


PLACES TO STAY
WHAT TO SEE .

TRAVEL GUIDE
• GUIDE SERVICE • RESORTS

. . . IN THE DESERT SOUTHWEST

SCOTTY'S | |

CASTLE

DEATH

VALLEY

HOURLY TOURS
OF FABULOUS LUXURY

Overnight Accommodations:
European from $6 dbl.

Mod. Am. from $13 dbl.

See your Travel Agent
or write—

CASTLE HEAD OFFICE
1462 N. Stanley Ave
Hollywood 46, Calif.
NOW IS THE TIME

Stove Pipe Wells Hotel
Death Valley

California

Home of the Famous Annual

BURRO-FLAPJACK
CONTEST

Stove Pipe Wells Hotel was until his
death in 1950 owned and operated by
George Palmer Putnam, renowned
author and explorer. It continues un-
der the personal management of Mrs.
George Palmer Putnam.

Season: October 1 to June 1

SAN JUAN and COLORADO
RIVER EXPEDITIONS

Enjoy exploration safe adventure and
scenic beauty in Ihe gorgeous canyons of
Utah and Arizona. Staunch boats, experi-
enced overmen. For 1955 summer schedule
or charier trips anytime write to—

I. FRANK WRIGHT

MEXICAN HAT EXPEDITIONS
Blanding, Utah

Visit LAS VEGAS—Gaming Center of the
World — Nevada's Desert Playground

Enjoy sunshine by day; see the "Stars" at
night. For pleasing, restful accommodations
write or phone—

GATEWAY MOTEL
('ciitcr of Town, 5th al Charleston,

Las Vegas, Nevada
B<>\ 86J — Phone: 2<>4

Members AAA and "TOPS"

I

I

What is the desert?
It is so much more than sand and

sun, cactus and palm. It is variety as
opposed to monotony—friendly rather
than forbidding.

What are your interests, for exam-
ple? Desert attractions run the gamut
from just basking in the sun to partici-
pation in practically all active sports.

Fishing, boating and water sports
seem alien to the desert until you
realize the vast water areas created by
the water conservation programs in
the Desert Southwest. On the lower
Colorado River we find a chain of
lakes created by the dams built to
harness the river. Between Coachella
and Imperial Valleys in Southern Cali-
fornia lies Salton Sea, California's
largest body of water.

Do you like fairs, festivals, celebra-
tions, rodeos? This is the season when
the desert preens herself in the sun,
showing off her finery with parades
and exhibitions. See Desert Calendar
for list of events.

Now is the time, in January! Get
your share of this magnificent winter
climate. Leave your tensions behind
as you enjoy the hospitality and in-
formality of the desert. It has some-
thing for everyone.

GREEN PALM LODGE
DON and ELIZABETH McNEILLY

(Resident Owners)
Hwy. I l l , Palm Desert. California

midway between Indio and Palm Springs.
All Electric Accommodations—Rooms and

Fully Equipped Apartments
Complimentary Breakfasi

Served to your room or around Pool. Pool
temp, above S0° at all times. Beautiful
scenery in a warm dry climate.

Only few minutes from where President
Kisenhower plays Kolf. Close to fine res-
taurants, entertainment. twlf, tenirs.
horses. shops. Members of fabulous
Shadow Mountain Club.

(Ree. by So. Calif. Auto Club—Nat. Auto
Club. Also in most Hlue Hooks.)
For Reservat ions : Wri te P .O. Box 212,

Or phone Palm Desert 76-204]

*. FURNACE
CREEK INN

AMERICAN PLAN

FURNACE CREEK
RANCH

EUROPEAN PLAN .-*'

Enjoy this luxurious desert oasis
for rest, quiet, recreation : golf,
tennis, riding, swimming, tour-
ing, and exploring. Sunny days,
cool nights. Excellent highways.
For folders and reservations
write 5410 Death Valley Hotel
Co., Death Valley, Calif. Or
phone Furnace Creek Inn at
Death Valley. Or call your local
travel agencies.

Confirmed or Prospective

RIVER RATS

Plan now for a

SHARE-THE-EXPENSE
RIVER TRIP IN 1955

Write to:

GEORGIE AND WHITY
737 W. 101st STREET

LOS ANGELES 44, CALIF.

Iii Indio, Date Capital of the World
RANCHO LAS ADELFAS GUEST COTTAGES

In California's desert playground—heated
swimming pool; quiet, restful; ideal ac-
commodations (kitchen optional).
A Desert Oasis amidst Palms & Oleanders
Highway 111, 500 ft. W. of Fairgrounds
Indio, Cal. (Rec. by Duncan Hines, AAA)

HEALTHIEST SPOT IN THE WORLD!
Oas is in Ca l i fo rn i a d e s e r t a t ideal 1200' a l t i t u d e on edg
ehel la Valley. Dry, w a r m d e s e r t a i r p l u s perfect ac<
TROPICAL PALMS—guarantee
New, air-conditioned kitchen apts. and hoti

of lovely Coa-
immodations of

swimming pool. Stay a day, wet
TROPICAL PALMS, 721 l';il

k or season al
>r., Desert Hoi SprhlgR,

(.lust 2Vn hrs. from Los Angele few min. from Pair
$6 to S12 day; spec, weekly rates. Telephone 425!
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DESERT CALENDAR
Jan. 1—Comanche Dancers at Plaza

of old Mission of St. Francis,
Ranchos de Taos; also Ceremonial
Dance at Taos Pueblo, Taos, N.M.

Jan. 1—Southwestern Sun Carnival
Parade and Sun Bowl Game, El
Paso, Texas.

Jan. 1—Salad Bowl Football Game
and Parade, Phoenix, Arizona.

