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Apologies to Shorty's Burro . . .
Los Angeles, California
Dear Sirs:
I have just received my first copy of Desert
Magazine, and enjoyed it very much.
I was particularly pleased with the article
about Ballarat. I was there, as well as several of
the ghost towns just a few weeks ago. Missed
seeing Ol' Chris because the rains had made
the road to his place impassable. However, over
at Harrisburg Flat I met old Pete Aguerberry
and had a long visit with him.
Later I visited the grave of Pete's old prospecting partner Shorty Harris. I had met Harris at Shoshone in the winter of 1933 and have
a picture taken of him at that time.
Which brings me to the reason for writing
this letter. On page 33 I find under Desert
Place Names an item about Shorty's grave. Evidently whoever wrote this article took the
wording on the plaque from the Death Valley
guide book, page 40. In any case, the way you
have it is wrong, and for the sake of accuracy
I am writing the correct wording.
Shorty is famous for his tall yarns, and many
of them included burros or jackasses. So the
epitaph might just as well have included the
latter. I checked the wording very carefully,
and as it is made of bronze, there is no mistaking the legend on it. It read:
"Bury me beside Jim Dayton in the Valley we loved; above me write: Here lies
Shorty Harris, a single-blanket ]ackas>
prospector.' Epitaph requested by Shorty
(Frank) Harris, beloved gold hunter,
1856-1934.
"Here lies Jim Dayton, pioneer, perished 1898.
'To these trailmakers, whose courage
matched the dangers of the land, this bit of
earth is dedicated forever."
The words in italics were omitted in the
Desert Magazine reference to Shorty's grave.
G. A. GALLAGHER
•
• •

Champion Quartz Crystal . . .
Long Beach, California
Dear Mr. Henderson:
Finding myself in Phoenix wirh a Sunday on
my hands and recalling John Hilton's article
on quartz crystals in the Superstition mountains, I hied me over in that direction all set to
come out with some of the best of the crop.
I did not reckon on my far from good memory, and went out without a copy of Hilton's
map. Consequently I spent plenty of time hunting the road, and when I finally did find the
two correct ruts through the brush it was only
to encounter a deep wash that very definitely
said "no" to my low-slung 1941 model.
During the search for the right route I had
the pleasure of meeting Mrs. Sina F. Lewis on
her claim in the Superstitions and spent a most
enjoyable two hours listening to her stories of
the lost mines, including the Lost Dutchman.
I did not bring out any crystals, but I did
have the pleasure of seeing the champion of
them all—the finest quartz crystal I have ever
seen—in Mrs. Lewis' collection. No, I cannot
tell you where it came from.
J. H. CZOCK
•
• •

Let's Make it Semi-Weekly . . .
Albany, Oregon
To the Editors:
I have been a reader of Desert Magazine for
more than a year, and a subscriber for about 6
months, so I feel qualified to make a suggestion. I like the magazine so good. It seems the
only thing long about a month is the length of
time from one issue to the next, and with that
•thought in mind I suggest that you change
from a monthly to a weekly magazine. And if
you comply with that request, then we shall ask
for a semi-weekly.
CHARLES ROHRBOUGH

:RO
Perfect Desert Car . . .
Fort Ord, California
Dear Mr. Henderson:
Have noticed several comments in recent
copies of Desert on the need of a more satisfactory car for desert jaunts. The most recent
one suggested shorter wheel-base and wider
tires.
I would like to suggest that the new "Jeep"
or "Jitterbug" the army has adopted is the most
practicable I have yet seen or heard of in either
new or antique vehicles. It has a very short
wheel-base, balloon tires, four-wheel drive
when needed, a very powerful motor for its
size and weight, and is very low slung.
Needless to say they are very homely, but
what true Desert Rat cares for looks in a manmade article? These "Jeeps" are powerful
enough to carry four people and pull a loaded
trailer over very rough ground. The fourwheel drive, used only when the ground is slippery, muddy, sandy, etc., gives them plenty of
traction to go innumerable places a standard
car of any vintage will not go.
This is a suggestion—not a sales talk.
PVT. DAVID E. SMITH

