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the
belt
without a
buckle!
Belt buckles used to be a problem in service station operation. When the attendant leaned over a fender to check the
oil, it was hard to keep his belt buckle from scratching
the car.
To prevent anything like this happening in a Union Oil
Station, Union Oil Company adopted a special belt for the
Minute Men to wear—a belt without a buckle (see diagram)
—every bit of metal is completely covered by leather!
Designing new wrinkles in wearing apparel is typical of
the lengths to which the Union Oil Minute Men go to give you
extra service. The Minute Men want your business. To get
it, they are offering a new and better brand of service —
based on speed, courtesy and cleanliness—plus the latest,
most sensational automotive products ever offered to the
motoring public. Next time, try the Minute Men!

YOU GET
THESE EXTRA VALUES
ONLY AT
UNION OIL STATIONS!
3 . MINUTE MAN WINDSHIELD SERVICE!
. . . Union's patented
orange towels, combined with special orthosolvent cleanser, get
windshields clean! No
lint! No streaks!
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1 . STOP-WEAR LUBRICATION WITH UNOBA

2 . NEW TRITON MOTOR OIL

. . . Backed by written
guarantee. Only lubrication system which
uses an all-purpose,
heat-resisting, waterresisting grease.

4 . 7600 CASOLINE
The finest gasoline ever
offered the motoring
public. As superior to
other premium fuels as
those products are superior to regular gasolines.

So high in quality you
change if only 2 times a
year/ Cleans your engine, reduces sludge,
carbon and corrosion.
100% paraffin base.

5 . CLEAN REST ROOMS!

©

. . . N e a t and sanitary
enough to pass the inspection you'd give your
own home. Plenty of paper towels, soap. Extralarge mirrors.

OIL MINUTE MAN SERVICE
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DESERT CALENDAR
May 30-June 1—Thirtieth annual Beaumont, Cherry Valley Cherry festival,
street dance, barbecue, parade. Beaumont, California.
May 30-June 1—Desert peaks section, Sierra club, climb of Montgomery and
Boundary peaks, White mountains,
California-Nevada.
May 30-June 3—Albuquerque Market
week, Albuquerque, New Mexico.
June 1-6—"Message of the Ages," pageant of Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, Tabernacle, Salt
Lake City, Utah.
June 2—Opening of Utah Centennial exposition, state fairgrounds, Salt Lake
City, Utah. Exposition runs until
September 20.
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June 9-15—M. I. A. Dance, Speech,
Drama and Music festival, Tabernacle
and University of Utah stadium, Salt
Lake City, Utah.

RED ROCK CANYON, California. Photograph by
Fred H. Ragsdale, Los Angeles, California.
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June events on the desert

FIELD TRIP

POETRY

June 13—Feast day, Sandia pueblo, New
Mexico.

CONTEST

June 15-22—Annual Tribal and Sun
Dance, Chippewa, Cree, Rocky Boy
tribes. Rocky Boy campgrounds, Box
Elder, Montana.

EXPLORATION
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Current news briefs
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Let Me Travel on a Dirt Road, and other poems . 15
We Owe the Navajo Six Hundred Schools
16
By DAMA LANGLEY
Prize photo contest announcement
20
Palms That Survived in Cloudburst Canyon
By RANDALL HENDERSON . . .' .
A test of y o u r d e s e r t k n o w l e d g e
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Here a n d There on t h e Desert

LETTERS
HOBBY

June 19-22—Go-Western Rodeo, Billings, Montana.

COMMENT

June 20-21—National C.A.A. track and
field meet, University of Utah stadium, Salt Lake City, Utah.

BOOKS

29

C o m m e n t from Desert M a g a z i n e r e a d e r s
G e m s a n d Minerals
—Edited b y ARTHUR L. EATON

. . .

35
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A m a t e u r G e m Cutter, b y LELANDE QUICK
Just Between You a n d Me, b y the Editor
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Current r e v i e w s of S o u t h w e s t b o o k s

June 29-30—Rodeo and old time roundup, Dewey, Arizona.
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June 24—San Juan day, corn dance, San
Juan pueblo, New Mexico.
June 28-July 6—U. S. Clay court tennis
championships, Tennis club, Salt
Lake City, Utah.

27

NEWS

LAPIDARY

June 24—San Juan day, St. Johns, Arizona.

