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On April 4, 1888, Minnesota and the Mid-West was experience
ing one of the worst blizzards on record—a violent, blinding
snowstorm with a very strong wind and a very great cold—
("The Blizzard of '88").
On that day I came into the world. This was 72 years ago.
My mother was cold. The doctor was cold. I was cold. My
father was scared.
I never did get warm (always more cold than warm) until I
came to the desert to live in 1909.
I like the desert. To me, HOT is just another word for
COMFORTABLE.

The first part of April the lizards
will be out warming their bellies on
the rocks. You Easterners should try
this . . . you too should soak up some
of our sun's wonderful warmth . . .
it's a sure cure for whatever you
brought along with you . . . (including
the kids).

First
Quarter
4th

There's always more rocks than lizards

Pull Moon
11th

MOOX-AND-A-HAIiF
OVERTIME
My old friend, Feather-inthe-Wind, who works at oddjobs here at Old Fort Oliver, f
is getting his gear ready for \
his Spring trip to Feather
River Canyon where he will
pan for gold, right after the
spring-freshets.
Looking over my shoulder
as I added up his hours,
Feather • in - the - Wind said:
"Better add a 'moon-and-ahalf o v e r t i m e f o r my
worrying about all your fool
animals."

Ever n o t i c e how dogs win
friends and influence people with
out reading books about it?
The Dry Lake Dude of Blythe
tells about the old rancher who
died and concluded his will with:
". . . and being of sound mind and
body, I spent every damned cent
that I had."
A prospector just south of
Ajo had to build a rig to get
down into his well because his
cat was trapped on a
ledge 30 feet underground. He saved the
c a t a n d discovered
that the ledge showed
"good c o l o r " (gold).
Now he's mining his
well, and taking his
drinking water from
the shaft of his mine.

Dry Camp Blackie wasted most
of the winter. He tried to teach
my dog, Whiskers, how to wag
his tail up and down instead of
Last
sideways.
Quartei
We know man and dog have
18th
lived together two thousand years.
My dog Whiskers knows 25 or 30
words I speak — but when he
speaks to me 1 must watch his
tail, his ears, his eyes and then
guess what he's saying.
Animals are smart — Horses
never bet on people.
The wisest o w 1 occasionally
hoots at the wrong time.
Xew Moon
The records show that the tortoise won only one race with the
hare.

As a desert enthusiast I believe about four times
as much as I can prove and can prove about four times
as much as anyone else believes. I never exaggerate—
just remember big.
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Several times a year we urge our readers to visit Desert
Magazine's Art Gallery and Craft Shop. The gallery, largest
in America devoted solely to Southwest canvases, is open
seven days a week. There is no charge and no obligation.
At present a special showing of paintings by the Taos
artist, Charles Reynolds, is on display. Starting April 5 the
popular Brownell McGrew puts up several paintings depicting
scenes and faces from Navajoland. Anyone who has enjoyed
Monument Valley and the reservation country of northern
Arizona will find memories revived by McGrew's newest works.

Publisher's Notes • • .
Easter season . . . . the best time of all to travel about the
desert Southwest. Days are warm, as desert days should be.
Nights are incomparable . . . . mild evenings turning to cool
at dawn.
This month's story, starting on page 7, telling of the Yaqui
Easter Ceremonial that was transplanted from Mexico to
Arizona, describes one of the Southwest's unique religious
facets.
* * ~
No other corner of our nation has contributed the weight
of cultural and creative influence that has come out of our
own Southwest. This influence is manifested through art
forms, literature, religion, architecture and ecology. The
Southwest has been a mixing bowl of Indian, Spanish, and
Neo-American ideas.
This month's Desert is devoted to this theme.

Those who traveled desert roads in Southern California
last month were treated to a lovelier-than-average wildflower
display. And we hear that Arizona will have an outstanding
floral array this spring.
And, as a result, dozens of photographers will submit
color transparencies to us. Frankly, there's nothing we enjoy
more. Though we accept only two or three flower photographs
a year, we are at our happiest viewing and reviewing the
picture parade.
CHUCK SHELTON
Publisher

