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RAVELING along a desert road in summer or early
autumn you may be surprised to see sheets of bright yellow flung across the dull-colored pattern of vegetation.
The chances are that those golden areas are made by Pectis, small
members of the Sunflower family. Commonest species is called
Chinch-weed because of its strong odor, which is considered
similar to that of the chinch-bug. Opinions vary, however, as do
olfactory senses. You'll find this heavy scent described as disagreeable, agreeable, strong-smelling, and lemon-scented. If ycu
hold a sprig of it close to your nose and take a deep whiff, the
strength of it will almost take your breath and you'll line up on
the "disagreeable" side. But taken in moderation, as a passing
sniff, the scent is toned down so the term "lemon-like" might
easily be applied. "Lemon-scented" is the term used in the botany report of the Wheeler Expedition of the U. S. Geological
Survey (1874) with the suggestion that those species so labeled
might be "worthy as a source of extract."
The scent was pleasing to the Indians, certain tribes of Arizona and New Mexico using it as perfume and as flavoring for
meat and corn meal dishes, either fresh or dried. They also made
a dye from the plant. But for most of us its chief value is to enliven the drab floor of the desert at a time when most flowers
have vanished. Of several species of Pectis the commonest one
is
Pectis papposa (Chinch-weed)
A low, much-branched annual 3 to 6 inches high, vigorous
plants occasionally twice that size, the several leafy branches
forming a rounded tuft covered with bright-yellow flowers.
The rank-smelling herbage is smooth and hairless, a bright
lively green. The sessile, elongated-linear leaves [}/i to over 1
inch long) are entire, the margins rolled back, and furnished
at the base with a few pairs of stiff bristles. The thick mid-rib
is prominent underneath, with a deep groove down the center
above. The crowded flower-heads terminate very slender stems
and measure about V2 inch across, growing in loose clusters at
the ends of the branchlets. Both ray and disk flowers are yellow,
the 8 or 9 rays notched at the apex. The leaves and narrow bracts
of the involucres are marked with translucent glands, quite regularly set. Only the ridged and slightly hairy achenes of the
disk are crowned by a pappus, composed of 12 to 20 plumose
bristles, that of the ray flowers being a mere circlet of minute
scales.
One of the few annuals responding promptly and wholeheartedly to summer showers. I remember particularly a delightful array of them that a few years ago gilded the Palm SpringsIndio area in October, following a copious late-summer rain,
accompanied by a few other ambitious species.
Very common on sandy and gravelly plains and mesas of the
Larrea (creosote) belt, up to 3000 feet elevation, from June to
October, in the Colorado and Mojave deserts and Arizona,
extending to Utah, New Mexico and Sonora.
Pectis angustijolia
Similar to Chinch-weed, possessing an intense odor of lemon
which Wheeler's botany report considered "worthwhile for
experiment in cultivation," that "might be turned to commercial
account." The leaves are comb-like below with closely-set lobes
and dilated at the base, set with many oval glands as are the
involucral bracts. The pappus of both ray and disk achenes is a
mere crown of 4 or 5 short scales. Quite common on dry hills
and sandy-gravelly mesas of the Larrea and Pifion pine belts of

