DESERT MAGAZINE BOOK SHOP
MAMMALS OF THE SOUTHWEST DESERTS by
George Olin. Newly revised edition describes
the mammals of the deserts with artist illustrations of the animals and their footprints for
easy identification. Paperback, 112 pages,
$1.00.

100 ROADSIDE FLOWERS by Natt N. Dodge. A
companion book to his 100 DESERT WILDFLOWERS, this book lists 100 flowers growing in the
4,500 to 7,000 foot levels. Like the companion
book, every flower is illustrated in 4-color
photographs. Excellent to carry in car during
weekend trips for family fun. Paperback, 64
pages, $1.50.

ANZA-BORREGO DESERT GUIDE by Horace Parker. Second edition of this well-illustrated and
documented book is enlarged considerably. Tops
among guidebooks, it is equally recommended
for research material in an area that was crossed
by Anza, Kit Carson, the Mormon Battalion,
49ers, Railroad Survey parties, Pegleg Smith, the
Jackass Mail, Butterfield Stage, and today's
adventurous tourists. 139 pages, cardboard
cover, $2.95.

THE CALIFORNIA DESERTS by Edmund C. Jaeger.
Revised 4th edition is standard guide to Mohave
and Colorado deserts with new chapters on
desert conservation and aborigines. Hardcover.
$4.95.
GEMS, MINERALS, CRYSTALS AND ORES by
Richard M. Pearl. A paperback edition of his
best-selling hardcover book which has been out
of print for a year. From agate to zircon, the
book tells where gems, minerals, crystals and
ores can be found, how they are identified, collected, cut and displayed. Paperback, slick
paper, 64 color photographs, 320 pages, $2.95.

OLD CALIFORNIA MINES (1899) by Charles Yale.
Reprint from early mining industry records.
Photos show different types of mining, mainly
in Mother Lode country. Text contains statistics
and discussions of early problems $2.00.

SUN, SAND AND SOLITUDE by Randall Henderson. For more than 50 years Randall Henderson
has traveled across the deserts of the West until
today he is known as the voice and prophet of
this region of mystery, solitude and beauty.
Founder of Desert Magazine in 1931, he has devoted his life to understanding the great outdoors. His second and latest book is a culmination of his experiences, thoughts and philosophy. Hardcover, deluxe format, deckle-edged
paper, 16 pages full color, excellent illustrations,
$7.95.
METAL DETECTOR HANDBOOK by Art Lassagne,
2nd edition. Includes history, operating techniques, interpretation of signals, and Directory
of Manufacturers. One of the most complete
handbooks of its kind. Paperback, 65 pages.
$3.00.
100 DESERT WILDFLOWERS by Natt Dodge. All
in full color. Handy to carry for identification.
Paperback, $1.50.

OLD MINES OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. Here
is a reprint of a report of the State Mineralogist
made in 1893 and limited to 1000 copies. It
covers desert, mountain and coastal areas including Calico, Salton Sea, Colorado River districts and southern California counties. Really a
terrific book for prospectors, both amateur and
professional, and it is especially recommended
by DESERT. Paperbook. $2.50.
LOST MINES AND TREASURES OF THE PACIFIC
NORTHWEST by Ruby El Hull. If you've been
yearning to go treasure hunting, afoot or by
armchair, this is the book to point the way. Includes little known and fascinating sidelights on
regional history. 14 exact and detailed maps
and photographs. Hardcover, 257 pages. $4.50.

WHEN ORDERING BOOKS
PLEASE
Add 50 cents PER ORDER
(Not Each Book)
for handling and mailing
California residents add 5 percent
sales tax, regardless of whether you
are a Republican or Democrat.
Send check or money order to Desert Magazine Book Shop, Palm Desert, California
92260. Sorry, but we cannot accept charges
or C.O.D. orders.

SUPERSTITION TREASURES by Travis Marlowe.
Wealth that exists in the Superstition Mountains of Arizona, fabulously rich mines, plus a
cache or two of gold and silver—piled high in
secret hiding places by those long-ago Peralta
miners. Maps carved on stone before the massacre of 1848. Illustrated in color and black
and white. Paperback, 64 pages. $2.50.
BEACHES OF BAJA by Walt Wheelock. The author has personally explored the beautiful
beaches of Baja, which, unlike those of Upper
California, are uncluttered and uncrowded. He
tells how to reach the beaches and what type of
transportation is needed. A companion book to
Gerhard and Gulick's Lower California Guide
Book. Paperbook, illustrated, 72 pages, $1.95.
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MARCH COLOR PHOTOS
Front Cover: Water from melting snows in the mountains
tumbles down the canyons and into the desert in Southern
Arizona's Sabino Creek. Photo by David Muench, Santa Barbara, Calif. Page 22: Gary Moore, Monrovia, Calif., illustrates
his article on the ghost camp of Skidoo with the color photo of
one of the last remaining buildings. Back Cover: Rain clouds
hover over palm trees in Coachella Valley near Palm Desert.
Photo by Harry Vroman, Palm Springs.
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BOOK REVIEWS
ROUGH RIDING
By Dick Cepek and Walt Wheelock
Two veteran desert travelers have compiled an excellent book on how to drive
and survive in the back country. Although
based on driving through Baja California, the information is applicable to all
other areas of the West.
Dick Cepek is a long-time back country explorer and operates a supply firm
for four-wheel-drive vehicles. Walt
Wheelock is the author of numerous
books and has been exploring the West
for "forty-plus" years.
Among the chapters in the book are
Adventure, Back Country Roads, Learning, Tires and Wheels, Speed, Sand, Digging Out, Rocky Roads, Stream Crossing,
Food and Water, plus many others.
If you are not an experienced back
country driver and want to be one, this
book is a must. Veterans will also find
new information and tricks-of-the-road
for future use.
I strongly recommend anyone who
drives off the pavement, whether in a
passenger car, four-wheel-drive or dune
buggy, P u t t m s handy paperback, 36-page
book in the glove compartment of his
vehicle. The dollar spent for the information will pay off in the long run. Yes,
it's only $1.00.

