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Qod'd Jbeient
By EDMOND READ
Glendale, California
Winner of first prize in Desert Magazine's monthly amateur contest is
this view of the Arizona desert, near
legendary Superstition mountain.
Taken with a 13.5 cm. Carl Zeiss Tessar on a 4x5 Speed Graphic. Exposure f 18 at 1 Yi sec. with a Wratten A 25
red filter; Eastman Infra-red cut film.

Special Men.it
The following photos were judged
to have special merit:
"No Visible Means of Support," by
Ted Jerome, Las Vegas, Nevada.
"Desert Tragedy," by Clifford B.
Paul, Moline, Illinois.
"Navajo Butcher Shop," by Joe
Orr, Los Angeles, California.

Aid Jfdl
By ARLES ADAMS
El Centro, California
Second prize winner in the June
contest was taken with a 21/4x31/4 Kodak Special. F8, 1/100 sec, late afternoon. Kodabromide paper, verichrome film.
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JUL. 31-AUG. 2 Charity Horse show,
Flagstaff, Arizona. Vic Watson,
chairman.
AUG. 2 Feast Day of Our Lady of Angels and Old Pecos dance at Jemez Indian Pueblo, New Mexico.
22nd Annual Smoki Ceremonials,
Prescott, Arizona.
4
Feast Day of Santo Domingo and
summer corn dance, Santo Domingo Pueblo, New Mexico.
6-30 Art exhibit at Museum of Northern Arizona, Flagstaff, features
Arizona sculptors, Mary and
Robert Kittredge, Mrs. E. V.
Staude, Mathilde Schaefer.
7-9
Cowboys' Reunion, Las Vegas,
New Mexico.
7-9
Rodeo at Tomblers Lodge, Mormon Lake, Arizona.
10
Fiestas at Picuris Indian Pueblo,
Penasco and Abo, New Mexico.
12
Annual Fiesta and com dance at
Santa Clara Pueblo, New Mexico.
12-15 Inter-Tribal Indian Ceremonial,
Gallup, New Mexico.
13-15 State Convention American Legion, Provo, Utah.
14-15 Belen fiesta, Belen. New Mexico.
15
Annual Fiesta and Dance, Zia Indian Pueblo, New Mexico.
18-21 Supreme Assembly, International
Order of Job's Daughters, Albuquerque, New Mexico.
22
Fiesta and Dance, Isleta Indian
Pueblo, New Mexico.
25-26 Davis County Fair, Lagoon, Utah.
27-29 State Convention Utah Medical
association, Provo.
27-29 Kow Kounty Karnival, Richfield,
Utah.
27-29 Box Elder County Fair, Tremonton, Utah.
29-30 Rocky Mountain Federation of
mineral societies annual convention at Salt Lake City, Utah.

Weatkeb
FROM PHOENIX BUREAU
Temperatures—
Degrees
Mean for month of June
85.0
Normal for June
84.5
Highest, on June 22
112.0
Lowest, on June 5
62.0
Rainfall—
Inches
Total for June
0.00
Normal for June
0.07
WeatherDays clear
26
Days partly cloudy „ .
- 3
Days cloudy
1
FROM YUMA BUREAU
Temperatures—
Degrees
Mean for month
84.8
Normal for June
84.7
Highest, on June 21 and 30
113.0
Lowest, on June 8
58.0
Rainfall—
Inches
Total for month
...0.00
73-year average for June
0.02
WeatherDays clear
28
Days partly cloudy
2
Days cloudy
0
Release from Lake Mead averaged around
25,000 second feet. Storage during the
month increased about 3,000,000 feet.
JAMES H. GORDON, Meteorologist
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Frosting on the Cake . . .

LETTERS.
Let's Keep the Wildlife Reporters
Straight . . .
Taft, California
Gentlemen:
A thoughtful friend loaned me most of the
1940-41 numbers of your magazine. In going
through your Desert Quiz I got an average of
15 correct answers—though I did make a few
lucky guesses. That ought to qualify me as an
S.D.R.—senior desert rat. Now I don't see how
I can get along without the magazine, and I
am enclosing five bucks.
As a subscriber, may I "bawl you out" for reprinting from Glendale, Utah, a common error.
That article mentioned where copper boundary
markers, set in trees three feet above the ground,
were now 15 or 20 feet up, and sometimes on
the opposite side of the tree.
I have read the same yarn about deer horns
placed in a tree crotch, and spikes driven in
bird's eye maple trees in Michigan to foil timber thieves. It just isn't so. A tree grows from
the tips. A spike driven three feet from the
ground in a sapling, will be three feet up a century hence if the tree is still standing, except for
variations that may be caused by erosion of the
ground around the trunk.
Haven't you ever seen a wire fence spiked
to trees, where the trunks had grown half way
around the wire. And the wire was still three
feet from the ground, not 30. A set of antlers
placed in a sapling crotch six feet up today will
be within easy reach a decade from now, if the
mice don't get away with them.
Having gotten that off my chest, here's good
luck and a long life to your unique and most
interesting magazine.
W. H. IRELAND
•
•
•

Congressman's Favorite . . .
Caliente, Nevada
Dear Sir:
I am enclosing pictures of a cactus taken by
Willard Smith of Caliente. This cactus is located on Route 93, 30 miles west of Caliente. The
cactus is 26 inches in diameter, 12 inches high,
and has 170 segments. In these parts this
species of cactus is commonly known as pin
cushion.
Our representative, J. G. Scrugham, on his
trips over Route 93 always takes time to stop
and look at this cactus as it is one of his favorites, and also one of his hobbies.
LEO W. HARTON, SR.

