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You Will Be Wearing Rainbows
When you wear jewelry set with TITANIA. After years of experiments, syn-
thetic Rutile is now available in facet cut brilliants. This magnificent substance
has been given the name of "TITANIA."

When viewed under proper lighting, round brilliants of TITANIA appear
to be polished bits of rainbows. Certain remarkable optical properties make
this extreme refraction of light possible.

HERE ARE THE FACTS
SUBSTANCE

AMETHYST
EMERALD
RUBY, SAPPHIRE
DIAMOND
TITANIA

INDEX OF
REFRACTION

1.544 - 1.553
1.564 - 1.590
1.760 - 1.768
2.417
2.605 - 2.901

CHROMATIC
DISPERSION

.013

.014

.018

.063

.300 (APPROX.)

The ability of a gem to break up light into its component colors and produce
a rainbow effect is measured by its chromatic dispersion. Note that TITANIA
has 5—25 times more ability to produce this RAINBOW EFFECT than any of
the first five natural gems in the above list.

Everyone to whom you show this new jewelry will wish to purchase a ring
or pair of earrings. A free circular is available which gives you all the facts
about TITANIA JEWELRY. This circular outlines a discount plan that will per-
mit you to own one of these magnificent stones at no cost to yourself.

DEALERS INQUIRIES SOLICITED

AN ARTICLE TELLS THE STORY BEHIND THIS AMAZING DISCOVERY

The 1950 Revised Edition of Grieger's "Encyclopedia and
Super Catalog of the Lapidary and Jewelry Arts"

$1.00 Per Copy
This is a 192-page book 9"xl2" in size. There are at least 60 pages of in-

structive articles by authors of national fame. There are new articles by EMIL
KRONQUIST and LOUIS WIENER on jewelry making. The 15-page article
on jewelry casting by the LOST WAX METHOD using the new KERR HOBBY-
CRAFT CASTING UNIT is alone worth $1.00. "ROCK DETERMINATION
SIMPLIFIED" by Mr. E. V. Van Amringe with illustrations and charts helps
you to identify your field trip discoveries. Two excellent field trips are mapped.

Everything you need in MACHINERY, TOOLS. SUPPLIES and MATERIALS
is illustrated, described and priced for your convenience.

VISIT OUR SHOP AND SECURE YOUR COPY OF THIS UNIQUE BOOK
Sent Postpaid in U. S. A., its Territories and Canada for only $1.00.

READ THESE REMARKS BY THOSE WHO PURCHASED THE FIRST EDITION—"I would still
buy it at $3.00 to $5.00 as it contains as much if not more meaty information for the lapidary and
jeweler than any of the books on the market selling in that price range. " "It is better than most
lapidary handbooks." "It is the only satisfactory catalog of lapidary supplies and materials that
I have ever seen. It is superbly illustrated and superbly printed."

1633 EAST WALNUT STREET
PASADENA 4, CALIFORNIA.

PHONE 5Y6-6423
OPEN ON FRIDAY AND SATURDAY ONLY 8.30AM-5:30 PM-
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
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DESERT CALENDAR
June 2-4—Arizona District 20-30 Club

convention, Flagstaff.
June 3-4—Hobby show, China Lake,

California.
June 3-25—Navajo and Apache paint-

ers' exhibit at Museum of North-
ern Arizona, Flagstaff, Dr. Harold
S. Colton, director.

June 4—Sports Day, fly and bait
casting, trap shooting, at Storrie
Lake, Las Vegas, Nevada.

June 7-9—Rocky Mountain Federa-
tion rock show, El Paso, Texas.
In the Coliseum.

June 7-10—Grand lodge annual con-
vention of Elks Auxiliary, Ogden,
Utah.

June 8—Buffalo dance at Santa Clara
Pueblo, New Mexico.

June 10-11—Eighth annual Mineral
and Gem exhibit, Long Beach Min-
eral and Gem society, Sciot's Hall,
1005 East Sixth Street, Long Beach,
California.

June 11—Corpus Christi Sunday, out-
door religious processions, Santa
Fe, New Mexico.

June 13—Annual fiesta, Sandia In-
dian pueblo, 12 miles north of Al-
buquerque, New Mexico.

June 16—Tri-State conference of
Western Mining Council, Reno, Ne-
vada.

June 16-17-18—First annual Art Fes-
tival, Federated Artists of Utah, at
Springdale, Zion Canyon, to be
held in conjunction with formal
opening of trie Springdale Mormon
Craft village.

June 16-17-18—New Mexico Future
Farmers of America rodeo, Santa
Rosa.

June 17-18—California Federation of
Mineralogical Societies convention,
at Trona, California. First true out-
door Rockhound convention. Camp-
ing space and facilities available at
Valley Wells, convention site, six
miles north of Trona.

June 23-24—State Young Democratic
convention, Newhouse Hotel, Salt
Lake City, Utah.

June 24—Corn dances at San Juan
Indian pueblo, north of Santa Fe,
New Mexico; at Taos oueblo, near
Taos; at Acoma pueblo, west of
Albuquerque.

June 25—Historical-religious proces-
sion commemorating the Spanish
reconquest of New Mexico from
the Indians in 1692, at Santa Fe.

