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CHRISTMAS GIFT:
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bom toRftnk't COACHBUA VALLBV
Delicious . . . Beautifully Packaged . . . Sure to Please
S N I F F ' S " S U P E R " 4 V A R I E T Y . . .o u r
most popular package . . . four distinctive date varieties, handpacked . . .
each package gift wrapped.
GIFT 1A
GIFT IB
GIFT 1C

2 lbs.
3 lbs.
5 lbs.

$3.35 (plus postage)
4.85 (plus postage)
7.75 (plus postage)

MEDJHUL DATES . . . the " j u m b o "
sized d a t e . . . soft, delicious a n d extremely large in size . . . a s p e c t a c u l a r
gift.
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GIFT 10A
GIFT 10B
GIFT IOC -

,19*

2 lbs.
3 lbs. _
5 lbs.

$3.50 (plus postage)
5.00 (plus postage)
8.00 (plus postage)

DEGLET NOOR DATES . . . fancy
grade, handpacked in an attractive
can . . . a semi-soft, fine flavored date
. . . always popular.
GIFT 3A
GIFT 3B
GIFT 3C

.

2 lbs.
3 lbs.
5 lbs.

$2.75 (plus postage)
3.95 (plus postage)
6.25 (plus postage)

PLUS MANY OTHER DATE GIFTS
Send for our FREE gift brochure
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SNIFFS DATE GARDEN
Owned and operated by the Sniffs for 38 years

P. 0. BOX 68

INDIO, CALIF.

YOU ARE INVITED . . . to visit our famous show garden
and unique gift shop on Coachella Valley's Scenic Highway 111.

—THE DESERT IN DECEMBER

PEACE OFFICER. At 3:45 on the afternoon
of December 2, 1913, the Palo Verde Valley
Bank at Blythe, Calif., was held-up and its
cashier mortally wounded. Constable Asa
"Ace" Gardner was the law in the Valley
at that time, and with the help of a posse he
tracked the two hold-up men southward
from Blythe, across the Palo Verde Mountains, Chocolate Mountains and Algodones
Dunes to Holtville. There he met the forces
of Imperial County Sheriff Mobley MeadTHE BLYTHE POSSE.
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ows. The trail led them to the Franklin Hotel
in El Centro where the armed robbers surrendered without a fight. Ace Gardner and
his family left Palo Verde Valley in 1918,
later settling in Coolidge, Arizona, where he
continued his career as a peace officer to
the age of 81, when death—from natural
causes—overtook him a few weeks ago.
* * *
NEW STATE PARK. Approval was given
recently by the California State Public Works
Board for inclusion of the old ghost town of
Bodie in the State Park System. This action
clears the way for the acquisition of property in and arround Bodie townsite so that
this area can be maintained for public use
and enjoyment. Initial plans call for the
acquisition by the state of 440 acres, and rehabilitation of eight structures and the stabilization of 20 historical buildings. Also in
the works: a campground.
* * *
THE FLORID CLUE. In the summer of 1961,
an anthropologist with the Museum of New
Mexico was standing in a fallow field alongside the Rio Grande north of Santa Fe, when
she noticed something peculiar about the
wildflowers at her feet: they were growing
in a pattern. Archeologists know this phenomenon can be caused by carbon from the
ashes of old fires which makes flowers grow
denser and larger. Thus was discovered
the site of New Mexico's first capital—San
Gabriel del Yunque, established by Don
Juan de Onate on July 11, 1598. During the
past few months, scientists and students
have begun the extensive excavation of
this historic site (the first European capital
Continued on page 32
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"Come ye yourselves apart into a desert
place, and rest a while."
Mark 6:31