Greetings to Marshal South . . .
Orange, New Jersey
Dear Sir:
It was with a great deal of regret that I read
in the Magazine, the first part of the year, of
the discontinuance of Marshal South's articles,
but I did not write and express my complaint
and disappointment for I realized there must be
others you felt should contribute to your wonderful magazine.
I am writing at this time to tell you how
happy I am to see that Marshal South has again
contributed his art of writing for the Magazine, in May and June numbers, and here's
hoping it continues for I don't think anyone
brings one closer to the desert and its wonders
than he does. To an easterner, who has been
fortunate enough to have enjoyed a little pleasure and relaxation on the desert, it is so inspiring and restful to read your Magazine.
I have been a subscriber since its first publication and I hope I can always continue to be
one.
ELSA E. LIVINGSTON

Information, Please . . .
Inglewood, California
Dear Sirs:
This spring we went to see the wild flowers
in the Arvin hills between Bakersfield and Tehachapi. On one of the hills we found two
graves, one surrounded by an iron fence. Each
had a gravestone but no inscription.
Could you tell me the history of these lonely
graves ? Why is one enclosed in a fence and the
other not?
We decorated the graves with wildflowers,
and would be interested to know who they belong to.
MRS. F. KLUSS
// any of the Desert Magazine readers
knou' the answers to Mrs. Kluss' questions, we would like to pass the information along to her.
—R.H.

Error in Geography . . .
Nutley, New Jersey
Dear Mr. Henderson:
To tell you just what Desert Magazine means
to me is not an easy thing to do in a few words.
To come home from the day's turmoil with its
strikes and wars and misgivings, and then to
bury oneself in the Desert Magazine and be
transported vicariously back to God's country
is a rare pleasure.
I especially enjoyed your article On the Trail
to Rainbow Bridge. There was one minor error
I would like to point out. Consult your map of
southern Utah and you will see that when Norman Nevills conducts his boat trips from Mexican Hat to Rainbow Bridge he travels most of
the distance on the San Juan river, not the Colorado. After reading that article I turned back
through my files and re-read John Stewart MacClary's Shortcut to Rainbow Bridge in the May
1939 issue. Although it is a little late to mention it there is an error in that article also. Consult your map again and you will agree it would
take a magician to float down the Colorado
from Lee's Ferry to Bridge creek.
The recent May issue with its little surprise
package, the splendid Utah booklet, was especially enjoyable. I look forward to the day when
Desert Magazine begins to use color shots in
the manner of the Arizona Highways Christmas
number, and hope that I may have the pleasure
of submitting some of my own.
With every good wish for your continued
success.
M. S. CARPENTER
i

•

•
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Pinons in Massachusetts . . .
Springfield, Mass.
Dear Mr. Henderson:
Several months ago I purchased a sack of
pinon nuts advertised in your magazine.
This spring I threw a handful of the same on
my garden. A few weeks later I was surprised
to see the Southwestern plants peeking shyly at
the strange New England and different climate
from their places in the soil.
Now the plants are over an inch in height,
although some still are appearing. They are
somewhat of a curiosity, and I believe my
friends take as much interest in them as I do.
We are at present eagerly watching developments.
Even though I have subscriptions to both the
New Mexico and The Arizona Highways
Magazines in addition to that of the Desert, I
have seen no mention made of the pinon. "Nomah, the Navajo Weaver" in your April issue
had mentioned the fact that the Indians used it
as a source of chewing gum.
The Saturday Evening Post of April 26 had
an article on cacti and desert plants, with natural color photos, which I scanned enthusiastically without finding anything said about the
pinon. However this seems perfectly natural to
me as the pinon is a mountain and not a desert
pine.
Perhaps you could send me a few hints as to
what measures I should take to best help and
nurture it. I leave this to your discretion. I wish
to compliment you and the staff on the fine
publication I receive every month.
MR. HARLAN LEIGHTON
Mr. Leighton: Desert Magazine of November '39 carried a very complete story
about the harvesting of pinon nuts by the
Indians, written by Richard Van Valkenburgh.
—R.H.