The span of our Table of Contents covers centuries—
from the medieval rites of the Yaquis and the strange Penitente Holy Week Ceremonies to a rockhound field trip in
search of Chrysocolla.
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A visitor inspects an eroded corner of Cathedral Gorge
State Park, Nevada. Photograph is by Josef Muench.
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BOOKS of the SOUTHWEST
It gives us a rare picture of the Apaches
from the inside looking out. The reader
gains a clearer understanding of the intriThe name Udall is prominent in Arizona cate clan system under which these Indians
and in the Mormon Church. The late operated. The roots of the Apache Wars
David King Udall, patriarch of the family, are revealed in new light. And the book
spent many months prior to his death in is far more than its commercially-inspired
1938 compiling a "history" of his life. title would suggest, although the bulk of
Arizona Silhouettes of Tucson recently the story does concern the warpath days.
brought out the biography under the title, The author does not glorify mayhem, nor
Arizona Pioneer Mormon. Primarily in- does he side-step it—it is too much a part
tended for the many members of his family. of the frightful Apache story. An example:
Udall's story, nevertheless, has wide appeal,
". . . The Mexicans tried all afternoon
especially to those who are interested in the
to dislodge the Indians. After dark
still-young Mormon Church.
they set fire to the grass hoping to
burn the Indians out. The latter were
A few weeks after his marriage, Udall
now in serious condition. They were
was called to serve a mission in England
surrounded by the prairie fire, the circle
which lasted over two years. After his reof it drawing closer. The warriors
turn to Utah, the Church summoned him
asked the consent of the few women
again — this time to lead the struggling
who were there to let them choke the
Mormon colony trying to take root in the
small children so that they wouldn't
arid land near the head of the Little Cologive away their movements by crying.
rado River in far-eastern Arizona. The
Then they all crawled through the fire
neat farms and ordered way of life in this
and got away without being seen."
large sector of the Southwest are monuAfter serving his kinsman, Geronimo, on
ments to Udall's leadership.
the warpath. Betzinez attended the Carlisle
Here is insight into the spirit of the Indian school. Later he became a Christian
movement that is still working hard to and took up farming.
make "the wilderness and the solitary place
Published by the Stackpole Company;
. . . blossom as the rose."
214 pages; index; many halftone photos;
304 pages; index; appendix; many illus- maps; $4.95.
trations; $10.

The Entire Story- of

BIOGRAPHY OF A MORMON
PIONEER IN ARIZONA

AN APACHE INDIAN
WRITES ABOUT HIS LIFE
The Apache Indians of the '80s were a
"mixed-up" race. They were jealous of each
other, and some of the tribesmen made
careers of being troublemakers. The Apache
never forgot or forgave a wrong. The love
of strong drink made them fools; they
practiced moderation in nothing. The men
were lazy; few had foresight to realize that
the Southwest was in the throes of change;
they could not adapt.
The above indictment comes from Jason
Betzinez — an Apache Indian, and not a
new-generation university-trained Apache,
either. Betzinez was born in 1860. His
book, / Fought with Geronimo, was published last year in the author's 99th year.
In many ways this is a remarkable book.

"OVERLOOKED FORTUNES"
IN THE RARER MINERALS
Here are a few of the 300 or more rarer
minerals and gemstones you may be overlooking while mining, prospecting or gem
hunting. Uranium, vanadium, columbium,
tantalum, tungsten, nickel, cobalt, selenium,
germanium, bismuth, platinum, iridium,
beryllium, golden beryl, emeralds, etc.
Some minerals worth $1 to $2 a pound,
others $25 to $100 an ounce; some beryllium gems worth a fortune! If looking for
gems, get out of the agate class into the
big money; an emerald the size of your
thumb may be worth $500 to $5000 or
more! Now you can learn how to find,
identify, and cash in on them. New simple
system. Send for free copy "Overlooked
Fortunes"—it may lead to knowledge which
may make you rich! A postcard will do.

DUKE'S RESEARCH LABORATORY
Box 666—Dept. B
TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES, NEW MEXICO

HOW TO CUT AND
POLISH GEMSTONES
A handsome new book on the popular
subject of turning rough stones into beautiful gems is now available to lapidary
fans. The well-qualified authors are Leland
Quick, editor-publisher of The Lapidary
Journal, and Hugh Leiper. former editor
of The Mineral Hobbyist.
The Quick-Leiper book is called, Gemcraft, and in it the entire lapidary spectrum is presented—from where and how
to collect gemstone material, to slabbing,
cutting, polishing and even engraving gems.
Big pictures and plenty of them highlight the book. There are also many good
drawings.
Published by Chilton Co., Philadelphia;
181 pages; special tables; bibliography;
$7.50.

WHEN AN ENGLISH GIRL
SETTLES ON A COW RANCH
Stranger to the Desert is a new bookrelating some of the funny things that happened to Dorothy Ross after she left her
rich English surroundings for life among
the cattle and characters of New Mexico.
The ensuing conflict is a "natural" for comedy, but the author strains a little too much
for some of her laughs, and the Southwestern reader is apt to feel that she spends too
many words describing her genteel English
background. The cowboys call this "putting
on the dog."
But, it's all in fun—and parts of the book
are good fun. Published by Wilfred Funk,
Inc., New York; 249 pages; $3.95.
Books reviewed on this page can be purchased
by mail from Desert Magazine Book Store,
Palm Desert, California. Please add 15c for
postage and handling per book. California
residents also add 4% sales tax. Write for free
book catalog.
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WILLIE BOY
A

DESERT MANHUNT

Price
•5.95

PAISANO
I'. (). Box H5
Balboa Island, Califor

Order at your bookstore or direct from
publisher; add 15c mailing charge.
California buyers please add 4% sales tax.

M-4
Wotking and Guest Ranch
Enjoy a family vacation on a working cattle
ranch with fine accommodations, excellent
food and a wonderful pool. Above the ranch
are heavily timbered mountains with lakes
and beautiful horseback trails. Below is the
awe inspiring red rock canyon country of the
Green, San Juan and Colorado Rivers. Truly
we live in a veritable photographer's paradise.

