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The geology and biology of the Colorado desert are described by T. D. A.
Cockerell in an illustrated 39-page treatise
published as the June, 1945, number of
the Transactions of the Kansas Academy
of Science. Professor Cockerell, who with
Mrs. Cockerell, is at present directing the
Desert Museum at Palm Springs, is a well
known naturalist and author whose scientific work has been extensive.
Although written from a scientist's
viewpoint, the desert student will find

BOOKS

much of interest in the paper—from the
naming of the Colorado desert to a consideration of the recently-arrived barnacles
in Salton Sea. Preliminary to the discussion
of the geological formation of the Colorado desert, Prof. Cockerell examines the
geology of the Rocky Mountains and the
Grand Canyon, "progenitors" of this siltand-gravel laden plain.
Scientists still have many questions
about this area to answer, including its age.
Cockerell lists and discusses evidence gathered by scientists to help solve some of the
puzzles.
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BOOK BRIEFS . . .
Advance notices claim that Forbes Parkhill's Troopers West, published by Farrar
and Rinehart, is above the average in westerns. Its setting is the Ute Indian reservation, Colorado, three years following massacre of the Little Big Horn and plot revolves about Lt. Starr MacArthur, young
medical officer of U. S. cavalry.
• • •
Any editor who makes a "Collection"
knows he is a target for the criticism of
those who have their private opinions as
to what he should have included or
omitted. Editor Harry E. Maule in collecting Great Tales of the American West, for
the Modern Library, New York, set out to
choose his Western favorites, first for interest and second to show examples of the
development of the form. Among authors
included are Ernest Haycox, William
MacLeod Raine, Zane Grey, Eugene Manlove Rhodes, Mark Twain and Bret Harte.
Redmen's Horizons is a booklet
inches in which Walter Pannell gives an
elementary introduction to the significance
of Indian ruins found in the Southwest.
Chapters are: "Evidence of America's Ancient History," "Pictorial History of the
Aztecs," "Indian Dance and Its Significance," "Apartment Dwelling Pueblos,"
"The Indian Tries Civilization." Published
by Thor's Book Service, Los Angeles, at 25
cents.
• • •
Southwest Museum, Los Angeles, recently published a new enlarged edition of
Frances Watkins' The Navajo, No. 16 of
the museum Leaflets. This second edition
has 50 pages, including a reading list.
Illustrated with many photos, drawings. 30
cents. Includes information on homeland,
language, history, subsistence, shelter,
clothing, appearance, crafts, social and political organization, chants, poetry, song
and painting.
• • •
Two illustrated booklets of legends by
W. I. Lively of Phoenix, Arizona, recently
were published and illustrated by A. Truman Helm, Phoenix. Legend of Camelback
Mountain, first published in 1928 and now
re-issued, tells in verse the legend of the
"Old Man of the Mountain," a craggy
projection resembling a human figure on
Camelback, ten miles northeast of Phoenix. The second is Apache Trail, An Indian
Legend, a drama in verse of primeval
Indian life along the Tonto Apache trail
which leads from Phoenix through Tempe,
Mesa, Apache Junction, around the Superstition Mountains, past Roosevelt Dam and
the Tonto cliff dwellings to Globe. This
was the trail used by the Apaches as they
emerged from their stronghold in the
White mountains, and which is followed
closely by the modern highway.
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» About Christmas is the time set for
publication of Dama Langley's new book
Canyon Girl, a story of the Navajo Indians. Mrs. Langley, who frequently
writes of her Indian friends in DESERT,
has dedicated this book to Toli, little
seven-year-old Indian girl whose story she
told in DESERT, November 1943.
• George McClellan "Desert Bird"
Bradt, after almost five years in the army,
now is in Salzburg, Austria, as photographer in the signal corps. While awaiting his return to the desert, his wife "Sis,"
who has collaborated in the numerous
birdlife stories which have appeared in
DESERT, lives on an Arizona ranch. Just
now she is "accidentally" a country school
:eacher. Among other strange creatures
which attend the school is a baby antelope
which follows one of the little boys everywhere—including the classroom !
• Clee and Betty Woods recently went
back to explore a ruined city which had
intrigued them for seven years—since
their first glimpse of it high on a rocky
promontory above the wild and jagged
lava malpais of New Mexico. In a coming
issue Clee will tell of this mysterious
abandoned sky city, whose masonry Clee
believes to be equal to any pre-Columbian
stonework in the Southwest, and superior
to that of Mesa Verde or Chaco Canyon.
• Weldon Woodson, co-author with
Raymond Thorp of Black Widow, America's Most Poisonous Spider, and writer
of stories for DESERT readers about the
chuckawalla, gila monster, horned and
collared lizards, next month will tell some
facts and fancies about another denizen of
the desert, the Centipede—that fabulous
fellow who's supposed to have 100 feet.

