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First Prize
DEATH VALLEY
Weldon F. Heald
Tucson, Arizona
The gleaming white inferno of Death Valley's
salt flats is more than two miles below the snowdrifts atop Telescope Peak. Data: Unnamed
German camera, Schneider Xenar 135mm lens,
fll at 1/50, Verichrome Pan, Wratten A filter.'

Second Prize
DESERT STAR
T. P. Martin
Torrance, California
Sun shines through a Joshua tree to form a star
near sunset at the Joshua Tree National Monument. Data: Century Graphic, Schneider Xenar
lens, fl6 at 1/100, Plus-X, red filter.
See Paqe 5 for Photo Contest Rules

wlih 4-wheel Drive
Ride with giant strides across mountains, gorges, deserts,
rivers and forests—through mud, flood, sand, slog and snow.
Nothing stops your Toyota Land Cruiser. It's the toughest,
guttiest, keep-goingest power package ever built into a 4
wheel drive. Others try—but Toyota, with its ground-eating
7 league stride—its 85 mph speed on the highway—its stud-

horse 135 hp engine—its 9 forward, 3 reverse gear combinations—goes where wheels never tread before! So don't be
afraid to roam . . . comb every inch of the country you love.
Take off in a
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CRUISERI
4 wheel drive with 7 league stride

For further information,

write Toyota Motor Distributors,

Inc., 6032 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Cdhf. Available in Hardtop, Soft-Top and Station Wagon Models I Parts and service available coast to coast.
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OTORISTS ROLLING comfortably over U.S.
Highway 80 amid the sand dunes west of Yuma
have a hard time figuring out how early travelers
negotiated the extensive masses of shifting sand. And
indeed they might! The solution was bizarre for today's
freeway-conditioned minds to understand.

M

The first attempt to help motorists travel from Yuma,
Arizona to California was made in 1912 when a crude
plank road was constructed by some California business
men hoping to attract Easterners to the West Coast. The
road, consisting of 12-inch planks placed parallel and
connected with crossboards, was traversed by pulling
sections up from under constantly shifting sand and
relaying them. No wonder the 60-mile trip from Yuma
to El Centro required 12 hectic hours!
Remnants of the old plank road still protude from

FREE!
Helpful brochure
for rock hobbyists!!

This new brochure,
fresh off the presses, is
available without
charge to rock hobbyists and readers of
Desert Magazine. Special sections on sharpening, reversing and
installation of diamond
blades for better lapidary cutting ... also
includes useful tips on
coolants, lubricants,
speeds and feeds, and
other suggestions on
how to get longer and better wear from
your cutting equipment. Compact and
easy-reading, well-illustrated. Write
today for your copy.

sand along Highway 80, sometimes exposed high on a
dune after a recent wind.
When a bridge was built to cross the Colorado River
at Yuma in 1915, automobile traffic increased and the
plank road had to be replaced. An improved plank
road, supported with iron bars, failed to improve the
awkward structure, so in 1925 an asphalt-concrete highway was constructed, the same artery over which we
drive today.
Careful engineering went into this road. It was built
on an embankment over the tops of dunes where increased wind velocity over smooth pavement keeps the
road reasonably free of sand. But not always. That is
why a careful driver takes his time. Besides, if he
doesn't he might miss seeing the mute evidence of what
his motoring predecessors contended with when they
traveled west.
///

APACHE LAND
BEAUTIFUL
SCENERY
FISHING
HUNTING
FREE
CAMP GROUNDS
MODERN CABINS

a Vacation Land
to Remember
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THE SILVER STREAK

A

low priced, featherweight,

highly sen-

sitive, all metal locator for ghost towns and
The White Mountain Apache Indians welcome y o u .

beachcombing. To locate small gold, copper,

Please mail me your free brochure, "Do's
& Don'ts for Lapidary Cutting."

the beautiful primitive scenery, clear, cold streams

silver coins, rings, etc. Price only: $79.50.

Name

and the best trout fishing in the Southwest.

Terms

!

Come and enjoy the wonderful

mountain climate,

Address—

FOR INFORMATION AND MAPS, WRITE

City, StateDepf. D-5
1
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available:

per month. 5%

MK DIAMOND PRODUCTS
12600 Chadron,

Hawthorne, Calif.

