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Desert Folks are Friendly . . .
Bremerton, Washington
Gentlemen:
"The Desert" is as refreshing as a desert
breeze. I feel I am entering vacationland every
time I lift the cover.
In April, my husband and I drove east to
Detroit, then south to Florida and returned by
way of Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, etc.
We found a copy of Desert to be an open passport through the country, and we met the
friendliest people in the world at Tucumcari
and Winslow.
As we drove from Albuquerque to Winslow
1 read Betty Woods' article "Malpais Frontier"
(April issue) and felt we were receiving guide
service.
1 believe your policy of "no objectionable advertising" contributes greatly to your success.
DOROTHY NELSON
•
•
•

Rattlers Wanted . . .

Lesson in Navajo . . .

Camino del Diablo .

Boulder City, Nevada
Dear Sir:
In the August, 1941, issue of the Desert Magazine, there is a most interesting article, "Arch
in the Redrocks" by Richard Van Vallcenburgh. This article, telling of his trip to the
isolated, little traveled region where the
"Tse gahwoots'onih" or Perforated Rock is
found, ends on page 27 of that issue. On the
same page is the description by Jimmie Ellison
of Window Rock, Arizona, which was the subject for the June Landmark contest. Miss Ellison
calls the "Hole-in-the-Rock" by the same name,
both English and Indian, as the arch discovered by Mr. Valkenburgh.
My purpose in writing this letter is to ask you
to straighten out the contradiction of these two
articles. It has aroused my curiosity as to which
of the two formations is really the "Tse gahwoots'onih," and which of the authors is correct. If you would do me the great favor of
comparing these stories and letting me know
the answer to my query either by letter or by a
notice in the next issue of the Magazine, I
would appreciate it very much.
BETTE MORITZ

San Luis, Sonora, Mexico
Editor, Desert Magazine:
American newspaper reporters do not appear
to have a very clear understanding about the
historical old highway Camino del Diablo.
Early in August seven Mexicans died of
thirst on the northern Sonora desert enroute
from Sonoyta to San Luis. All the newspapers
carried front page stories saying the tragedy
occurred on Camino del Diablo. This is incorrect. El Camino del Diablo is the old route followed by the Mexican gold-seekers from 1849
through the California and Arizona gold rush
days. From Sonoyta the old trail is on the
American side of the boundary by way of Tule
well and Tinajas Altas to Yuma.
The road on which the Mexicans met death
this summer is a military road built by Gen.
Abelardo Rodriguez at the time of the last Mexican revolution. Gen. Rodriguez, who was then
governor of the Northern District of Baja California, remained loyal to the central government, and built a road from San Luis east toward Nogales so he could send a military expedition against the rebels in northern Sonora.
This road, of course, is entirely on the Mexican side of the line. It roughly parallels the
Camino del Diablo, but is many miles south
of it betweeen San Luis and Sonoyta.
For the sake of accurate history, I just wanted to put your American reporters right in this
matter.
ALFRED MIRANDO

Miss Moritz: That is a very proper question. The answer is that tse gahwoots'onih
in the Navajo language is a common noun,
not a place name, and applies to any holein-the-rock formation of the same general
type as Window rock or Redrock arch or
Rainbow bridge.
—R.H.
•
• •

Fig Tree John's Uniiorm . . .
Coachella, California
Desert Magazine:
In an article about Fig Tree John by Nina
Paul Shumway and Leland Yost in your January, 1941, issue it was stated that they did not
know where he obtained the army uniform the
old fellow loved to wear, and which gave him
such a picturesque appearance.
The story told me by Tom and Tim McCoy,
who drove stage from Yuma to San Bernardino
in the old days, is this:
Once in the late '80s Gen. Miles had his
military headquarters in Los Angeles. Some of
his men, returning from Yuma, lost their way
and after much hardship reached Fig Tree's
spring near present Fish springs. They were
famished for water and might have suffered if
the old Indian had not allowed them to drink
their fill. He kept them there overnight and
sent them on their way. He expressed great admiration for their blue uniforms.
Later when new uniforms were issued, the
•captain of the detail, who had taken a liking to
old John, sent his discarded uniform to Fig
Tree by messenger. The stovepipe hat was not
part of the uniform, but was correct evening
•dress for that period, and was sent along instead
of the regulation cap more or less as a joke.
JUNE A. W . McCARROLL

