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40c

COLORFUL
Note Cards
6 Scenes to Choose From—8 inch x 5 inch,
scored for folding, with full-color desert
scenes on front (same size as shown in color
here); printed on high quality paper.

per dozen
Price includes 12 white vellum envelopes

"PRICKLY PEAR BLOSSOM" Ralph D. Cornell ()
"CHOLLA AND WILDFLOWERS" Darwin Van Campen
PLUS FOUR OTHER COLOR SCENES
by Desert Magazine Cover Photographers:

SMtW*

"STREAM THROUGH
WINTERLAND"
Darwin Van Campen
"COLORADO RIVER
AQUEDUCT"
Carlos Elmer
"RIDE THROUGH
SAGUAROLAND"
Chuck Abbott
"COLORADO RIVER
BELOW PARKER DAM"
Harry Vroman

.
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5 ( - r'

PLEASE SPECIFY PACKAGE DESIRED:
• 12 assorted note cards (2 each of these 6 scenes)
• 12 note cards all of one scene (order by title)
SPECIAL: 100 cards (assorted or all of one scene) and
100 envelopes-%\Q
prices include tax, postage
MAIL YOUR ORDER TO:
Desert Magazine Crafts Shop
Palm Desert, Calif.

THE DESERT IN JUNE:
The "Mayor" Passes. A small group of
friends assembled at the Picacho cemetery
recently to pay last respects to Theodore
"Ed" Rochester, trapper, prospector and
guide, who spent nearly all his adult life
on the Colorado River and adjacent desert
country.
Ed's interment was without benefit of
clergy or mortuary service. In accordance
with his wishes, not a word was spoken—a
funeral in keeping with "boot hill" tradition.
Among the mourners were men and women
from all walks of life: grizzled prospectors,
trappers, and professional men.
Ed Rochester, "Mayor of Picacho"
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In 1919 a Nevada rancher struck hot water while drilling a well in the
northern part of the state near Gerlach. The water, highly mineralized, was unfit for livestock, so the rancher left it uncapped—little
dreaming that the mineral deposits would build-up into a tourist
attraction known as the "Gerlach Fountain." Photograph is by C. L.
Haney of Dunsmuir, Calif.
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"Ed professed paganism," said one of
his friends, "yet everyone at the funeral
knew he believed in the Creator. No man
can be surrounded by God's splendor for so
long without acknowledging Him."
For years Rochester was the "Mayor of
Picacho." His passing removes some of the
color from the old Colorado River town, and
with him goes part of the desert's heart.
Canyonlands Economy. Secretary of the
Interior Stewart Udall threw his heavy artillery into the battle for creation of a Canyonlands National Park near Moab, with release of a survey prepared by economists
from the University of Utah. Gist of the report: the new park is financially as well as
morally sound. The tourist dollar—which
takes nothing from the land except its vistas
—offers the best material with which to
pave the road to prosperity for the region,
Udall contends—and the economic survey
backs him up.
"Even at a most conservative estimate,
creation of Canyonlands National Park,"
said Udall, "would pour more than $10
million into southeastern Utah in new tourist
spending within 15 years." Moreover, the
Utah University study estimates that "by the
25th year, total visitor expenditures should
amount to over $16.5 million annually."
Udall calls the Canyonlands country "the
most inaccessible land in all the West."
"But," he added, "the minimum road development which is planned would open the
area to tourists. The report estimates the
park would be attracting some 250,000 visitors annually within six years."
continued on page 34
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Okay, now the denouement: They pulled up at the Pink
Pony bar in Scottsdale, still shook. They went inside. They
told The Boys. The Boys—naturally—hooted, scoffed, demanded proof. So—Ken led them outside, gingerly opened
the Cad trunk, and there Mr. Snake was, coiled, rattling, and
deadly! Ken dispatched him. Ken's still shook.
•
In some desert areas the heat's beginning to pop down.
"Got so hot at my shack yesterday," alleges Alkali Ike, "my
dog's nose burned a hole in our screen door."
•

Remember that desert jackrabbit that carried a canteen? My dog, chasing him, walked. And came onto a
chuckawalla carrying an umbrella. Our Southwestern
animals are smart.
•