June 28-30—Annual convention and
exhibition of National Federation
and Midwest Federation of Geo-
logical and Mineralogical societies,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

June 1-30—Photographs of Honduras
and the Mayans, accompanied by
Mayan objects from the Museum's
collections, at Southwest Museum,
Highland Park, Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia.
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CONFIDANTE

By EVELYN PIEPMEIER ROSS
Kansas City, Missouri

Death Valley. Photograph by Josef Muench

"I have a secret to tell you," the Desert
whispered to me,

But only those may know it whose hearts
really are free.

For I've hidden it deep in the sunset
Of Life's perfect day;
And covered it with the veil of evening'
Along Coronado's golden way.
It's pinned with a star's own silver
Against night's obsidian stone,
And culled in the warm day's sunlight
When the turquoise rain is done.
It quivers on the quickening air
And leaves no sign or trace
Upon the sand blowing o'er the dunes
Or upon the "Old Man's Sleeping Face."
It is here—the untouchable melody
Of little remembered things
The far-off coyotes unanswered call,
Greasewood crushed in Fate's finger-roll,
A dove's gentle whirr of wings.
I've desert winds in my heart that are blow-

ing still:
Ah yes, I know her secret—and always

will!!

By EULA G. KLEIN
Los Angeles, California

Death has ridden hard along these trails,
Touched his dreary hands to many a man;
Stalked each passing traveler along these
Wasteland paths; but by his side he can
Boast a gallant friend, an angel known as
Beauty tips his brush, and brown hill
Turns to red and gold or shifts to purple
Splendor as the sun curves by. The thrill
Of Death's bright angel friend is always

here
And man can see this paradox I'm told;
Light and dark, two angels winging by
Touching hearts with death or desert gold.

THAT MAN MAY UNDERSTAND
By PAUL WILHELM

Thousand Palms, California
Desert! Wake earth, sing rocks and shiver

hills!
Bestir the sluggish rattler in the bush!
The sly coyote within his den!
Give man your earth that he may dream

again!
Give him your sky, white sand and clean

winds blowing!
Horizons clear, your distances for thought!
Awaken man that he may own his heart!

NOSTALGIA

By SYBIL J. LAKE
Dumas, Texas

A wanderer born, I glimpsed the desert land.
Vague memories, and half-formed dreams
Outlined my kinship to this endless sand.
But bread and butter must of course be

bought—
And here I'm chained, although my soul

is not.
It roams the peaceful wastelands, wild and

free;
Forever close to earth, yet near to Thee.

By TANYA SOUTH

New Hope still beckons. Everywhere
New Hope lifts up from burdened

care.
It looks beyond, above, away,
And sees new dawn, a brighter day,
New vistas vast, new gleams fore-

telling
That Life and Hope are one upwell-

ing
And deathless spiritual course

Back to One Source.

THE DESERT MAGAZINE



Here is part of the rock collecting field described in this story. The rocks apparently
are part of an alluvial deposit in lakes which occupied the Mojave desert thousands
of years ago. In this area were found petrified wood and palm root, chalcedony,

jasper and moss agate.

By HAROLD O. WEIGHT
Photographs by the author

Map by Norton Allen

OST mine hunting can be real
fun—if you have side hobbies
to entertain you if you don't

find the mine. Early this spring, in
the Alvord mountain region northeast
of Yermo, we hunted a fabulous gold
ledge which its discoverer, Charles
Alvord, said was rich enough to pay
off the national debt. In two trips we
didn't even locate the spring which
was the key to further search. But we
enjoyed ourselves tracing out an al-
most forgotten sector of the Old Span-
ish Trail and collecting rocks which
will cut into beautiful jewelry.

The rich ledge was found and then
lost about 1860 when a group of ad-
venturers searched for the Lost Gun-
sight silver lode of Death Valley.
Alvord was a well known prospector

and leader of the group according to
one story, and an elderly easterner who
knew nothing about prospecting ac-
cording to another version. Asabel
Bennett of the original Death Valley
emigrants also was on the expedition.

The group followed the Old Spanish
Trail from San Bernardino to the
Amargosa, then into Death Valley.
They did not find the Lost Gunsight,
but somewhere in their wanderings
Charles Alvord stumbled onto high
grade—black manganese linked with
wire gold. One story has it that he
concealed his find from his partners.
The other is that they were looking
only for a cliff of silver and, consider-
ing him a tenderfoot, ignored his speci-
mens.

When an assay disclosed the value
of the ore, his partners insisted that
Alvord lead them to the ledge. On the
second trip they became bitter and
quarrelsome and Alvord could not or

The Lost Alvord gold mine is
still lost as far as Harold Weight
is concerned, but in searching
for it he found some very fine
mineral specimens which will in-
terest all those who explore the
desert country in quest of pretty
stones. Here is a field trip to the
Mojave desert that has every-
thing—history, botany, geology,
gemstones and a few clues to a
historic lost mine.

would not relocate his strike. He made
one more attempt to return to the
ledge, taking with him Joe Clews, the
only member of the first party with
whom he remained on good terms.
Others of the original group overtook
them. There was gunplay and the trip
was abandoned. Shortly thereafter Al-
vord is said to have been murdered.

Many of the searches for the Lost
Alvord since then have been concen-
trated around the southern end of
Death Valley and the Owl Holes re-
gion. The version locating the ledge
in the Alvord Mountains was called
to my attention by Phil Cooper of Ros-
coe, who hunted for it there himself,
then decided the whole thing was a
fancy bit of imagination. This version,
which appeared in a Los Angeles news-
paper 31 years ago, is far more defi-
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