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BOOK PUBLISHED FOR
ARIZONA ROCKHOUNDS
After being a rockhound for half a century, 40 years of which were devoted to
Arizona minerals, A. L. Flagg, president
of Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineral
Societies and Mineralogical Society of Arizona, wrote a book for others who collect
or plan to collect in Arizona. It is ROCKHOUNDS & ARIZONA MINERALS,
published in 1944 by Fred Wilson, Whispering Wind Press, Phoenix.
Say you're a novice, you've been wanting
to find out what it takes to make a rockhound—and finally you have some time
and gas. Mr. Flagg tells you how to make
the first start—what to wear, what to take,
and where to look in Arizona (such as
openings of mines and quarries, streambeds and the projection of rock formations
through the soil). After telling you about
the elements of identification, he sorts
Arizona minerals into Ore minerals, Nonmetallics, Semiprecious stones and Rockforming minerals, then describes each.
Just 1800 copies of this De Luxe numbered and autographed edition were
printed. Two full-color plates show 10
rough and polished specimens of Arizona
minerals, identification key, biblio., complete list of Arizona minerals, 82 pp.
$3.50.

HE FOLLOWED THE
WILDERNESS TRAILS
"I will follow my instincts, be myself for
good or ill, and see what will be the upshot," wrote John Muir when he was 29"As long as I live, I'll hear waterfalls and
birds and wind:; sing. I'll interpret the
rocks, learn the language of the flood,
storm and avalanche. I'll acquaint myself
with the glaciers and wild gardens, and get
as near the heart of the world as I can."
And John Muir did just that. He abandoned a career which probably would have
taken him far in the world of industry and
business, for he was gifted with mechanical genius and strong character.
He chose the outdoors—a field that has
never been over-crowded—and devoted a
very active lifetime to exploration and
study and the recording of the lessons he
learned from Nature.
The story of his life and work has been
well told by Linnie Marsh Wolfe in SON
OF THE WILDERNESS, published this
year. Mrs. Wolfe gave many years to an
intimate study oi: Muir's life and associations, and the biography she has written
is complete and aithoritative.
Muir was born in Scotland in 1838. He
came with his family to Wisconsin as a
child. He attended the university at Madison, and at one time planned to be a phy-
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sician. But he was restless indoors. It was a
restlessness that nothing but the wilderness
could satisfy.
He came to California in 1868. In San
Francisco he saw nothing but the "ugliness
of commercialism," and it was not long
before he drifted to San Joaquin valley. He
got his first glimpse of Yosemite valley
when his employer sent him to Tuolumne
Meadows to herd sheep. Then began a
close association with the western mountains that continued as long as he lived.
Muir despised the dog-eat-dog struggle
for existence of the competitive economy.
He saw in Nature a never-ending sermon
in cooperation—and he felt that man must
adjust his philosophy to a closer harmony
with the natural world if he was to survive.
In his later years Muir's writings and
lectures brought him international recognition, and he was able to use this prestige
effectively in the cause of conservation of
the country's natural resources. He fought
successfully to protect Yosemite from the
encroachment of lumber and cattle and
power interests. He was one of the little
group of men who fathered the national
park system at a time when commercial interests were seeking—as they are today—
to grab and exploit for private profit, every
natural resource.
The vision which John Muir had of
man's relation to society and to the world
of Nature has greater significance today
even than in the period of his active leadership. SON OF THE WILDERNESS is a
refreshing and stimulating book.
Published by Alfred Knopf, 1945, New
York. 364 pp., with halftone illustrations.
Index. $3.50.
• • •
PLACER MINING FOR
THE TENDERFOOT
Writing for the novice rather than for
the experienced miner, Jack Douglas, "The
Old Prospector," has prepared a rather
complete guide for use in placer mining
without the use of expensive equipment.
The author tells how to use a pan, how
to build and operate the cradle, rocker,
sluice box, the Long Tom and the Papoose.
There are chapters on camping equipment,
where to look for placer gold, dry placering, women prospectors and a score of
other subjects. Several lost mine stories
are included.
"Books have been written on this subject by men with a better understanding
of geology," writes the author, "but no
book has ever been written on placering
that goes into the detail so necessary for the
prospector to know when he is trying to
fill a small bottle."
The book is offset printed with typewriter type—not an artistic creation—but
readable and full of the author's experiences in placering over the Southwest.
Published by Hobson Book Press, Cynthiana, Kentucky. Halftone illustrations,
glossary. 150 pages. $2.00.
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• This month's cover is a view of Navajo
Falls, one of several beautiful falls in
Havasu canyon in northern Arizona—
land of the Havasupai Indians about
whom Dama Langley has written in this
issue. Navajo Falls are located about half
a mile below Supai village, "where the
creek comes to the rim in a dozen rivulets
between brilliant green islands of watercress, then tumbles 140 feet to a churning
pool of liquid turquoise." The beauty of
Navajo and the other falls was described
by Randall Henderson in the June 1942
issue of DESERT.
• Readers are still commenting on Hope
Gilbert's biographical sketch of Charles
Fletcher Lummis, the man who "discovered the Southwest for Americans,"
which appeared in September 1944 issue.
This month she has written about Adolph
Bandelier, who laid the scientific foundation for archeologic research in the
Southwest. It was Lummis who as a
young man accompanied Bandelier during the Pajarito plateau and Frijoles canyon explorations, and whose photos
taken at that time later illustrated Bandelier's book The Delight Makers.
• For the next issue of DESERT, Nancy
Lunsford tells about furniture made from
cholla and saguaro cactus by Herb Wood,
cabinet maker of the southern Arizona
desert, who makes furniture for many
of the rambling ranch-style homes which
dot the mountain foothills surrounding
Tucson.
• Melissa Stedman, who works for the
Los Angeles board of education, is one
of a horde of those who wanted land—
land anywhere, just so there was "dirt
underfoot and space to breathe." When
the five-acre tract law went into effect
she was one of the first applicants. Her
trials and errors—and her triumph in
finally locating one of those Jackrabbit
homesteads in Morongo Valley, between
Banning and Twentynine Palms, California, will be told next month, in her
first contribution to DESERT.