Randsburg, California
Dear Sir:
We read your magazine every month and enjoy it very much. Now I am looking for some
information. Could you tell me of any one down
your way who has live rattlesnakes for sale? I
catch lots of them up here but not the real
large ones. I will appreciate any information.
MRS. A. P. SNOOK
o
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Close to Nature . . .
San Jose, California
Gentlemen:
After reading a letter on the back of front
cover of the August issue of the Desert Magazine it seemed necessary to add a word or two
to that subscriber's letter from Utah. As he
states, "The articles by Marshal South are worth
the price, etc." To simply add my whole hearted approval to that statement does not seem adequate to express my appreciation of those articles by Mr. South and it is more than likely
that there are more readers like myself who
have put off writing a word in that respect.
The first thing that happens when I open the
D. M. is a search for Mr. Souths article and
should there ever come a time when he is unable
to write an article please have him simply state
"why not." Such would amply reward those
who fully appreciate his messages, which he
translates from the Great Spirit, in words that
are understandable, to hungry souls who are
unable to comprehend the blessings of Nature.
In our mad scramble for material gain we are
missing the wealth of beauty so aptly pictured
by Mr. South. It is people like him, with their
spark of love, received from living in close harmony with the Great Spirit, who enable us to
see, through their eyes, in their word pictures,
what we long to be able to see.
Wm. C. CHANDLER

Enterprise that Flopped .
Palmdale, California
Memo to Mr. Henderson:
Everyone who writes about Joshua trees
gives a different version of the notorious attempt to convert them into paper pulp, an enterprise of several years ago that was reported
to have been backed by English capital, but
providentially flopped.
One story is that the state cracked down with
a protective law before the exploiters got their
start. Another is that they built a mill and sent
a shipload of pulp to England for processing,
but it soured on the way and had to be thrown
overboard. A third is that having built the mill
they found they had no water.
Maybe you have the facts. If not, there must
be some readers of Desert Magazine who have
first-hand information. It seems to me it would
be worthwhile to get the truth and print and
settle the question.
CARLYLE ELLIS
Desert Magazine will welcome any information in answer to Mr. Ellis' question.