DESERT CALENDAR
Dec. 9 and 25—Horseracing, Palo Verde
Rodeo and Livestock association track,
Blythe, California.
Dec. 13-14—Bi-State convention Woodmen of the World (Arizona and New
Mexico), at Globe, Arizona.
Dec. 30—Presentation of Handel's The
Messiah by Salt Lake Oratorio society,
Mormon Tabernacle, Salt Lake City,
Utah.
Feb. 28-Mar. 2, 1946—International Desert Cavalcade, pageant and festival,
Calexico, California.
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DESERT CAMPFIRE. Photo b y Arthur L. Center, S a n
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strongly aromatic, and the young growth is especially attractive
because of the dense bluish or silvery-grey "bloom" which covers
the foliage. Juvenile trees, garbed entirely in this brilliant silverblue, are strikingly handsome.
The heavy, close-grained wood is very light-brownish or
greyish with yellow streaks, the sapwood lighter colored. It is
seldom milled commercially for lumber but has much local use
in construction and for fuel. It is ideal for log cabins and because
of its great durability in contact with the ground it is valuable
for mine-timbers, corral and fence posts, and supplies excellent
straight-grained material for doors, sashes, blinds and such
building accessories.
In Christmas tree size even Santa Claus would approve of it
for festive decoration. To me it is more imposing when the occasional winter snow mantles it with a soft white cloak, the
branches bending downward with the weight of it, glistening
in the sunshine as if bedecked with sparkling diamonds. Then
its noble appearance is truly exhilarating and inspiring.
As living examples of the longevity of the genus, there are
two Cypress trees in Rome said to have been planted by Michael
Angelo, and Lombardy claims a Cypress tree dating from the
year of Christ's birth.
Cypresses are easily recognized by their minute, over-lapping,
scale-like leaves appressed to the quadrangular branchlets and by
the small, globose cones, woody and button-like, held erect on
stout stalks.
Of the several Southwest species there are two that favor the
desert, the most widespread being the Arizona Cypress, Cupressus arizonica, and its variety bonita which differs from the species
chiefly in having the leaves marked on the back by a glandular
depression. Some botanists include this variation within the
species and eliminate the variety.
Arizona Cypress, one of the best known evergreens of the
Southwest, frequently grows in Christmas tree form.
Photo by the author.
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I I OUR IDEAS of the desert probably do not Include native
(J
evergreen trees of the Christmas tree type. It's true you'll
J
not find them on the great stretches of open desert but in
some of the higher desert mountain ranges they grow in pleasing abundance. There are spruce and fir species, the traditional
trees commonly sold in the Yuletide market but those members
of the Pine family belong to the higher altitudes, usually between
7000 and 12,000 feet. Lower down the slopes and in canyons
flourishes one of the best known evergreens of the Southwest,
the Arizona Cypress, often in pure forests covering areas of
considerable extent. Its range slightly overlaps the lowest stations
of the firs and spruces and extends down to 3500 feet or occasionally lower. Its symmetry is variable but frequently it appears
in Christmas tree form with stout horizontal branches and rather
compact conical head. On the crests it develops into a low, spreading broad-crowned tree of marked beauty but in close stands
and in deep canyons it lifts a narrowly-pyramidal crown up to 70
feet or more, the average height of a mature tree being about 40
feet.
One great value of this conifer is for ornamental shade and
so highly is it admired and appreciated for that purpose that
many nurseries of the Southwest carry in stock attractive specimens desirable for cultivation. It is drought-resistent, long-lived,

Cupressus arizonica
Sometimes called Red-barked Cypress. The thin outer bark
of the trunk and larger branches, dark-red or brownish-grey separates into long shreds which persist for many years, exposing
the brighter-red smooth layer underneath. The tiny yellowish
staminate flowers and the inconspicuous green pistillate ones
are borne on different branches of the same tree in early spring.
Usually, though, I have seen them in winter at lower altitudes.
The cones, an inch or less in diameter, are composed of 6 to 8
shield-shaped scales, prominently embossed by a short point
or projection, their dark or reddish brown veiled with a whitish
"bloom." By the end of the second year when they mature, the
wrinkled cone scales have separated more or less widely, disclosing 15 to 20 small compressed seeds under each fertile scale,
the cones remaining on the tree for years after the winged seeds
have disappeared.
Arizona Cypress is native on mountain sides and canyons of
Arizona, western New Mexico and northern Mexico and is
important in furnishing protective cover on dry arid slopes and
canyons.
Cupressus glabra
The Smooth Cypress is identified by deciduous outer bark,
except on trees of great age. After shedding the outer layer the
trunk is left smooth and dark purplish-red, resembling the manzanita's newly exposed inner bark. Aside from its bark-shedding
habit it differs little from the Arizona Cypress.
It follows the same general pattern in form and color, its
crown varying from narrowly conic to a broad rounding head
and its crowded scale-like leaves may or may not have glandular
pits. It has the same value in forming cover protection on dry
gravelly slopes and is also useful for construction purposes of the
same type as the Arizona Cypress.
The Smooth Cypress is found in several Arizona mountain
ranges down the length of the state from 3500 to 5000 feet or
over elevation.
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