"Come ye yourselves apart into a desert
place, and rest a while."
Mark 6:31

Felt all knotted up, so I drove out 40 miles last Sunday,
sat on a big rock and listened to an old bewhiskered friend.
He's a Harvard graduate—one of the few not in Washington
—who for health reasons turned semi-hermit and wholly
philosopher. "Two things fill my heart," said he. "One is
gratitude; I have been singularly blest, and so has America.
The other is confidence; I fear nothing, for myself or my
country. With all our national troubles, we have unmatched
mental, physical and moral strength."
•
Bob and Bunny Neece, high-level intellects from Laguna
Beach, came onto the Arizona desert to do a little vacation
rock-hounding. Bunny moved a slab of sandstone and found
an Indian pot under it, so now they are fascinated by prehistory. That's the beauty of our "barren worthless" desert—
it's really a laboratory of life, a storehouse of culture whose
"spell" can engulf and delight any person with a receptive
mind.
•
"Found one scorpion and one million thorns out here,"
Bob said, "but not one Communist or bureaucrat."
•
Bob Neece chewed me out, justifiably, for not finishing that
true rattlesnake story I started on this page in January. It
concerned Ken Palmer and a New York Dude—remember?
They put a huge live rattler in the trunk of their Cadillac,
and it promptly disappeared in the car upholstery. They had
to drive 50ritaleswith it still lost in there!

"Statistics prove there are more TV sets in America than
bathtubs," alleges Harry Oliver. "That's because the commercials aren't yet long enough to permit taking a bath."
•
Significant sign in a little desert roadside bar:
SIN NOW, PAY LATER
•
Bill Ludlow, who lives in awesome isolation on the
Nevada wastes, is a loyal American. "Dear President Jack,"
he wrote to the White House, "I read where you want all of
us to build fallout shelters. Sir, I just cain't afford one. The
car's mortgaged, the house is mortgaged, and they's a new
baby or two coming. We just cain't afford to go any farther
into the hole."
•
History may be dull reading, but at least it teaches us the
mistakes we are going to make.
•
I'm ag'in all government subsidies, especially the negative
ones that pay a man for not producing something. If we all
demanded that kind, every desert dweller out here could
petition for a handout because of the sugar cane, rice and
sweet 'taters he won't raise this year.
•
It's probable that the desert solitude is the best environment
in the world for writers. More and more of them—us—are
discovering it. I have 26 books in print; the best-selling 20
of them were written far out from any city's congestion and
noise. I spent a day with the late Harold Bell Wright, whose
novels sold in the millions. Most were about the desert, most
were written on the desert near Tucson. On the desert, you
either become creative or you perish.
•
Keep in mind that it ain't really the heat, folks; it's
the whewmidity.
•
"In another month," says Charlie Poling out Wickenburg
way, "most of the June bridegrooms will have settled into
married life and have stopped helping their brides with the
dishes. They'll be doing them by themselves." Personally, I
don't understand such weaklings. Believe me, men, I wear
the pants in my house. (And I weaT an apron over them
to protect them from dishwater, too!)
•
There's nothing wrong with June that a little more loafing,
a little more courtin', or a little more sleep won't correct.
•
Had lunch not long ago with Dick Nixon—yes, the Dick
Nixon. I'm not above Dropping A Name. I told him how to
write his fine new book, Six Crises; told him how to run for
office; how to conduct his personal life. He listened courteously, and refrained from telling me how to handle my affairs.
Which may be a hint as to why he is one of the world's
outstanding citizens, whereas I'm not.
•
It's my cactus-pointed opinion that we need to do more
than get out and vote; we need to inform ourselves so we
can get out and vote intelligently.
•
"I worry some about youth, having been one and having
begotten three. I agree with President Kennedy when he said
a great many of our American girls lack the strength to swing
a tennis racquet, or a skillet. And a lot of our teenage boys
are too pasty-faced citified to avoid muscular atrophy.
Well, fellows and girls, you are intelligent enough to outface that problem. You in the Southwest have a vacationrecreation area right at hand, that can cure those ills of
puniness. Come on out, explore, study, and appreciate—the
desert.
///
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OPALS A N D SAPPHIRES DIRECT FROM

AUSTRALIA
THIS MONTH'S BEST BUY
SPECIAL

OFFER

MINE RUN SAPPHIRES
Blue, Green, Parti-colors, Black Stars,
Blue Cabochons
Mixed Lot
Ungraded
1 Whole Pound $10.00 — Free Seamail
Send personal check, international
money
order, bank draft. Free 16 page list of all
A istrolian gemstones.

Australian Gem Trading Co.
294-F Little Collins Street
MELBOURNE, C.I., AUSTRALIA

New lawns can be planted in June—but
be sure to water several times a day until
the grass is established.
LOW DESERT: fertilizing lightly and
regularly will help carry lawns through the
hot weather. Water deeply, keep up with
insect and pest control schedule.
HIGH DESERT: fertilize and water
lawns regularly.

