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25 CENTS

MANUAL WILL HELP YOU
KNOW SOUTHWEST PLANTS
One of the most useful and best illustrated works on Southwestern plantlife was
published for distribution in August,
1945, by University of Arizona, Tucson.
A MANUAL OF SOUTHWESTERN
DESERT TREES AND SHRUBS, by Lyman Benson and Robert A. Darrow and
collaborators, continues the university's
series of flora of Arizona and the Southwest. The first publication of the group is
THE CACTI OF ARIZONA.
This is a classification and description
of trees and shrubs roughly from Palm
Springs, California, to El Paso, Texas—
from what the authors call the creosotedesert to desert-grasslands, embracing a
wide variety of growth. More specifically
the area includes the Mojave and Colorado
deserts of California; southern Nevada including portions of Nye and Lincoln counties and all but the higher mountains of
Clark county; in Arizona the lowest level
of Grand Canyon and all the area west
and south of the Mogollon Rim and White
mountains; in New Mexico the territory
from Albuquerque south, and west of the
White and Sacramento mountains, and
in Texas the El Paso and Big Bend country.
Lest anyone think the portion of plantlife included here is not much on the
"flowering" side, one glance through the
colored plates or at the table of contents

would convince him otherwise. For in the
desert many of the most brilliant flowers
are found on the more shrubby plants, as
well as on the trees. And unlike the ephemeral annuals which are seen for a comparatively short period, these are found
blooming over much of the year. Here at
random are a few of the "shrubs and trees"
treated—so just see if they do not include
some of your favorite desert "flowers."
Yuccas (about 10 of them), Nolina,
Agaves, Cliffroses, Apache Plume, Redbud, Palo Verde, Smoke tree, Ocotillo,
Pentstemon, Desert Willow (Chilopsis),
many of the Sunflowers and Asters. And
for the true desert rat there are the Salt
Bush, Desert Holly, Wild Apricot, Catsclaw, Mesquites and Palo Verdes, Ironwood, Creosote, Crucifixion Thorn, Elephant Tree, Washingtonia palm, Tamarisk, Burrowweed and Rabbit Brush.
Introduction contains a fine discussion
of the characteristics of desert vegetation,
the distinctive appearance of the various
Southwestern desert regions, flower structure and a guide for using the botantical
key to identify plants.
There are 22 photos in full color, over
80 black and white photos, 43 plates of
line drawings. One of the best features is
the series of 110 geographical distribution
maps, one color showing location of the
main species through the Southwest states.
Appendix, index, paper bound, 411 pages.
$3.00.

"I might have become a millionaire, I chose to become a tramp."
—JOHN MUIR

Son of the Wilderness
By LINNIE MARSH WOLFE
A biography that is a living portrait of a man who combined in
one lifetime the work of a great naturalist, mechanical genius, mountaineer, glaciologist and apostle of conversation.
This is a book for the lover of the outdoors because it is the story
of one of America's greatest outdoor men. John Muir did not aspire
to fame, but it came to him nevertheless because he lived close to
Nature—and Nature develops the best in men.
$3.50 Postpaid to You

