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CACTUS WREN HOME

SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA

Henry D. Teft, Jr.

To capture the feeling of the California ghost
town of Bodie, Tom Myers used infrared film
and a wide angle lens for this exceptional photograph. Data: Leica 35mm, infrared film with
deep red filter at noon, 21mm wide-angle lens,
f8 at l/3Oth.

DENVER, COLORADO

PHOTO CONTEST RULES
1—Prints ior monthly contests must be
black and white. 5x7 or larger, printed on
glossy paper.
2—Each photograph submitted should
be fully labeled as to subject, time and
place. Also technical data: camera, shutter speed, hour oi day, etc.
3—PRINTS WILL BE RETURNED ONLY
WHEN RETURN POSTAGE IS ENCLOSED.
4—All entries bust be in the Desert
Magazine office by the 20th of the contest
month.
5—Contests are open to both amateur
and professional photographers.
6—FIRST PRIZE will be $15; SECOND
PRIZE, 8. For non-winning pictures accepted for publication $3 each will be paid.
Although not part of the contest. Desert
is also interest in viewing 4x5 color transparencies for possible front cover use. We
pay $25 per transparency.

Second Prize

Caught at just the right time, the sun highlights
this home of a Cactus Wren, giving it the
appearance of an unruly coiffure. Data: Rolleiflex, 122 at l/30th, Panatomic X, £3.5 Xenar lens.
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Back in the "good old days" a prospector lived alone 25 miles
from a small desert community and came into town only once a month
for supplies. One day two other prospectors made camp five miles
from the original old sourdough. The following day he appeared
in town with all of his belongings on the back of his mule. Asked
where he was going, he replied: "I'm gettin' away from all this crowded
land. Why the population out my way has increased 200 percent
overnight!"
For better or worse, the fact remains that the population of the
western deserts is increasing, and will continue to increase along with
the "western population tilt." Gone are the days when the desert
belonged to "just us desert rats and God." This trend cannot be stopped
or ignored. The majority of the new people are learning to love and
respect the desert as do the pioneers. DESERT MAGAZINE plays an
important role in showing newcomers how to appreciate the desert
and, most important, how to
respect our areas and preserve their natural state. We
are constantly warning readers not to desecrate and destroy, but to marvel; not to
mar, but to enjoy; to share
and not to spoil and, above
all, not to leave trash and
litter. Yet there are criminals—and they are guilty of
crimes since they are violating legal laws—who, with no
regard for their fellow man,
spill trash and litter across
the desert, who throw tin
cans into springs and who
evidently derive a sadistic pleasure in the destruction of plants and
wild life. These people, along with the egotistical perverts who deface
pre-historic Indian writings and scratch their names and love markings
on rocks and cliffs, are not only criminals, but sub-standard humans
with perverted minds.

By ROYCE ROLLINS

22 Bewitched by Baja
By CHORAL PEPPEIR

26 America's Cameleers
By JACK BRYSON

30 Alibates—the Prehistoric Treasure
By SAM ED SPENCE

33 Scorpions
By JOHN GOODMAN

34 Profile of Time
By LEON CALLAWAY

37 Ghost Town

Officers of the law and rangers cannot possibly cover all desert
areas. We who love and respect the desert should help by reporting
violators and disposing of trash when we find it left by these insane
desecraters. DESERT MAGAZINE will help in any way possible and
welcomes suggestions as to how we can keep our desert areas safe
and clean.
AUGUST CALENDAR. Nevada continues to celebrate its 100th Anniversary with too many events to list. For times and places write to
Nevada Centennial Commission, State Building, Reno, Nevada. Smoki
Indian Ceremonials and Snake Dance, Prescott, Ariz., August 1. Old
Spanish Days in Santa Barbara, Calif., August 12-15. 43rd Annual
Inter-Tribal Indian Ceremonial, "Today's Greatest Living Tribute to
the American Indian", Gallup, New Mexico, August 13-16. Hopi Snake
Dance, on Hopi Reservation near Winslow, Arizona, last 10 days of
August. (Editor's Note: If you want events listed they must be in two
months in advance of date.)
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BRAND NEW ! ! !

The Backyard of Nevada
BY C. LORIN RAY
Written from notes and reminiscences over
many years of living and wandering in
Nevada. Relates experiences in Gerlach, Rhyolite, Silver Peak, Jarbidge and other out-ofthe-way Nevada places. A truly unique book
with all hand-lettered text and 38 full page
drawings by the author. Official Nevada
Centennial Year edition. Paper cover. Autographed. $3.00.
Write for complete western book list.
Postage prepaid if payment enclosed with
order. In Calif, add 4% sales tax.

PINON BOOK STORE
206 North Main St.
Bishop. California
In the Heart of the Eastern High Sierras

AUTHORS!