Tribute to the Unknown
Desert Woman . . .
Pasadena, California
Dear Mr. Henderson:
I have read with a great deal of interest Phil
Stephens' story of the desert woman's poem
that took 40 years to write. Possibly if more of
our poets and so-called poets would emulate her
example we would have more spirit and less
dross in the resultant productions. Perhaps
there wouldn't be so many poems, but I am sure
that the standard would be higher.
My main object in writing, however, is to
register a protest against allowing this treasure
to be handed down without the author's name.
No doubt others will feel as I do, that such a
gem should find a permanent abode in the collections of poetry that from time to time make
their appearance. When such a time comes I
hope the signature will not be anonymous.
J. ROSS REED
Desert Magazine staff shares your hope
that the desert woman who wrote "In the
Hearts of Men" is still living, and that her
name will be disclosed. When that information is available you may be sure it will
be passed along to our readers.
—R.H.

One With the Sand and Stars . . .
Seattle, Washington
Dear Mr. Henderson:
This is just to express to you my delight on
the arrival of each number of your magazine.
Because in mind we are so perturbed, so
anxious about life in the city, that to be taken
away in thought to the great open spaces . . . to
ramble around undistracted by crowds . . . and
the noise of many tongues . . . is to find recreation and to feel that we are really one with the
wind, sand and stars . . . and that it is good to
live.
Once I lived in a desert town in the Laguna
district in Old Mexico.
ADELAIDE GORDON
•
•
•

Seeking Minerals in Havasu . . .
Virginia City, Nevada
Gentlemen:
A copy of your June issue was loaned to me
by Mrs. Pease of Sacramento, containing a very
interesting article on "Havasupai" by Randall
Henderson whose description of his trip recalls
a trip made by myself to the locality.
I was sent to investigate the mining development conducted below Beaver falls in 1913.
Previous to that time considerable money was
expended endeavoring to find platinum. My
notes show that my party was at Mooney falls
March 18, 1913, elevation at that point 3100
feet.
I distinctly remember wading and recrossing
the creek, but have no idea as to the number of
times. We climbed over Beaver falls. I still
have some souvenirs as a reminder of the trip.
Other references in your magazine bring memories of former trips of investigation.
A. E. VANDERCOOK

San Jose, California
Dear Mr. Henderson:
June LeMert Paxton, in quoting Wm. Shakespeare in your July issue, relieved my feelings
somewhat. I delayed writing in regards to the
lack of appreciation some one expressed for the
harmonious notes given us by Marshal and
Tanya South, for the simple reason 1 was unable to concoct suitable words for the purpose.
I am enclosing P.M.O. for a two-year extension to the Desert Magazine for the simple reason that it gives me the privilege of expressing
an opinion. The beauty of the desert is brought
to me only through the covers of Desert Magazine, thanks to the South family. I admit I enjoy other articles, but the frosting is taken from
the cake after I have reread "Desert Refuge,"
as I can see and feel the desert's gifts more
through reading their experiences than anything
else.
WM. C. CHANDLER

Far Away From Manly's Trail. . .

Nevada "Pin Cushion" Cactus

The Cat on the Hill . . .
Yermo, California
Dear friend Randall:
Several years ago there were inquiries as to
the origin of name Cronese (appearing on most
maps as Cronise). I had heard that it was an
Indian word meaning wildcat, and that the Indians so named it because of the cat's image that
sits on Cat mountain.
But the Automobile club insists it was named
after a scientist named Cronise, who wrote about
the Mojave in 1880.
I have talked with several old desert men who
visited the valley in the '60s and they say it was
named Cronese then, which was 20 years before Mr. Cronise's visit here.
A short time ago I had a long visit with a
Pahute Indian who has been my friend. I asked
him to say "wildcat" in his language. He pronounced it CROdthESE. The dth is slurred and
subdued so that it sounds like an "n," but if you
pronounce it "n" they will correct you. There
is no doubt that the Pahutes saw the cat on the
hill.
ELMO PROCTOR

Army P. O. 937
Dear Mr. Henderson:
The clock says nine p. m. but the sun is still
way up in the sky so you can figure I am a long
way north of Seattle, and still farther away from
the desert.
Just received April and May numbers of your
magazine and found plenty to bring back memories of happier days—saner days too, though
the true desert rat is never quite sane. I thought
the pictures were extra fine and felt most sentimental in seeing my old friend the tortoise.
Keep up the good work and keep the war out
of Desert Magazine. To truly love your forbidding alluring realm is going a long way toward true love of America.
I only hope I can be back before some one else
unravels all the mystery of Manly's trail. Whoever can do that is entitled to plenty of space
with you, but don't "fall" for another South
Park Canyon fall like the last one. Excuse me
for starting that battle all over again.
GORDON F. HELSLEY, Lt. Col. M. C.
The question of Manly's route through
the Panamint mountains in the winter of
'49 is still subject to controversy. Col. Helsley's reference is to Dick Freeman's story in
the March '41 issue of Desert Magazine in
which Freeman presented what he and
others believe to be the Manly pass. Let's
hope that in due time we may have Col.
Helsley's version.
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