When Rawhide Roared
By HAROLD O. WEIGHT
Gems From a Hidden Paradise

DESERT QUIZ

June 18—Indian Rodeo celebration, St.
Johns, Arizona.

June 20-21—Western historical pageant
and parade, Billings, Montana.

4

By JOHN HILTON
MINING

INDIANS

June 14-15—Desert Peaks section, Sierra
club, climb of Wacoba mountain, Inyo
range.

3

PHOTOGRAPHY Prize winners in April contest'

June 12—Corn dance, Taos pueblo, New
Mexico.

June 12-13—Convention, Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineral societies,
Newhouse hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah.
Convention field trip, Topaz mountain, June 14-15.
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HISTORY
June 7-25—Exhibit water colors and
wash drawings by Peter Hurd, Museum of Northern Arizona, Flagstaff,
Arizona.
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Two years . . . $5.00
Canadian subscriptions 26c extra, foreign 50c extra.
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P.O.D. Order No. 1»«87.
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There are as many definitions
of the Spirit of the Desert as there
are people who love it. And no
man can say another's definition
is wrong. The mood of the desert
changes constantly as the sun
moves across it, the wind blows,
the rain falls, the clouds float by.
But if there is a common factor
upon which desert people can
agree, certainly it must be that of
beauty in barrenness. A beauty
that at times is so knife-edged, so
unsoftened by moist atmosphere
and lush vegetation that it hurts
the onlooker.

For its monthly photographic contest in April, Desert asked for pictures
symbolizing the "Spirit of the- Desert." It was a very broad assignment,
since the desert means many things to many people.
But the response was most gratifying, and out of the many scores of
prints submitted, the staff selected the two prints appearing on these
pages as winners.
FIRST PRIZE went to Rayburn F. Hunt of Flagstaff, Arizona, for the picture above titled "Guardsman of the Desert." Exposure made 10 minutes
after sundown on the Constellation road three miles northeast of Wickenburg, Arizona. Kodak Bantam Special, Plus-X film, developed in Microdol, exposure Vz sec. at f. 16, print on F-2 Kodabromide developed in D 72.
SECOND PRIZE went to Dick Freeman of Los Angeles, California, for
the picture on the opposite page titled "Monument Valley in October."
Taken with a 4x5 view camera, Isopan cut film, G filter, 11:00 a. m., 1/5
second at f.4.5.

Never is the barren beauty of
the desert more keenly felt, more
richly displayed than at sundown. Rayburn F. Hunt's picture
has captured much of it. He has
pictured the Arizona desert. But,
replace saguaro with cholla, or
Joshua or pinyon, and the spirit
would remain unchanged. Weird
beauty of desert vegetation—
vegetation whose adaption to
and triumph over a harshly adverse environment is in itself a
thing of beauty — has been'
caught and projected against the
darkening sky. The fragile
clouds, almost the only soft
things which grace the desert
scene, have been painted and
outlined by the sinking sun, and
serve to accentuate the incredible depth and blueness of the
sky. And the almost unbelievable clarity of the evening atmosphere is there; we can see away
to the edge of the world.
One who had never seen the
desert could view such a picture
and feel something of its attraction, understand why the lover
of the wasteland gropes for
words when he seeks to describe
it.
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Monument Valley in October
In this photograph taken in Monument valley, Dick
Freeman has caught four of those intangibles which
constitute that elusive thing called the lure of the desert.
PEACE! Since it has neither mines nor forests nor rich
agricultural lands, Monument valley has never known
the bitter conflict of man competing against man for the
tangible riches which are identified with luxury and
power. The people of this remote region are the softspoken Navajo—and their's is a peaceful occupation.
They are shepherds.
BEAUTY! Where in all the world is the beauty and
majesty of natural things better symbolized than in this
picture? Visualize these towering buttes of red and orJUNE,
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ange sandstone against a blue sky flecked with the
fleecy whiteness of passing clouds—and you will understand why artists and poets find in Monument valley
one of the loveliest settings in all outdoors.
COURAGE! Undaunted by withering sun and with
little rainfall, the juniper, sage, rabbitbush, cacti and
scores of other members of the plant world carry on here
year after year and occasionally burst into gorgeous
blossom as a symbol of the courage which is their's.
ADAPTATION! Monument valley has peace and
beauty and courage because here in this remote region
the natural laws of adaptation have had little interference from hands of men. The living things in this setting
have adapted themselves to their environment.