If you have completed a book-length manuscript, you may be interested in our special
publishing plan, Under this program, many
lawyers, executives, teachers, scholars and
even housewives have seen their work published, promoted and marketed on a dignified, professional basis. All subjects considered — non-fiction, notion, poetry, etc.
Send for our free 40-page illustrated brochure today. Ask for Booklet, D.

VANTAGE PRESS. INC.
120 W. 31st St., New York 1. N.Y.
In Calif.: 6253 Hollywood Blvd., L.A.
In Wash., D.C.: 1010 Vermont Ave., N.W.

Order a
FREE
Desert-Southwest Book Catalog
More than 75 Southwestern titles. History, lost mines, Indian lore, adventure,
gunmen, nature subjects, art of the area,
guide books, travel, ghost towns, desert
legends.
For your free Desert-Southwest Book
Catalog, send your name and address to:

Desert-Southwest Book Store
P.O.

Box 757 Palm Desert,

California

ATTENTION WRITERS!
Book Manuscripts wanted. All subjects considered. Free report.
Your book can be published and promoted
by a successful, reliable! company, noted for
its prompt, personal service.
Submit your manuscript to:
GREENWICH BOOK PUBLISHERS, INC.
Dept. DM
282 Seventh Avenue, New York 1, N.Y.

rectly retort that native horses had indeed existed in America long ago and
had become extinct only recently.
A fascinating book, this dual bioMost of the dinosaur bones that
graphy recounts the lives of two sworn add importance to our museums tofoes who probably had more in com- day were discovered, uncovered, and
mon than any other two men of their reconstructed under the direction of
time.
one of these two men. That they
Othneil C. Marsh, America's first hated each other while working toprofessor of paleontology, was a pro- ward the same end is sometimes amusduct of poor parents with a rich rela- ing, sometimes pathetic. Nevertheless,
tive. His uncle, the celebrated bache- it spurred them to heights as well
lor who endowed Yale's Peabody Mu- as depths and, because of it, these
seum, believed only in helping those dinosaur hunters were as colorful and
who proved themselves worthy. After human as they were coldly scientific.
a retarded start, O. C. Marsh set about
Published by David McKay Comproving his worthiness by winning pany,
this hardcover 281-page
acclaim as a scholar. Because Yale book isInc.,
available
for $4.95 and may
offered a professorship for a paleon- be ordered from the
DESERT Magatologist, Marsh focused his energies zine Book Department.
in that direction.
THE DINOSAUR HUNTERS
By Robert Plate

Edward D. Cope, the violent Marsh
antagonist, was reared by a doting
and rich father who encouraged intellectual activity. This young genius
was recognized in a number of scientific fields and had had papers published by the Academy of Natural
Sciences of Philadelphia by the time
he was 18 years old. Unlike Marsh,
his early struggle was not one of subsistence, but rather, one of morality.
Darwin's theory of evolution challenged his intense religious beliefs
and precipitated a climatic inner frustration he found hard to compromise.

THE OREGON DESERT
By E. R. Jackman and R. A. Long
There is no other book about the
Oregon desert, even though desert.
comprises a good 25% of the state.
But this book is more than just a
good one about deserts (covering
Idaho, Utah and Nevada as well as
Oregon). Its chief talking point is
it's ability to portray Western backcountry life—human and animal, wild
and restrained.
One of its authors, Reub Long, is
Author Plate brings to his readers a lifelong cowboy who thinks like
a lively account of these two scholars a scientist and the other, E. R. Jackin a determined fight by each to win man of Oregon State University, is a
first place in a race for scientific scientist who thinks like a cowboy.
recognition. Much of their warfare They write of wild horses, cattle
took place on Western plains where drives, desert animals, geological protheir fossil hunts were plagued not cesses, desert people and desert lore,
only by each other, but by Indians, and both are dedicated conservationstomping Buffalo, conniving guides, ists.
weather and fatigue.
Jackman recounts an incident that
One incident that surprised Marsh took place at a Grange meeting held
was the stir his work created in! to solve a problem created by a poor
Salt Lake City. Whereas most religi- clover seed crop. One practical bachous groups stormed in protest at this elor blamed the poor crop upon the
fossil hunter whose discoveries of pre- large number of old maids. "They
historic horses in North America bol- all keep cats," he said, "the cats keep
stered Huxley's theory of evolution, mice in the fields cleared out; the
Brigham Young embraced him. After skunks, unable to find enough mice
detailed questioning on the part of to eat, turn to bumblebees for food;
the Mormons, Marsh finally discover- the bees pollenize the clover, hence,
ed the answer. It seems the Book of if we bachelors want good clover seed
Mormon had been challenged for crops, we've got to marry these old
alluding to horses in America during maids."
the prehistory era when everyone who
Reub Long's humor is much like
knew anything, knew that horses were that of the late Will Rogers' and he
introduced by the Spanish. Now, has a knack for reducing a lofty
thanks to Marsh, Mormons could cor- phrase to a practical application.

