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Life means romance to BETTY
WOODS who wrote "Lava Frontier" for
this issue of Desert Magazine. She found
romance when she took a course in writing at Denver University. Her teacher,
now a novelist and magazine writer, threw
in with the course, a practical demonstration or what a real-life love story might
be. She married him to find, as she asserts
unqualifiedly, that they do live happily
ever after.
While Clee and Betty Woods have a
home at Tyrone, New Mexico, they spend
10 months every year gypsying all over
the country in a house trailer. "But most
of that time," Betty says, "finds our rubber-tired home here in our Southwest beside some great natural wonder, a Navajo
hogan, a prehistoric ruin or an historic
landmark. Perhaps, even, in some spot
that holds us by its beauty alone. The more
remote or unknown these places are, the
longer we stay."
The Woods live truly the royal gypsy
life. They go wherever fancy or the season calls. Or wherever they are led by
their great love for the Southwest outdoors, with its various manifestations of
the primitive, ancient and picturesque.

Ilocanos, and the very cosmopolitan population of Zamboanga.
•
•
"In 1926, I transferred to the Indian
service and taught for seven years at Sacaton, Arizona, among the Pima and Papago
MARY KEELER SMITH, another writ- Indians. Then at our request, we were
er new to Desert Magazine readers this transferred to the Ute reservation in southmonth is a former school teacher. She western Colorado, for another period of
spent 23 years of her life teaching brown- seven years. However, during the time my
skinned youngsters, from the Philippine husband was on the Ute reservation, I was
Islands to the Ute reservation in Colorado. asked to go to the Navajo reservation and
Mrs. Smith was born and educated in organize day-schools. I worked among the
Kansas and taught eight years in rural Navajo Indians for three years, then came
and city schools in that state. "Then," in back among the Utes.
her own words, "I went all the way to
"In 1937, I retired from the Indian serManila, P. I. to marry a man by the name
vice
because of physical disability, and
of Smith (when the woods at home were
came to California."
full of them).
"We spent our honeymoon on the
mountain tops of Benguet, near Baguio,
the summer capital of the islands, in the
land of the Igorots, the head-hunters of
the Philippines. Later, we went to Cebu
where my husband was supervisor of
schools, and where I was appointed to
teach in the high school. Four months after
we reached Cebu, our home was completely destroyed by the worst typhoon that
had ever swept the island. Of our furniture we had left a phonograph and an
alarm clock, both capable of running when
wound up.
"During the years I lived in the Philippines, I taught among the Visayans, the
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Among the manuscripts recently accepted by Desert Magazine editors is one
by BARRY GOLDWATER of Phoenix
—a vivid story of one of the most desperate
episodes in southwestern history - - the
Bisbee massacre in 1883. This will appear
in an early number of the DM. Just how
Barry finds time to carry on his varied activities is a mystery. He is one of the managers of a highly successful business concern, is an amateur photographer of high
rank, explorer, lecturer, collector of Arizoniana—and now he is writing magazine
features.
Charles Francis Saunders, about whom
HOPE GILBERT has written for the Desert Magazine this month, is the dean of
southwestern desert writers. He is quiet
and unassuming by nature and since he
has been in comparative retirement for a
number of years, many readers of his books
are not aware that he is still keen and active despite his eighty-odd years. His books
are in the library of every student of desert
lore and natural science. He wrote the kind
of copy that becomes more interesting with
the passing years.

WILD ROWERS
IT'S WILDFLOWER TIME IN
IMPERIAL VALLEY

No extra rail fare to go east via fascinating New Orleans
and the deep South. Board our famous Sunset Limited or
Argonaut in Los Angeles. Go via El Paso, San Antonio
and Houston. Continue from New Orleans to New York
by rail. See your nearest Southern Pacific representative.

Southern Pacific

The Desert is in Bloom as
Never Before
•
Send for our bulletin telling
where to see them.
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MAR. 31-APR. 2 Masonic grand lodges
of Arizona meet in Phoenix.
APR. 4-5 Utah cattle and horse growers
association meets at Newhouse
Hotel, Salt Lake City. J. A. Scorup of Moab, chairman.
5

Woman's club flower show at
Needles, California.
Annual White Sands Playday for
4,000 children. Old-timers picnic,
Mescalero Indian dancers. Near
Alamogordo, New Mexico.

5-6

Riverside chapter of Sierra club
to weekend in Borrego valley and
hike up Palm canyon. John Gabbert, leader.

5-6

Palm Springs horse show and
hunter trials.

5-13

Sierra club pack trip from Rainbow Lodge, Arizona to Rainbow
Natural Bridge, Utah. Side trips
to Inscription House ruins, Navajo mountain, Colorado river. W .
E. (Andy) Andrews, leader.

8

Trip to Devil's Cactus Garden
and Giant Rock airport, leave from
Desert Museum, Palm Springs,
California, 9:30 a. m.

8-9

20th annual Arizona Pioneers reunion, for old-timers who came
to the state before 1891. Phoenix.

12

Hiking trip up Magnesia canyon,
leave Palm Springs Desert Museum at 9:30 a. m.

12

Utah state realty association meets
at Ben Lomond hotel, Ogden.

12

First community flower show at
Chandler, Arizona.

12-13 Rainbow and Crystal canyons in
Bullion mountains, northwest of
Twentynine Palms, California,
goal of Sierra club. Tom Noble,
leader.
13

Annual rodeo at Victorville, California.
14-16 Ladies' invitational goif championship, Palm Springs.

17-20 Arizona state Elks meet in Kingman. Boulder Dam and Lake
Mead trips included in program.
18-19 Northern Arizona music festival,
campus state teachers college,
Flagstaff.
18-19 American Association of Health
and Physical education convention,
Reno, Nevada. Miss Elsa Saineth,
University of Nevada, chairman.
19

Desert Sun Festival at Twentynine
Palms, California.

26-27 Weekend trip of Sierra club to
Forty-Nine Palms and Inscription
canyon. (See Desert Magazine,
Dec. 1940.) Dr. Marko Petinak,
leader.
30-MAY 2 National Women's Aeronautics association meets in Albuquerque. Mrs. Dale Shockley,
president of host unit.
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Monument Valieu
By CHAS. L. HEALD
Berkeley, California

This unusual photograph of a storm in Monument Valley, Utah, is first prize winner in Desert
Magazine's
February contest. It was taken with a
31/4x41/4 Series B Graflex. Exposure 10 minutes, f4.5,
about 9 p. m. Panatomic X film.

Nawzjo- Si&tebi
By PERCY BROWN
Lordsburg, New Mexico
Awarded second prize in the monthly photographic contest conducted by the Desert Magazine, this picture was taken with a Rolleiflex,
Zeiss Tessar £3.5 lens. Aperture f8, exposure
1/100 second, film SS Panchromatic. These little
girls were herding sheep 75 miles north of Flagstaff, Arizona, on the Navajo Indian reservation.

Special Mesiit
Considered by the judges to have unusual
merit in this month's contest were the following:
Ironwood, by Aries Adams, El Centro ,Calif.
Red Rock Canyon, by Robert Schulz, Los Angeles, California.
Squint Eye, by Willard Luce, Blanding, Utah.
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