seat of George's pants
smoking, and he wasn't batting an eye. He
even jollied me about trading pants with him.
then. He had a real sense of humor. I am
glad Boyles has put Old George's life in the
records to the extent that he did. Also that
Desert Magazine had the privilege of the
recording.
HAROLD P. KNIGHT.
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