DESERT CALENDAR
Nov. 3-7—Ogden, Utah, Livestock Show.
Judging, premium awards, exhibits,
annual Stockmen's banquet.
Nov. 10-12—Indio, California, Frontier
Days celebration. Air show, date exhibit, flower show, arts and crafts,
hobbies, carnival.
HUNTING SEASONS
Migratory waterfowl—California (Riverside county): Nov. 2-Jan. 20;
Nevada: Oct. 13-Dec 31; New Mexico: Nov. 2-Jan. 20; Utah: Oct. 13Dec. 31.
Pheasants—California: Nov. 26-Dec. 10,
bag limit 2 ; Nevada (Humboldt and
Pershing counties): Nov. 4 only,
bag limit 3.
Deer—New Mexico (Senroito refuge,
Sandoval county): Nov. 10-21, 400
permits.
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NAVAJO FALLS, Northern Arizona. Photo by Josef
Muench, Santa Barbara, California.
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Lew Wallace was governor of New Mexico and
Billy the Kid, still at large, its most notorious citizen
in the year 1880 when a 40-year-old man of Swiss
birth arrived in the territory to see what he could find
in the way of Indian ruins. The archeologist was
Adolph Bandelier and so important was his 10 years
of work and study in the ancient Indian villages of
New Mexico that today a national monument is
named in his honor. And here is the story of Bandelier.

He Explored the
Ancient Home
of the Koshare
Adolph Francis Bandelier.

By HOPE GILBERT

HICK folds of falling snow in the darkening January
afternoon almost blotted out the slight horseman and
his mount. Both man and beast bent their heads low tc
ward off the stinging blasts of the blizzard. The prospect of
finding shelter and warmth in the semi-desert country of New
Mexico that winter day in the early 1880's was slight. But
Adolph Francis Alphonse Bandelier, pioneer archeologist, ethnologist and documentary historian, was not one to be daunted
by nature or man.
"I started on horseback for the south on the 18th of December," Bandelier wrote his friend Lewis Henry Morgan. "On the
19th, cold and snow set in, and I got out of the latter only on the
17th of January at noon. During the whole trip it snowed on
16 days (or nights), which is not surprising since I was constantly at an altitude of over 7000 feet. I made on this trip 293 miles
on horseback and 35 miles on foot, secured the ground plans of
11 ruins, located 26 more, took 21 photographs and made fair
collections. The scientific results, although obtained under the
greatest difficulties that could be imagined owing to the often
severe cold and deep snow, are very gratifying to me."

be encountered, our early archeologists were harassed by the
ever-pressiag need of money.
With the exception of the geologic surveys made by William
H. Holmes and John Wesley Powell, and the ethnological study
then being made by Frank Hamilton Cushing at Zuni pueblo,
the Southwest was a virgin archeologic field. Setting out alone
and unaided to attack the tremendous project of mapping this
unknown area, and of studying the Pueblos at first hand, was a
challenge to the most hardy. Except for several intervals spent
in Mexico studying the ruins and Spanish archives there, Bandelier was to devote the decade 1880-1890 to intensive ethnological and documentary research in New Mexico and Arizona, with
Santa Fe as his headquarters.
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The name of Adolph Bandelier will live long in the annals of
the Southwest. As a tribute to his memory, the ruins of the canyon of El Rito de los Frijoles, first explored by him, have been
established as Bandelier national monument. Here it is that he
laid the setting of his classic novel The Delight Makers. Although Bandelier always will be most popularly associated with
this intriguing romance of the Pueblo Indians in the days before
the coming of the white man, his name stands for more substantial attainments. It was he who more than any other individual,
in the period 1880-1890, laid the cornerstone of all future
studies in the history, archeology and ethnology of the Southwest.
The life of a pioneer archeologist and ethnologist in the nineteenth century Southwest was hazardous. The American archeologic.scene, lacking the spectacular results of the Greek and
Egyptian settings, was unable to command the sustained interest
of American patrons. So in addition to the physical dangers to

New Mexico in 1880 was undergoing one of the territory's
more tempestuous periods. Cattle and mining booms had come
into full swing with the entry of the railroad into New Mexico
less than a year before. The bloody Lincoln county war, waged
for several years by two factions of rival cattlemen and political
groups, with Billy the Kid as one of the colorful participants, but
recently had been brought under control by General Lew Wallace, then territorial governor. Billy the Kid was still at large
and was to continue his wild career for another year. Elsewhere
in the territory, Apaches were on the rampage under the leadership of Chief Victorio, and a short time later under the dread
Geronimo.
Adolph Bandelier's arrival in Santa Fe the summer of 1880
marked the beginning of a long-awaited dream. Born in Berne,
Switzerland, August 6, 1840, Bandelier as a child had emigrated
with his parents to Highland, Illinois. There his father, who had
been an officer in the Swiss army, became a banker and prominent citizen of the town. At the age of 17 young Adolph was sent
to Switzerland to study geology for a year. Returning to Highland he became associated with his father in banking and mining interests, and he married a Swiss-American girl, Josephine
Huegy.
But to one of young Adolph's studious nature, a career in
business was uninspired drudgery. A fluent linguist, reading
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