BOTTLE COLLECTOR'S
HANDBOOK AND PRICING GUIDE
By John T. Yount
As the hobby of bottle collecting becomes more popular, new bottle books
are published to keep up with the latest
in prices and identification. This book
should be a valuable aid in these fields.
Contents include listing of 1850 bottles and their current market value,
seventeen categories, including the Jim
Beam series, where to sell or buy bottles,
identifications made easy, and how to tell
which bottles will turn purple. Even for
those who have other bottle books, this
one should be a welcome addition. Paperback, illustrated, 89 pages, $3.95.

LOST MINES AND TREASURES
OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST
By Ruby El Hut
The best book on lost mines and tresures in the Pacific northwest area, this
volume has been out of print for several
months. It is now available again through
the Desert Magazine Book Shop. Illustrated with maps and photographs, the
author has done an excellent job of both
research and writing. Hardcover, 257
pages, $4.50.

FOSSIL VERTEBRATES
OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
By Theodore Downs
Another in the excellent series of California Natural History Guides published
by the University of California, this
volume deals with the history of animals
and identification of their fossils, plus
an excellent chapter on the Care and Collection of Fossils. Illustrated both in
color and black and white, 61 pages,
paperback, $1.75.

DEAD MEN DO TELL TALES
By Lake Erie Schaefer
Frank Fish, a well known and controversial treasure hunter, died under mysterious circumstances in his mobile home
at Amador City, California. Although
the coroner's verdict was suicide, many
of Fish's friends, including the author of
this book, believe he did not take his own
life.
Mrs. Schaefer and her husband were
close friends of the treasure hunter and
helped him establish his Buffalo Ranch
Museum in Amador City.
The first part of Dead Men Do Tell
Tales describes Fish's years as a treasure
hunter, his search for the Lost Dutchman bonanza in Arizona's Superstition
Mountains, and the author's conversations with Fish. This part of the book,
and the last chapter in which she de-

Books reviewed may be ordered
from the DESERT Magazine Book
Order Department, Palm Desert,
California 92260. Please include
50c for handling. California residents must add 5 % sales tax.
Enclose payment with order.
fcribes the circumstances surrounding his
death, make interesting reading.
The second part of the book is merely
a short compilation of alleged lost mines
and bonanzas in the West. However, for
those interested in the life of a professional treasure hunter, this book makes
interesting reading. Paperback, 80 pages,
illustrated, $3.00.

ROOM TO ROAM
Published by the
Bureau of Land Management
A section of the Department of the
Interior, The Bureau of Land Management administers some 450 million acres
of public domain land, ranging from arid
deserts to Arctic tundra.
Created in 1812 as the General Land
office, the Bureau "maintains the public
domain as a national storehouse of lands
and resources for the future, while managing the lands for multiple uses to meet
needs of the present." This is a hard
task for any organization and the Bureau
of Land Management has its critics as
well as supporters.
The millions of acres of land they administer in the West are the wilderness
areas which hundreds of thousands of
people visit each year, ranging from complete camping grounds to barren acres
where man can find peace and solitude.
Room to Roam is a recreation guide to
these public lands and your heritage.
Beautifully illustrated with 4-color photographs and maps of the West's recreational areas, it includes a complete guide
to points of interest in the various areas.
Officials of the Bureau of Land Management are to be commended for this publication—and it's yours for only 50 cents.
Send money order to Room to Roam,
Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402. THTS IS A GOVERNMENT PUBLICATION AND IS NOT
CARRIED BY DESERT MAGAZINE
BOOK SHOP, SO PLEASE ORDER
FROM WASHINGTON, D.C.

Silent
Stamp
Mills
by L L Schoenfeld

N

ORTH OF the Dragoon Mountains
in Southern Arizona stands a
monument to Arizona's mining history.
Deserted, abandoned and forgotten, it's
wooden parts and iron pieces have been
treated kindly by the dry desert air. It
seems to be resting, awaiting a resurgance in man's quest for that elusive yellow metal.

From the Mother Lode to Cripple
Creek, from the Comstock to Tombstone,
it was known through the West as a
stamp mill. Wherever men dug precious
metals from the earth a stamp mill was
usually nearby—crushing lumps of hard
quartz into a slurry of runny mud so
that the gold or silver could be removed.
It was well suited to the needs of the

early-day miner, being simple to operate and reliable in operation—and it
could be taken apart and hauled most any
place a wagon could go.
Stamp mills were usually powered by
low-pressured steam engines, the steam
coming from locomotive-type boilers
with extremely tall smoke stacks. Fuel
was whatever was handy, be it sage brush,
mesquite or tall pines.
The genesis of the stamp mill is lost
in antiquity, it is simply the mechanization of a mortar and pestal. The most
widely used version consisted of five
stamps per mortarbox and a rotating
camshaft to rise and drop each stamp in
turn. The falling stamp—some weighted
over 750 pounds—would crush the ore
and release the precious metal.
The most remarkable thing about the
stamp mill was its longevity. The modern version was put in use in California
and Nevada about the time of the American Civil War and some stamp mills were
still in use in the 1930s. The gyratory
crushers and ball mills that come into
use in the copper mills were not nearly
as efficient as stamp mills for certain types
of gold and silver ore.
A standing stamp mill is a rare sight
nowadays. The scrap iron drives of
World War II cleaned out almost all of
them. In fact, the one pictured here may
be the last one left in Arizona.
•

