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'wad-rated
gasoline.?
• • Road-rated gasoline is a new

development in gasoline refining.
It came about through the discovery that the octane rating of a gasoline is not the same at all speeds.

4 * Because of this fact. Union Oil
Company now uses theRoad Method
for determining the quality and performance of "76" Gasoline. This
Road Method is just what the name
implies—

A* Before Shis was known, standard tests for octane number were
run off on laboratory engines at a
fixed speed.Obviously, if the octane
rating of a gasoline varied at different speeds, this method wasn't
telling the whole story.

3 » For example, two different
blends of gasoline might have the
same octane rating in an engine at
18 m.p.h., and yet have entirely different values at speeds of 5, 25, or
50 m.p.h.

5 * It tests the performance of a

6 * That's why the new Road-Rated
"76" Gasoline makes such a difference in your car. It has been more
precisely blended than any gasoline
previously known. This precision
blending means far greater efficiency
far your engine — easier, smoother
driving.

gasoline in traffic and out on ths
open road, where the whole story of
octane rating can be accurately measured at all speeds and under actual
driving conditions.

UNION OIL COMPANY
ROAD-RATED GASOUME
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• M. R. Harrington, curator of Southwest Museum, Los Angeles, and contributor to DESERT, has been elected honorary member of the Sociedad Espeliologica
de Cuba "in consideration of his great
services to the archeology of our country." Harrington's Cuban researches were
published in book form under the title of
Cuba Before Columbus by the Museum of
the American Indian, Heye Foundation,
New York.
• Two DESERT writers have new books
scheduled for May publication by the
Macmillan company. Ed Ainsworth's
book is Eagles Fly West, a long novel
of the turbulent times of the mid-19thcentury—the fight over admission of
California to the Union, the approaching
Civil War, flaming early California politics—and the personal story of a young
New York newspaperman on James Gordon Bennett's old Herald. His hero is inevitably a newsman, since Ainsworth,
now editor of Los Angeles Times editorial page, has been one most of his life.
• The other is a book DESERT readers
especially will be interested in, both because of the author and locale. John Hilton calls his Sonora Sketchbook an experiment in sharing his memories of
living, sketching, painting and collecting scientific specimens in Sonora,
Mexico.
• Dama Langley's Hopi Eagle story,
originally scheduled for this issue, is
postponed for a future number. Another
contribution of Mrs. Langley's, to appear
soon, is a series of two articles about
Navajo weaving. First installment will
describe the preliminary steps of carding, spinning, cleaning and dyeing. Second article will give more details on actual weaving process, from erection of
the loom to description of the various
types of rugs woven in Navajoland.
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Feb. 28-Mar. 2—International Desert
Cavalcade, Calexico, California. Historical pageant and fiesta.
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JbeotU
Valley.
Abutted.
By
Hubert A. Lowraan

HIGHLIGHTS AND SHADOWS
First Prize Winner in January contest is the
dune photo shown above, taken by Hubert
A. Lowraan, Southgate, California.
Second Prize Winner, by C. R. Ege, Chicago,
shows wind-and-water sculptured red sandstone in Canyon de Chelly, Arizona.

Non-prize winning photos were purchased for later publication from: Mrs. Mary
Ann Kasey, Prescott, Arizona; Robert Matthews, San Diego, California; Gene O.
Parks, Las Vegas, Nevada; Tad Nichols,
Tucson, Arizona; Clayton J. Beach, Hollywood, California; Fred H. Ragsdale, Los
Angeles, California.

March Contest, which closes March 20,
will feature Desert Camping. Suitable subjects will include any phase of camp life.
First prize award, $10; 2nd prize, $5.00; each
non-winning photo accepted for publication $2.00. See contest rules in January and
February issues of Desert Magazine.

Wend
Sculptured
By
C. R. Ege

Traveling along the "shore" of the Great Salt desert, Bidwell's party found water at the
base of Pilot peak. Small group of trees shows location of springs, which also saved the
lives of Donner party in 1846.

First Emigrant
By CHARLES KELLY
"Mr. Kelsey left his wagons and
took his family and goods on pack
horses, his oxen being unable to keep
up. Distance today about 12 miles."
Reading the journal of John Bidwell
one day, I found the above entry, made on
September 12, 1841. His location at the
time was at a spring somewhere north of
the Great Salt desert in Utah. Previously
I had followed the old Donner trail of

Train

Without map or guide, John
Bidwell's emigrant train struck
out cross the Great Salt desert of
Utah in 1841 — the first wagon
train to attempt this hazardous
route to California. Traveling the
route over 100 years later in an
automobile, Charles Kelly recalls
some of the hardships endured
by these pathfinders before they
finally were forced to abandon
their wagons and continue with
pack animals.

1846 across the middle of the Salt desert
and found remains of six emigrant wagons
abandoned there, together with bones of
the oxen which drew them. After reading
Bidwell's entry it occurred to me there
might be a possibility of finding some
trace of Kelsey's two wagons, abandoned
in Utah five years earlier.
This appeared to be an interesting
search, not only because the trail never had
been retraced, but because the Bidwell or
Bartleson party was first of all the thousands of emigrant trains which later crossed

hi northwestern Utah parts of the Bidwell trail of 1841 still are visible, kept open by the
ivheels of occasional sheep wagons.
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