•

•

•

Worth the Price . . .
Payson, Utah
Dear Editor:
Herewith my check for renewal of D. M.
The articles by Marshal South are worth the
price, and I have all the rest of the magazine for
nothing.
L. D. PFOUTS
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AUG. 1-3 Cowboys' Reunion, Las
Vegas, New Mexico. Ranch
hands rodeo, one of the largest in the West.
2-3 First annual charity horse
show, Flagstaff, Arizona. Leo
Weaver, secretary.
2-16 Utah and Arizona vacation trip
for Sierra Club of Southern
California. Reservations before
July 25, Irene Charnock, 2526
Hyler avenue, Los Angeles.
W. E. (Andy) Andrews, leader.
2-19 Drawings of Yaqui, Seri and
Mayo Indians by Eben F. Comins on exhibit at Museum of
Northern Arizona, Flagstaff.
3
Smoki Ceremonials in Prescott,
Arizona at sundown. Claude
Hayes, chairman.
4
Great Indian Corn dance, Santo Domingo Pueblo, New Mexico.
9-10 Sierra club to hike Mt. San ]acinto and climb Tahauitz Rock.
Dr. Marko Petinak, leader.
12
Indian ceremonial at Santa
Clara Pueblo, New Mexico.
13-16 20th annual Inter-Tribal Indian
ceremonial, Gallup, New Mexico.
14-16 Annual rodeo, Vernal, Utah.
15 Corn dance, Zia Pueblo. 60
miles southwest of Santa Fe.
20-22 State convention of 20-30 clubs
in Salt Lake City, Utah. Harold
Berling, Fort Douglas, chairman.
21-24 American Legion state convention, Prescott, Arizona. Wm.
P. Aven, chairman.
22-23 Bean harvesting festival and
rodeo, Mountainair, New Mexico.
22-23 Flower show, Santa Fe. Morris
Yashvin, chairman.
22-24 Cavern City Cavalcade, Carlsbad, New Mexico. Rodeo.
23-SEPT. 10 Indian paintings bv
Hoke Denetsosie, Navajo artist,
at Museum of Northern Arizona, Flagstaff.
28-30 Box Elder fair and rodeo, Tremonton, Utah.
28-30 Kids rodeo in El Paso, Texas,
followed on Aug. 31, Sept. 1, by
Range Hands rodeo.
30-SEPT. 1 Oldtime Labor day celebration at Miami, Arizona.
30-SEPT. 1 Nevada rodeo, Winnemucca, Nevada.
30-SEPT. 1 Dig-N-Dogie Days, Kingman, Arizona.
30-SEPT. 1 Nevada state fair, Fallon,
Nevada. C. J. Thornton, Reno,
manager.
30-SEPT 1 Santa Fe Fiesta in Santa
Fe, New Mexico. A. ]. Taylor,
chairman.
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Apache Indians, once the
most warlike oj all ths western American tribes, now
send their best dancers to Gallup each year to present the
famous Devil Dance.
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NDIANS from 30 Southwestern
tribes will assemble for their annual Inter-Tribal Ceremonials a:
Gallup, New Mexico, this year August 1316. This will be the 20th annual presentation of a program that has gained nationwide recognition as the most colorful Indian pageant in America.
Thirty-odd Indian dances in costumeare to be presented in the stadium each of
the four evenings. The daylight program
will be featured by parades and games.
Days before the program begins, Indians will be trekking toward the "Indian
capital" on foot, horseback, and in many
kinds of vehicles. Thousands of them gc
there to take part or to witness the dances.

The Rainbow Dance oj the
San Juan pueblo Indians is
one oj the most spectacular
ceremonials in annual intertribal program held at Gallup

San lldejonso pueblo Indian in costume won? in the Comanche dance.

No less interesting than the ceremonial
program is the great exhibit hall where the
finest crafts from all the tribes are entered
for $1500 in prizes. Navajo sand-painters,
Hopi katchina makers, potters, weavers
and jewelry makers are seen at work in
the exhibit building.
Sponsoring the Ceremonial program is
a non-profit association of Gallup business men. Last year they erected a new
steel stadium with a seating capacity of
4,000. Secretary of the association and the
man who deserves much of the credit for
its success is M. L. Woodard.
The program for each of the four days
is as follows:
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13
8:00 p. m.—Indian dances, Lyon Memorial park.
AUGUST 14-15-16
10:30 a. m.—Parade through downtown Gallup.
2:00 p. m.—Games and other events,
Lyon Memorial park.
8:00 p. m.—Indian dances, Lyon Memorial park.