Mystery of the Maze
Kansas City, Missouri
Dear Sir:
Am just indulging in my yearly literary effort, that of writing to the editor. That is one
of the things a year's subscription to a magazine entitles one, so to prevent it from expiring, will try to write a properly worded letter.
Having missed the first years numbers, I do
not know if you ever printed an article about
the so-called Indian Maze south of Needles on
U. S. 66 or not.
But having visited that curious place two
times and analyzed it, as it were, I have come to
the conclusion that it is not an Indian maze at
all. That is it may have been made by Indians
but it wasn'£ intended to be a maze. Some one
who couldn't solve the thing called it that and
the rest of the public took it for granted. But
if you ever print anything about it, and I believe a well illustrated article would be interesting, go up there and look it over with this explanation in your mind and see if I didn't come
near the solution of the curiosity.
Several small hill tops are covered with furrows, shallow, and ridges, not very high. These
shallow furrows run in parallel rows and do not
attempt to form anything like a maze, but just
run across the hilltops in parallel lines. They
change direction according to the topography
of the ground, and I think an aerial view would
look like farms plowed in different directions.
Even the little ravines are scored like the hilltops. This couldn't have been an ancient Indian
corn patch because even barrel cactus seem to
have a time living on the waterless, sun-baked
place.
Here is what I think caused this maze. Indians, or some one, found gem stones, maybe
turquoise, on these hills and raked the surface
into rows of gravel searching for stones, or
maybe someone found gold in nuggets, and
they raked the surface of the ground to find
more. The gravel raked up is nearly all covered
with that sun varnish you told about not long
ago, and not being a rock-hound and knowing
all about various minerals, I believe it would
pay some rockhound to visit the place and they
might find something good.
Thank you for your patience Mr. Henderson
in reading this, and I promise to not bother you
this year, unless I think of something interesting.
FREDERIC C. BUTLER
Dear F.C.B.: I've read and listened to a
hundred theories regarding the mysterious
maze, and haven't met one yet that seemed
entirely plausible. I hope that at some future date Desert Magazine tt'ill be able to
present the right answer. Thanks for your
suggestion.
—R.H.
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OCT. 4 Ceremonial dance at Nambe Indian Pueblo, New Mexico.
5
Deer season opens in Nevada.
Continues through Oct. 20 in
Humboldt county, through Nov.
3 in Nye county.
9-11 Annual convention of Utah State
Conference of Social Workers,
Newhouse hotel, Salt Lake City.
Wm. H. Callahan, Provo, chairman.
10-11 New Mexico and Mountain States
Hotelmen's convention, Albuquerque, N. M. J. B. Herndon,
Albuquerque Hilton hotel, N. M.
president.
10-11 Arizona chapter, National Ass'n.
of Postmasters, meets in Prescott.
10-11 State conference of Daughters of
the American Revolution at Silver
City, New Mexico.
11-12 Horse race meet, Las Vegas, Nevada. E. Cragin, El Portal Bldg.,
chairman.
11-12 Second annual Mojave Desert
Gem and Mineral show, Beacon
Tavern, Barstow, California.
12-13 Mountain States association, comprised of chamber of commerce
officials from 7 S.W. states, meets
in Albuquerque. Roy H. Smith,
Tucumcari, state president.
12-26 Valley quail season for Nevada.
Dates may vary in counties, most
of them allowing only a few days.
Bag limit, 10.
15-17 National Reclamation association convention, Phoenix, Arizona.
16-NOV. 15 Arizona deer season north
of Gila river except where U. S.
70 crosses river at Coolidge dam
it will follow the highway to Superior and return to the river over
the Superior-Kelvin road.
17-18 Apache county fair, St. Johns,
Arizona.
18-19 Las Vegas, Nevada, horse race
meet.
18-19 Fifth annual Gold Rush, Mojave,
California. R o d e o , p a r a d e s ,
Round-up dance, free barbecue.
Sponsored by Exchange club,
William Vail, chairman.
22-25 New Mexico Educational association convention, Albuquerque.
23-26 Days of '49 celebration at Coolidge, Arizona. Rodeo, carnival,
dances. American Legion sponsors.
24-26 Annual Salton Sea boat races, inboard and outboard motors. C. A.
Washburn, Indio, chairman.
25-26 Sierra Club treks to Desert Center, California, for weekend of
hiking and campfire tales. "Desert Steve" Ragsdale, leader.
31
Nevada's 77th Admission day
celebration, Carson City. Features
Nevada I n d i a n s , historical
"Pageant of the Past." Bernard
C. Hartung, chairman.
31-NOV. 6 Ogden Livestock show, Union stockyards, Ogden, Utah.
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GatkeSial
By ALBERTA G. MACHEN
Reno, Nevada
First prize winner in Desert Magazine's August photographic contest
is this photo of a gorge near Panaca,
Nevada, named in 1894 for the spire
and tower formations rising from the
depths of the gorge, the tops of which
are just visible at lower right. Taken
with a Kcdak 620 Jr., Series III. Lens—
Kodak Anastigmat f6.3, lens stop f32;
1/50 sec. Eastman Super XX film,
Eastman color filter.

By G. E. KIRKPATRICK
San Diego, California
Winner of the second prize in
the regular monthly contest is
this photo of a group of palms at
Thousand Palms Oasis in Coachella
valley. Camera was a
31/4x41/4 Graflex. Aropan film,
K 2 filter, at f 16, 1/100 sec. Time
about 6:30 a. m.

Special Me.iit .
The following photos were
judged to have special merit:
"Desert Silhouette," by F. Clifford Hanchette, Monrovia, California.
"Nolina Blossoms," by Doris
C. Prisstley, Pomona, California.
"Night Falls on the Mojave,"
by Ricky Tanzi, Los Angeles,
California.
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