M K. DIAMOND • SINCE '866

WHITE MOUNTAIN
RECREATION
ENTERPRISE
P.O. BOX 218
WHITERIVER, ARIZONA

$29.50

down

and $5.00

discount for cash. For free

folder write to:

WHITE'S ELECTRONICS
SWEET HOME, OREGON

DESERT'S PHOTO CONTEST RULES

DlAVtL

(MAY PHOTOS ON INSIDE FRONT COVER)

1—Prints for monthly contests must be black and white, 5x7 or
larger, printed on glossy paper.

CONTENTS
Volume 27

2—Each photograph submitted should be fully labeled as to subject,
time and place. Also technical data: camera, shutter speed, hour of
day, etc.

Number 5

MAY, 1964
This Month's Cover

3—PRINTS WILL BE RETURNED ONLY WHEN RETURN POSTAGE
IS ENCLOSED.
4—All entries must be in the Desert Magazine office by the 20th of
the contest month.

California wild flowers by DON VALENTINE

4 The Old Plonk Road
By LOUISE PRICE BELL

5—Contests are open to both amateur and professional photographers.
6—If space does not allow publication of photographs one month the
contest will be resumed during the following months.

6 New Books For Desert Readers
8 The Unmerry Widow
By MARGUERITE SMELSER

9 Steam From the Earth

7—FIRST PRIZE will be $15; SECOND PRIZE, $8. For non-winning
pictures accepted for publication $3 each will be paid. Although not
part of the contest, DESERT is also interested in viewing 4x5 color transparencies for possible front cover use. We pay $25 per transparency.

By VOLLIE TRIPP

11 Ramona's Country Today
By HELEN GILBERT

13 Bewitched by Baja

DESERT is published monthly by Desert Magazine, Palm Desert, Calif. Second Class Postage paid at Palm Desert, Calif., and at additional mailing
offices under Act of March 3, 1879. Title registered No. 358865 in U. S. Patent Office, and contents copyrighted 1964 by Desert Magazine. Unsolicited manuscripts and photographs cannot be returned or acknowledged unless full return postage is enclosed Permission to reproduce contents
must be secured from the editor in writing. SUBSCRIPTION PRICE; $4.50 per year (12 issues) in the U.S., $5 elsewhere. Allow five weeks for change
of address, and be sure to send the old as well os new address.

By CHORAL PEPPER

16 California's Cave Paintings

JACK PEPPER,

publisher

By CAMPBELL GRANT

CHORAL PEPPER,

editor

AL MERRYMAN, artist

20 Thorns in Their Sides

Address Correspondence To:
Desert Magazine, Palm Desert, Calif. 92260 Phone: FI 6-8144

By JANICE BEATY

21 Barrel Cactus
Photo by DARWIN VAN CAMPEN

22 Exploring La Cabeza Prieta

DESERT Subscription Service

r

(Enter a Subscription

By NORMAN SIMMONS

24 Beachcombing on the Bay

I Address Change Only •

By JACK PEPPER

D 1-year subscription
$4.50
D One 2-year subscription, or,
D Two 1-year subscriptions . $8.00

26 Land Rush to Wupatki
By JANICE BEATY

28 Who Was the Real Ed Lynch?
By PEGGY TREGO

Foreign subscribers add 75c
per subscription.

30 California's Vanishing Cypress
By DOROTHY ROBERTSON

To Change Your Address

•

Magazines are no longer forwarded by the post
office when you move. To insure uninterrupted
delivery please attach your magazine address
label here and print your new address below.

Name
a
§
2 Address
• Renewal

• New

To Give a Desert Subscription

32 New Source for Old Bottles

Print your name and address above, and name and address of recipient below.

By E. FRANCIS LONG

33 Mercur, Utah—Ghost Town
By LAMBERT FLORIN

34 Desert Cookery
By LUCILLE I, CARLESON

38 Letters From Our Readers

9

• New
Sign Gift Card: "From.
• Payment Enclosed

D Renewal

D BUI Me Later

103