Roses should be watered in mornings
only—to avoid mildew don't sprinkle the
leaves.
LOW DESERT: mulching will keep roots
cool and conserve moisture. Water deeply.
Fertilize lightly. Regular program of spraying or dusting for detrimental insects may
be necessary in June.
HIGH DESERT: plant seeds of biennials
and perennials for next year's bloom. Fertilize new growth (planted last year) and
water as needed. Stake tall plants to avoid
breaking.

NEVADA,

UTAH and NORTHERN

ARIZONA: set out tip cuttings of chryNEVADA, UTAH and NORTHERN santhemums. Remove dead blooms from
ARIZONA: fertilize lawns and water if
any plants to prolong blooming period.
necessary. Dandelions can be a nuisance Any plants that do not have good green
in a lawn, but are controlled with 2, 4-D color should be fertilized.
spraying. These weeds are difficult to pull
out, but a flat-bladed tool slipped under
the leaf cluster will make the work easier.

TWI LVE MONTHS

of Desert for a friendonly $4 for a thoughtful gift
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GOLD SILVER, PRECIOUS METALS with tht Famoui Mod.l
27 M . ol D«t«lor. Lightweight, ultra-uiuitlvt, low
coil. Mono flittr. Aho GEICER COUNTERS for uranium •
and It . VIOLITE for lungslen. INFORMATION FREE .
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METAL DETECTORS
A/lore accurate, it's the first metal detector
designed specifically for detecting placer
g >ld, nuggets, and other small metal obj€ cts. Depth range 7 feet—comes complete,
r< ady to use.
MODEL 27—instructions included
$119.95
MODEL 711—with 21 f t . depth range $149.00

LAKEWOOD CHEMICAL KIT
The Lakewood Chemical Kit can be used in
connection with ail the principal texts on
minerals such as Dana, Pough, O. C. Smith,
Fennfield, Duke's Course, and many others.
The Lakewood Chemical Kit, because of
the acids it contains, is not recommended
f i r persons under 18 years old. Priced
3 36.00 Express only.
SEND FOR FREE LITERATURE

Compton <zf^oak <£fioh.
1405 S. Long Beach Blvd., Compton, Calif.
NEwmark 2-9096
South of Compton Blvd.

LOW DESERT: Trees get thirsty in
June. Water deeply and regularly. Mulch
shrubs to conserve water. Also, dust or
LOW DESERT: June is the month to spray for insects at regular intervals. Ferwater annuals deeply, and fertilize as nec- tilize shrubs lightly and regularly.
essary. Do not allow seed pods to form on
HIGH DESERT: Follow the same proflowering plants if ybii want continuous cedure
as Low Desert. Spring flowering
bloom. Dig and store spring bulbs in a dry, shrubs should
be pruned after blooming.
cool place when leaves have turned yellow.
NEVADA,
UTAH
and NORTHERN
HIGH DESERT: continue planting vegprune coniferous trees and
etable seeds for use in late summer and ARIZONA:
fall. Flower annuals may be purchased at shrubs now. Cutting back older stems of
local nurseries and set out—or you can flowering shrubs will force new flowering
growth. Tops should be thinned to allow
still plant seeds for fall bloom.
sunlight to reach new growth. Apply mulch.

NEVADA, UTAH and NORTHERN

ARIZONA:
plant fall - flowering bulbs.
Plant seeds of cabbage, cauliflower, brocolli now for transplanting later for fall and
winter use. Flower seeds planted now
will bloom in late summer or early fall.
Spray gladiolus for thrips. Do not allow
seed pods to form on annuals unless you
want the seed. Lift and store flowering
bulbs when foliage has turned yellow.

perennials

Growing cactus from seeds is a slow
process. A better, quicker method is to
take cuttings, preferably in late spring; expose the cutting to the sun until the cut
is healed, then plant and water occasionally.
Offshoots of century plants may be planted
anytime.

Avoid over-watering cactus and succulents. While these plants do well in an
Some perennials and biennials have a adverse environment, it is surprising what
they will do with a bit of extra attention.
much nicer shape and better bloom if
succulents become crowded, lift and
grown in containers rather than allowing When
them, planting only the stronger
them unlimited room for roots; for instance: divide
Don't over-fertilize cactus or they
geraniums, some chrysanthemums, tuberous sections.
"floppy." If these plants are grown
begonias, petunias. In an area where soil become
in containers, water only when top of soil
problems are prevalent, a container may be is completely dry.
the solution. The main thing to bear in
mind is that the container and growth
Seeds of white sage can be gathered as
habit of the plant must be compatible.
it ripens in early summer.
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