Ei/etett & Betty Schumaket
Box 963, Maab, Utah

Alpine 3-6801

Pick up

COACH CAMPER
Fits any pick up.
Compact, efficient.
Sleeps 5 to 7
GALLEY . . .
6' 1" HEADROOM
PRICED FROM $895
Write Dept D for Brochure

1/oqoBmtdia

25323 S. NORMANDIE AVE.
HARBOR CITV, CALIF.
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The Classified Ads in the
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TRADING POST
Direct line merchandising, seller to buyer,
in the Trading Post (see pages 34, 35 and 36)
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LETTERS
FROM OUR READERS
Yes! . . .
To the Editor: Congratulations on the renewed life you have instilled into Desert
Magazine and the attractive and interesting
lay-outs you have created.
It is with pleasure that I enclose a check
to renew my subscription for two years.
Seven months ago I would not have renewed, as Desert Magazine was deteriorating into a rockhound's journal. I have
nothing against such journals (in fact, I'm
the editor of the San Diego Mineral and
Gem Society's Bulletin), but Desert Magazine is a publication that should include all
facets of Southwestern lore. Thank you for
rejuvenating it.
EVELYN L. CARTER
San Diego, Calif.

No!

dehydration on a desert outing, the great
suffering of the Utah family whose car
broke down on a "short" sight-seeing trip.
Isn't life worth $10 and a little extra
effort? My thought is that no car should
go prowling around the desert without an
extra tire and tools, the gas and oil checked
before starting off, a couple of gallon thermos jugs of water permanently stored in
the trunk along with a few old blankets or
sleeping rolls, a yellow sheet (easy to spot
from the air by rescue planes), a few cans
of Army rations. . . .
Nothing expensive in this list, but enough
here to save a life in case mishap strikes
in the wilderness. Only work involved is
periodically changing the water to keep
this emergency supply fresh.
FLORENCE MATTSON
Tucson

...

To the Editor: We liked Desert Magazine
better the way it was. Your changes are
no improvement. Too many big pictures
taking up room and not enough of as it
was," meaning more desert information
wanted.
DIXIE LONG
Yuma, Ariz.

Safety on the Desert . . .
To the Editor: As a long-time desert wanderer, I am distressed to read about backcountry accidents—the baby who died of

The Wrong Source . . .
To the Editor: As a student and great
admirer .of J. Ross Browne I was puzzled
by the caption on the Browne woodcut on
page 1 1 of the February issue of Desert
Magazine ("Transportation on the Desert").
The author, Mary Hill, is mistaken about
the source of this drawing.
It originally appeared in Harper's New
Monthly Magazine. Volume 31, September
1865, page 414, in a series entitled, "A
Trip to Bodie Bluff and the Dead Sea of
the West"—this was the "second paper."
In no way is it connected with a series he

did entitled, "A Tour through Arizona"—
which appeared in Volumes 29 and 30 of
Harper's Magazine.
It did however appear in book form in
1869. in "The Apache Country Tour
Through Arizona and Sonora" by J. Ross
Browne and published by Harper & Brothers, N. Y., on page 432, under a section
entitled. "The Dead Sea of the West"—
again with no connection with his Arizona
tour.
After reprinting two of J. Ross Browne's
works—The Coast Rangers and A Peep at
Washoe and Washoe Revisited—I compliment Miss Hill on selecting two of Browne's
sketches, for he was a great, but sadly
neglected. Western pioneer. Because of this
nearly century of neglect, the handful of
Browne students are encountering difficulties in compiling even a partial bibliography
of his many works.
HORACE PARKER
Paisano Press
Balboa Island, Calif.

A Landmark Disappears . . .
To the Editor: The news I am about to
impart is going to be saddening to many
lovers of desert lore.
I have just returned from a trip which
included a visit to Keeler (located on the
"shore" of Owens Lake bed on the Mojave
Desert.) I was astounded, flabbergasted and
greatly disgruntled to find that the tram
terminal building and the tram, which at
one time carried ore down to Keeler from
the Cerro Gordo Mines, have disappeared!
The sturdy terminal building was not
merely torn down; it has vanished. The
only thing that remains is the pair of huge
counterweight "buckets." Surely the space
which the building occupied is not needed

You should see the charming grandeur
of this cool, beautiful barranca.
In the foreground the site for your
mountain home; to the left a towering mountain; in the far distance the
floor of the desert backed by the
Little San Bernardino range; on the
right a park of picturesque Pinyon
Pines accented by a rock escarpment
in the background.
Arrange with us now to show you
this outstanding 2'/2 acre parcel in
Pinyon Crest, Unit 4. Water and
electricity available. Careful restrictions protect your enjoyment here.
Only 20 minutes to Palm Desert;
minutes more to Palm Springs.
Full price only $3,000.00 — terms
available.
See us at our Palm Desert office or
write for folders and further information.
PINYON CREST INCORPORATED
8 PROFESSIONAL BUILDING
PALM DESERT. CALIFORNIA

APRIL,

1960

•