Let each of us re-focus, this month. Let's get out of our
routines, out of ourselves, and once more put first things
first. The sad thing is that we have to re-focus. We were
guided back onto the proper course last December—remember? Why did we get off?
• •
•
The desert is probably the best place on earth to do that
re-focusing, for it was in a desert village that the Big Event
happened, the most important event since time began. And
who first got the tip-off about it? Some poor old Joes out
there under the stars herding their sheep, and three Good
Guys humping it across the sands on camels. They were all
smart enough to know what to do. Are we?
• • *
Or put it this way, if you like: Christmas is not a time
for "sophistication;" Jesus was not born in a penthouse
on Fifth Avenue.
• •
•
Christinas was created so that mankind would know how
to change live-and-let-live to live-and-HELP-live.
• * *
"Myrrh," the little girl told her Sunday School teacher, "is
what our mammy cat gives her kittens when she licks them."
That is correct.
• • *
You readers are wonderful. All year you have written and
said nice things about this page, this magazine. I wish we
could greet each other personally come the 25th, but there
are thousands of you, scattered all over. So, then here is a
heart-felt "card" for each of you from Adele and me:
"Fear not; for, behold, I bring you good tidings
of great joy, which shall be to all people. For
unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord."
4 / Desert Maaazine / December, 1962

Genuine "Christmas Tree" evergreens seldom grow on the
desert, few if any pines, firs, spruces, hollys and such. Of
course, it depends some on how you define "desert;" America has little real desert, just a few sand dune areas in California, New Mexico, et al. But I don't think the verdure
matters; I doubt if many evergreens were growing around
Bethlehem that Night.
• •
•
It is, of course, a free country; you can celebrate Christmas
as you please. You can even ignore it. But you ignore it at
your own risk—the most terrifying risk a human being can
ever take!
• •
•
Most inappropriate way to celebrate Christmas—drunkenness.
• •
•
This year, let's reform Christmas, hey? Let's all sing the
carols in the same key!
• •
•
Psychologists say that our adult behavior patterns
were really established by the habits of our childhood.
I guess that's right; I now have a compulsion to eat up
all the Christmas cake and other goodies I can find
around the house.
• • *
I'm not much interested in a white Christmas. 1 like the
sunny desert kind; the same kind they have in Palestine. The
snow theme is of Germanic origin anyway. And for sure
I've had a belly full of Bing Crosby's moaning about what
he's dreaming of. I like Christmas music.
• •
•
Sit down here and listen, all you smarty big little kids;
here's one worth re-telling: There was this red Communist
Russian weatherman, see. His name was Rudolph. One day he
predicted rain. "Fooey," said a young American soldier in
Berlin, who heard the weatherman's broadcast. "It's not going
to rain." But the American's young wife corrected him:
"Don't be too sure, honey. Remember, Rudolph the red
knows rain dear."
• •
•
Families are troublesome things, dern it. Just when I get
Planned Economy installed in mine, 1 suddenly love them so
much 1 barge out and buy some Christmas luxury I've been
wanting, and that upsets the Plan.
• •
•
Finest thanks I ever had—a teen-age daughter opening
her gift and exclaiming, "O-o-o-oh, Daddy! . . . OOOo-oo,
wow!"
• •
•
Pluck yourself a little paloverde limb off the desert. Ram
it in a pot of sand. On each of its many little "needle" ends,
stick a tiny colored gumdrop. For each child, put five shiny
new dimes between half-inch strips of clear adhesive tape,
and hang these from that Tree. How much added pleasure it
will bring!
• * •
How wonderful is gratitude. That unfortunate family
Adele and I helped a year ago has already brought us a
Christmas gift. A note with it said, "We are on our feet now,
thanks to you. You are two of His children. Can you come
to dinner?" We'd rather have that than an invitation to the
White House.
• • *
/ read where many Communist countries are trying to take
the Christian emphasis out of Christinas. Well, a lot of people
here in the U.S.A. could show them how; they've already
done it.
• •
•
Christmas is a time for visiting. So—our latchstring is out,
figuratively and literally. Ours is a genuine desert pueblo
adobe home, at 34 West Pasadena Avenue, Phoenix; sketched
here by middle daughter, Rosemary. If you get near us
Christmas week (or any time) drop in. Our kids have grown
up in it; now our grandkids romp here—Thank You, Lord.
Love abides here.
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