Hopi Children
It was a hot day in August when
Ross Carmichael of Reseda, California, pointed his camera at these
Hopi children. The result was a delightful picture depicting the universality of children's moods —• the
highly amused little girl, the farfrom-amused infant in her arms, and
the lad standing behind them who
obviously is more interested in Carmichael's work than in the routine
squawking of his young friend. This
month's first prize winning photograph was taken with a Speed
Graphic 4x5 camera; Carl Zeis Tessar lens; Plus X film; f. 16 at 1/50
second.

Pictures of
the Month

Elephant Trees
This is how Louise S. Lovett of
Santa Cruz, California, describes the
subject matter of the second award
photograph: "Elephant trees have
bark like dirty flesh with rude
wounds; purple twigs; light green
leaves; blue berries . . ." This tree
is among the earth's most unusual
vegetable species, and is a major
attraction of the Anza-Borrego State
Park in Southern California. The
photograph was made ai the park
in the spring of this year with an old
Eastman Kodak (1920) set at f. 11,
1/100 second.

L€TT€R
To the Readers
of Desert Magazine:
Thanks to the interest and
loyalty of you who have been
regular readers of Desert Magazine, the publishing business
which I founded in 1937 has
grown and prospered. But its
growth has imposed ever-increasing duties on my shoulders: the
management of a book publishing and general printing business,
the operation of a retail and mail
order book shop, the sponsorship of a desert gallery of fine
arts and crafts, and the securing
of competent personnel for a
growing organization — all these
duties in addition to the editing
of Desert Magazine.
It has become too big a job for
one man, and I have looked forward
to the day when I could relinquish
all the details of business management, and devote my time exclusively
to the job I liked best—editing and
writing for Desert Magazine.
Today, I am glad to announce that
as of September 1, my goal will be
realized—I will be free to write for
Desert Magazine, with no distractions of a commercial nature. On
this date the ownership and business
management of the Magazine will
pass to the hands of a group of very
fine associates of whom Charles E.
Shelton will be the publisher and
principal owner. I say "associates"
because 1 am stitl a part of the organization, not only as editor but
also as part owner and a director in
the newly formed corporation.
In our printing, publishing and
book business, Shelton will be my
new boss. I selected him for the job
very carefully because I want Desert
always to maintain the ideals of service, accuracy and integrity which I
have sought to maintain since Desert
was founded.
I have known Chuck Shelton for
many years. He is a young man
who turned down the vice presidency
of one of Southern California's leading colleges because he preferred to
come to the desert as the publisher
of Desert Magazine, During the years
when he published the Glendora
Press and the Azusa Herald in Southern California, he made an enviable
record for himself, both for clean
constructive journalism, and for a
high standard of business ethics.
Chuck has tramped and explored the
desert as I have. He loves this land
of the far horizons and golden sunsets. You'll like Chuck.
No changes are planned in the personnel of our organization. Gene
Conrotto, not only will remain as
associate editor, but he is now one
of the owners — a member of the
new corporation.
If there are changes in Desert,
they will be for the better, I assure
you,
RANDALL HENDERSON
Editor
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Old Fort Bowie
By JOSEF and JOYCE MUENCH
In 1862 this fort, named to honor
George W. Bowie of the California
Volunteers, was established as a protection for Apache Pass, perhaps the
most dangerous point on the long immigrant road to California. Cutting
between the foothills of the Dos Cabezas Mountains and the Chiricahuas,
the pass itself winds and twists, offering in rocks and low trees, excellent
ambush possibilities for the Apaches.
On a hilltop and sunny slopes,
adobe walls of the fort and outlines
of some thirty other structures form
impressive ruins for the busy post,
abandoned in 1896 and sold to local
ranchers and farmers in 1912, Vandals
have carried away window frames and
whatever else was removable but
there is talk of restoration and possible
national monument status for the site.
Reached off State 86 from Bowie,
the area is dotted with spots where
soldiers or immigrants encountered
Indian raiding parties and several of
them are marked, as the site of a
wagon train massacre of 1861 up in
the Pass,
DESERT
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Fiesta
Time

in
Santa Fe
By AIDA CALHOUN

Indians parading in the Plaza. New
Mexico State Tourist Bureau Photo.
THE torjas overflow with
grain in late summer, vegetables and fruit have been gathered, and the pumpkins in the fields
await the kiss of some frosty night,
New Mexicans prepare for the great
celebration.
The house is made ready. Outside
walls are whitewashed, and the fence
mended. Blankets and rugs are taken
to the creek for washing. Then comes
the matter of costumes. Closets are
ransacked — colorful purple shirts
Mariachi de Chapat. Santa Fe Railway Photo.

Zozobra — Old Man Gloom. His
burning signals the start of the festival. New Mexico State Tourist
Bureau Photo.
trimmed in pink, green skirts fringed
with yellow -—• laces and jewels are
carefully inspected.
It is time for the Fiesta, and in New
Mexico's capital city of Santa Fe this
celebration is as spectacular and
thrilling as Louisiana's Mardi gras or
the pre-Lenten carnivals of the Old
World.
This year Santa Fe's Fiesta begins
on Friday, August 29, with the traditional burning of Zozobra (Old Man
Gloom), and continues through Monday, Labor Day, September 1.
This is the time for little children
SEPTEMBER,

1958