DESERT CRAFTS

SHOP

El Centro, California

"PINCUSHION" GENUS
COMES INTO ITS OWN
To the one whose knowledge of the
Mammillarias is confined to a little "pincushion" cactus carefully nourished in a
window box, Dr. Robert T. Craig's book,
THE MAMMILLARIA HANDBOOK
will be a revelation, and to the collector
it will be a welcome addition to cactus literature. For to describe or name all the
known Mammillarias requires almost 400
pages of a 7x10V2 book! It is illustrated
with 300 excellent photographs.
The author, who lives in Baldwin Park,
California, first became acquainted with
this genus of the cactus as a child in the
prairie country of western Kansas, when
he was warned "not to touch" the pincushion cactus but just to "look, at the
pretty flowers." Later when he became familiar with their beauty on the rocky hills
of southern New Mexico and the rugged
mountain sides of Guatemala, his interest
became deeper, finally culminating in the
present impressive monograph.
Although Dr. Craig has been able to
claim cactus collecting only as an avocation, being a dentist by profession, he has
spent much time the past 16 years in research of the literature, field collections
and correlation of all available data on this
genus. His explorations through the
Southwest states and into Sonora and other
states of Mexico have brought adventures
as well as a rich collection and much valuable original data. Of the result, Paul C.
Standley, Chicago Natural History Museum, says, "Here in a single volume and
in a single series is presented the most
comprehensive account that ever has been
attempted on a single group of cacti. Dr.
Craig's splendid account of the Mammillarias is an admirable example of what can
and should be done for all groups of cacti."
Published by Abbey Garden Press, Pasadena, 1945. Bibliography, index. Cloth
bound, coated pre-war paper. $7.50.
• • •
BOOK BRIEFS . . .
One of the recent biographies of Mark
Twain is that written by DeLancey Ferguson and published by Bobbs-Merrill
company, Indianapolis. Mark Twain: Man
and Legend, while a serious and scholarly
biography, is full of flavorful anecdotes
and colorful incidents.
• • •
In 19 pages Edwin F. Walker has written an introduction to the Indians of the
United States, America's Indian Background, Southwest Museum bulletin No.
18. It is accompanied by a 20x26 inch
folding map showing distribution of native tribes of North America. Price 30
cents.
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• "A detailed account of the means
plants have developed for seed dispersal
would read like the records of some supernal Patent Office," says Jerry Laudermilk. His next story for DESERT, although sounding nothing like the records
of a patent office, reveals some of the
ingenious and devious ways which have
been developed in the world of nature
to perpetuate the species. The snares and
barbs and stratagems which Jerry describes make such plants as the Devil's
Claw and Krameria seem possessed of a
conscious striving for immortality.
• Next month you will learn about the
man whose work shaped the destiny of
Coachella Valley, when Roy W. Nixon,
of the government experimental date garden at Indio, introduces Bernard G. Johnson, who first envisioned this valley as
a date growing center. His enthusiasm for
dates was so great and his dealings with
natives of Algeria and other Old WorH
date regions so successful that he was
known as the American Arab. And his
personality was no less interesting than
his importance to the American date industry was significant.
• Evonne Henderson, who has been directing the circulation department of
Desert Magazine since her brother Rand,
enlisted in the marines early in 1942,
on November 4 was married to Charles
A. Riddel 1 of the U.S. Marines, at Yuma,
Arizona. Corporal Riddell and the bride's
brother were buddies in the service before Rand's death in action at Saipan
July 7, 1944. After a brief honeymoon
Riddell left for North Carolina where
he will be on duty pending his discharge.
Evonne will remain at her post in the
Desert Magazine office until after the
holidays.

DESERT CALENDAR
Jan. 18-19—Annual convention New
Mexico Press association, Albuquerque.
Jan. 19-20—First Gem show, San Jose
Lapidary society, San Jose, Calif.
Jan. 24-26—Minerals and Production
meeting of Western mining industry, Shirley-Savoy hotel, Denver,
Colorado.
Jan. 28-Feb. 28—International
Nature
Photography exhibit, Chicago Natural History museum, including
plant life, animal life, geology.
Feb. 23-24—Two ski events at Genoa,
Nevada:
"Snowshoe"
Thomson
Memorial cross country ski races;
Nevada-California state jumping
championship.
Feb. 28-Mar. 2—International
Desert
Cavalcade, pageant and fiesta, Calexico, California.
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DESERT ROAD. In Sabino canyon, Santa Catalina
mountains, north of Tucson, Arizona. Photo by
Chuck Abbott, Tucson.
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One of the most spectacular of the waterfalls in Guadalupe
canyon. A hand-and-toe detour was necessary to reach the
top of these falls.

Clear pools in almost white granite rock are one of the
lures of Guadalupe. Above this pool was an ancient Indian
camp strewn with broken pottery.

Guadalupe @anuon In

JLowet
This month Randall Henderson takes Desert readers across the border
into Mexico for a glimpse of one of the many beautiful palm canyons in
Lower California. And here also are some suggestions for a delicious
camp dinner—cooked Mexican style.
By RANDALL HENDERSON

f ]
MEXICAN first told me about
I j Guadalupe canyon. He said that
many miles south of the border, on
the desert side of the range which forms
the backbone of the Lower California pen-

insula there was a deep gorge with hot
water coming down one side of the canyon
and cold water down the other.
According to reports current in the border town of Mexicali, the hot water springs

had fine curative powers, and old Mexicans often went there for relief from rheumatism and other ailments.
But none of the Mexican nationals
whom I knew in Mexicali could tell me
how to reach the springs. Finally, with
vague directions from someone who knew
someone who had been there, a party of
us crossed through the Mexicali port of
entry and spent much of two days trying
to locate the canyon in which the springs
were located.
We hiked many miles up canyons and
over ridges, and found two cool springs
and many palms—but no canyon that answered the description of Guadalupe.
The canyon derived its name, we were
told, from a pinnacle of rock—a granite
gendarme that stood in bold outline
against the sky on the ridge near the head
of the canyon. One of the early day explorers in that region had seen in the 200foot spire a resemblance to the Virgin of
Guadalupe — and thereafter it had been
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