Chinch-weed spreads a golden carpet in many desert areas
jrom ]une to October. Beal photo.
Arizona, New Mexico, western Texas and Sonora, at elevations
of 3000 to 7000 feet, blooming in late summer and early fall.
Pectis filipes
Another similar low, much-branched species, the smooth
entire leaves very narrowly linear, an inch or two long, with
numerous glands and 2 or 3 bristles on either side at base. The
yellow flowers are V2 inch or more broad, on very fine thread-like
stems more than an inch long, the 5 lanceolate involucral bracts
with papery margins and marked with numerous glands. The
pappus of 2 to 4 stout stiff awns, awl-shaped and roughish.
Found from western Texas to Arizona and northern Mexico,
on rocky slopes, sandy plains and mesas in the Larrea and Pifion
belts at elevations of 3000 to 6000 feet, blooming from August
to October.
Pectis prostrata (Fetid-Marigold)
The common name, Fetid-Marigold, is sometimes used for all
the Pectis species but oftener given to this prostrate form. The
slightly-hairy branches lie flat on the ground; the linear or
oblanceolate leaves are strongly bristled at the base and dotted
with scattered oil glands; the sessile flower-heads, are rather
congested and much surpassed by the subtending leaves, the 5
oval involucral bracts with thin translucent margins. The pappus
is composed of 2 to 6 lanceolate, very pointed, papery awns.
Found in the Larrea and Pifion belts at altitudes of 4000 to
6000 feet from August to October, on dry slopes and open sandy
plains of western Texas, New Mexico, southern Arizona and
Sonora.
Pectis longipes
A low, diffusely-branched perennial with a woody rootstalk,
often not more than 4 to 8 inches high, the branches trailing
or sometimes ascending, conspicuously angled and grooved. The
very narrow leaves are all near the base, an inch or two long and
liberally provided with roundish, pellucid, brown glands along
the margins, with several long bristles at the base. The yellow
flower-heads may measure an inch or more across, at the tip
of long, thread-like naked stems, the 12 to 15 involucral bracts
linear-lanceolate, with only a single gland or none. The pappus
of the disk achenes is composed of 20 to 40 unequal roughish
bristles, that of the ray of only 2 bristles or strong awns and
sometimes a few scales. It grows on rocky slopes and gravelly
flats at elevations of 3500 to 5500 feet from western Texas to
southern Arizona and northern Mexico, blooming from April to
September.
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• The day following Japan's peace offer,
the editor of Desert Magazine and John
Hilton met at John's gem, art and cactus
shop on Highway 99, and the following
conversation took place:
Editor: "John, you know what the
rockhounds are thinking about this week,
don't you?"
John: "I reckon I do. Every blasted
one of 'em is making plans for a field
trip."
Editor: "That's right, and it is up to
you and Desert Magazine to suggest the
places to go."
John: "You mean you want some
mapped field trip stories for the mineral
collectors?"
Editor: "You're reading my mind,
John. Beginning with the November
issue, we want a mineral field trip in
every issue of Desert—with maps showing how to get there."
John: "All right, boss—we'll start with
a new geode field out in the Chuckawalla country, outside the bombing range.
And there'll be more coming up."
• Almost on the eve of V-J day the
Navy moved Marshal South and his family from their Ghost Mountain home "for
the duration." His article this month tells
of their temporary refuge. Since they are
in an isolated area, the Desert office has
not heard from Marshal since the "duration" ended—but they probably will be
climbing back to Yaquitepec shortly.
• For the next issue of DESERT, Hope
Gilbert has written the story of Adolph
Bandelier, pioneer archeologist in New
Mexico. In his memory the spectacular
ruins of El Rito de los Frijoles, first explored by him, were established as Bandelier national monument—and here is
the setting for his classic novel The
Delight Makers.
• It's all right to dream—but during the
past few years the Campfire Breakfast on
this month's cover was so far out of
reach, DESERT editors since April 1942
have been holding back this tantalizing
campfire scene marked "Reserve for first
issue after V-JE Day."

DESERT CALENDAR
Oct. 7-14—New Mexico state fair, Albuquerque.
Oct. 15—Desert Museum, Palm Springs,
opens.
Nov. 10-12—Frontier Day celebration
and date exhibit, Indio, Calif.
HUNTING SEASONS
Deer—Arizona, northern zone: Oct. 16Nov. 15 (Bill Williams wildlife
management area: Oct. 23-Nov. 1 5 ) ;
California: Sep. 1-Oct. 31 (Imperial
county: Sep. 16-Oct. 15).
Ducks—Nevada: Oct. 13-Dec.31; New
Mexico: Nov. 2-Jan. 20; Utah:
same as Nevada.
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Death Valley from Dante's Point. Photograph by Josef Muench.
LIGHT IN DARKNESS
By MORA M.

iew

BROWN

Riverside, California
As in the darkness of the desert night
The cereus bares its petals one by one,
So in the darkness of earth's bitter plight
Unfolds a light far brighter than the sun.
With day, the perfume and the flowers depart,
To be rekindled but in memory's store;
But God's great love unfolding in the heart
Will shine away earth's hatred and earth's war.

THE GENTLE *WIND
By DONALD G. INGALLS

Los Angeles, California
The vagabond of space is here.
His mood today is merry.
His breath is cool and fragrant,
Perfumed with nature's sherry.
See him moving through the Aspen,
He has done so since their birth.
Now he whispers to the grasses,
And they shake with silent mirth.
Oh, Wanderer of the Wastelands,
Today so gentle and fine.
Would that my existence,
Were as gay and free as thine.'

By RUBY LYTLE

Montrose, California
No warmth of chaparral has clothed this lonely
peak;
No April sings among ferruginous ravines,
Which wear the chiseled mask of death—austere
and bleak,
Untouched by spring, forsaken by the evergreens.
A mile below, a phantom river serpentines
Through salt beds furrowed with the Devil's
cloven prints,
And far across the valley weather-gouged
tureens
Pour molten silver on the giant Panamints.
Exile of starry laurel-fragrant hills, I seek
To break the silence of the desert's throbless
heart.
O Spirit wind that stirs the palms of Furnace
Creek,
I, who have talked with canyon streams, have
here no part!

THE WATER HOLE
By IDA SMITH

Prescott, Arizona
I wandered through the hills one day,
In quest of desert flowers;
The kind that grew in rocks and rills
Without the need of showers.
And there beside a water hole
Some cattle lingered long,
And lifted gentle eyes to mine,
While sparrows winged their song;
And with trusting look of mute appeal,
Drew near as I passed by
So sure that I could help them,
For the water hole was dry!

CREED OF THE DESERT
By J U N E LF.MERT PAXTON

Yucca Valley, California
The bird that sings in the cactus bush
Is borrowing none of life's sorrow;
He gives today the best that he has,
Leaving God to care for tomorrow.
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