Jan. 1-2—Sierra Club's Desert Peaks
Hike and Camping Trip to Corn
Springs, Chuckawalla Mountains,
California.

Jan. 6—Buffalo Dance, El Dia de Los
Tres Reyes, at Taos Pueblo, Taos,
New Mexico.

Jan. 1-31—Skiing at Aqua Piedra
Recreational Area, Carson National
Forest, New Mexico.

Jan. 3-8—Arizona 7th Annual Na-
tional Livestock Show, Phoenix,
Arizona.

Jan. 8-9—Sierra Club's Camping Trip
to Phantom Canyon and Enchanted
Valley, California.

Jan. 9—Don's Club Trip to Shrine of
St. Joseph, Yarnell and Black Can-
yon, from Phoenix, Arizona.

Jan. 15—Deadline for entries, tenth
annual International Nature Pho-
tography Exhibition, Nature Cam-
era Club of Chicago. Entry forms
available from Blanch Kolarik,
5801 W. 63rd St., Chicago 38, 111.

Jan. 22-23 — Sierra Club's Desert
Peaks Hike, up Manly Peak; meet-
ing at Ballarat, Panamint Valley,
California.

Jan. 23 — Lectures: (1) Arts and
Crafts of Southwestern Indians (2)
Navajo Sandpainters (3) S.W. In-
dian Ceremonials, at Southwest
Museum, Los Angeles, California.

Jan. 23—Don's Club Trip to Silver-
bell Mine, from Phoenix, Arizona.

Jan. 28-30—Gold Rush Days. Wick-
enburg, Arizona.

Jan. 30 — Don's Club Trip to St.
John's Mission from Phoenix, Ariz.

Jan. 30—Lecture: Arizona Adventure,
by Avalon Daggett, at Southwest
Museum, Los Angeles, California.
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It's back and shovel for many a "lonewolf" or small operator who, working on
limited capital is trying to cash in on the uranium bonanza.

They're Finding Paydirt
on the Colorado Plateau
Spurred by the Atomic Energy

Commission's promise of a bonus
and a guaranteed market, a new
mining boom is in progress on the
great plateau which extends across
the Utah-Colorado state line. Some
important strikes have been made
— and thousands of prospectors
with Geiger counters are in the
field listening to the little gadget
which indicates the presence of
radioactive ore.

By MURIEL LEDERER
Photographs by C. Hal Rumel

Map by Norton Allen

7HE VAST wastelands of the Far
West are alive again with the
tread of prospectors searching

for a precious ore—uranium. Unlike
their predecessors, the '49ers in search
of gold and silver, these modern day
prospectors need not gamble every-
thing to succeed. As little as $50 in
cash and good sturdy legs can make a
man hopeful of winning a fortune in
the West's latest mining boom.

Take the case of the prospector we'll
call Pete Perkins. He owned a store
in Minnesota. An amateur rockhound,
he spent his weekends hunting speci-
mens in the surrounding countryside.
Tales of the uranium boom on the
Colorado Plateau reached Pete and he
began to dream about wealth that
might be found beyond the Rockies.
One day he sold his store, closed up
his house and moved his family to

D E S E R T M A G A Z I N E



Temple Mountain, Southeastern Utah—typical uranium producing desert area.
Note drilling camp in lower right hand side of the picture.

the center of the rush—Grand Junc-
tion, Colorado, where mineral samples
are as common as dirt.

Pete loitered about for a few days
talking to people and gathering infor-
mation about uranium. He was told
that an amateur has a better chance
making a strike than a trained pros-
pector because, as an amateur, he has
not set ideas of what uranium forma-
tions look like. The folks in Grand
Junction called uranium the "peoples
mineral" as well over half of all the
known deposits were found by ama-
teur prospectors.

Prospectors, miners, speculators and
investors were flocking to Grand Junc-
tion—and all talking about uranium
ores. Pete met people from all walks
of life who had turned hopefully to
prospecting. Many were hard-working
folks staking their meager savings on
a strike. They lived in tents, digging
and sorting their ore by hand, lugging
it out by wheelbarrow because most
of the mines are small and more profit-
able when handworked.

Many of the prospectors like Pete
were former rockhounds. He sensed a
new type of prospector—1954 style—
a treasure hunter, grizzled and tough
and just as determined as the men of
100 years ago. These modern men
however, ride in station wagons and
jeeps and carry geiger counters. There
were men who assured Pete that serious
prospecting isn't easy and can be ex-
pensive. Often the highgrade deposits
are not commercially profitable to mine
because though of rich grade, the pock-
ets are too small.

One man in several hundred locates
a strike. Those who know, say you
shouldn't throw up everything at home
and set out with a geiger counter and
pick just because it sounds easy. It isn't!
There is much hard work between the
first step into the wastelands and the
first payoff in dollars.

In spite of all the words of warning,
Pete wasn't discouraged. He headed
for Atomic Energy Commission Oper-
ation Office in Grand Junction. There
he was given information on mining

and exploration techniques and maps
of likely ore-bearing areas. He sent
for a pocket handbook called Prospect-
ing for Uranium and got a copy of The
Uranium and Fluorescent Minerals for
additional information.

The experts Pete spoke to around
town all gave him the same three bits
of advice for success. First, know
what uranium minerals look like. Sec-
ond, look in the most likely places for
them. Third, be on the lookout for
guiding clues. However, everyone
added that uranium is where you find
it and may turn up where you least
expect it.

Pete decided to learn as much as he
could about the wonder mineral before
starting out. He read that before 1939
uranium was an almost useless by-
product of radium. That's no longer
true. Radium is now a by-product in
the production of uranium. There are
four main types of deposits where one
might find uranium: vein deposits, de-
posits in sedimentary rocks, placer and
pegmatite deposits. The best known
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