*Lone Tine, California...
where
Recreation
Unlimited
begins!
The trail to the top of 14,495-foot Mt. Whitney, highest point
of the contiguous 48 states, is not too well marked and is rough
in spots, but that did not prevent over 15,000 people, starting
from Main Street and West Portal Road in Lone Pine, California,
from attempting the climb to the top in 1970.
•

The road to Badwater in Death Valley, the lowest point in the
western hemisphere, is an easy 2y 2 -hour drive from the same
spot in Lone Pine, California.

it.

Lofty Mt. Whitney

These two points are not the only attractions of Lone Pine, but
they are certainly the most dramatic. As the point where your
Eastern Sierra vacation begins; fishermen, hunters, hikers,
rockhounds, bottle collectors, ghost town aficionados, prospectors, wildlife observers and for those who just want to relax,
Lone Pine, California is the focal point for any and all of these
pursuits.
Lone Pine is just 186 miles north of Los Angeles on the Pan
Am Highway 395, which stretches from the Mexican border to
the Canadian boundary.

A Lazy Stream
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The Lost City of the Alabama Hills

>

>

One great point to remember: Vacations never end in Lone Pine.
The winter season in Death Valley, year-round fishing in the
Owens River, hundreds of back country lakes and streams,
reached by pack horse, or on foot, one of the finest 9-hole
golf courses in California, are ready and waiting just for you.
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ISSUE brings sadness with the
passing on of two friends of the
desert. Stephen Albert "Desert Steve"
Ragsdale, founder of Desert Center, California, the town with the "100-mile-long
main street," died at his home in Pinyon
Crest in the Santa Rosa Mountains, at
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Metalert turns an
ordinary weekend into
a family adventure.
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theageof88

Desert Steve at one time held almost
1,000 acres of the desert at Desert Center.
Crossing the 100-mile stretch of desert
between Indio and Blythe, his service station with free water for automobile or
more-often-than-not thirsty driver, was a welcome sight to many a desert traveler.
It was in 1947 that he wrote an epitaph for himself: "Steve was not a
booze-guzzling bureaucratic, dole-mooching un-American, new deal . . . Dirty Dealer."
Johnny Pounds, editor of The Treasure Hunter, called just as we were going
to press with the sad news that Barry Storm had passed away in the Veteran's Hospital in Long Beach. He would have been 61 on June 4.
A life-time treasure hunter, Barry devoted many years searching for the
mysterious Lost Dutchman Mine in Arizona's Superstition Mountains. His book,
Thunder Gods Gold, is an account of his adventures in the Superstitions. First published in 1967, it is out-of-print. Barry had hundreds of friends who will miss
visiting with him at his former Chiriaco Summit ranch.

Going to the beach? Or hunting, fishing
or camping? You can add extra fun to
your next family outing by taking along
a Fisher "Metalert" Treasure Detector.
Who knows, you might bring home a
valuable lost relicjeven silver and gold!
• Unsurpassed power and sensitivity
with solid state circuits.
• Easy to use; adjusts and operates
with one hand! Superb physical balance; arm support.
• Waterproof sensing head completely
submersible. Telescoping shaft for
compact storage and transportation.
• Replaceable transistor battery available everywhere; built in tester.
Built to the same exacting standards as
Fisher precision instruments for industry and science. Send for complete free
literature. Also, collectors' edition
guidebook "Discoveries From the Past"
sent if you include 50<- postage.
"Metalert" . . . the Finest You Can Buy
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED

FISHER TREASURE DETECTORS
Department DM, Palo Alto, Calif. 94303

In an article appearing in the May issue about a 4-wheel-drive trip, I perhaps caused some confusion by not making it clear that the area in which the cinder
hills appear is part of the Coconino National Forest and is adjacent to Sunset Crater
National Monument. The Forest Service has roads in the area of the cinder hills
and a study is being made of the effects of off-road travel and hill climbing. Until
the results are made public, it is the belief of the service that in the best interest
of our resources, that we do not encourage off-road travel in the Cinder Hills. So
stay on their roads. It's still a great place to enjoy the outdoors.
A group of Good Samaritans have got together and come up with an
unusual service for California desert travelers in the 100-miles from Morongo Valley
through Amboy to Essex. Vehicle breakdown, heavy blow sand conditions, loss of
direction—all can be problems to the desert traveler, so the group, which calls themselves the React Team, monitor channel 9 on the Citizen's Band radio 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.
Serving the communities of Landers, Yucca Valley, Joshua Tree and Twentynine Palms the team has been welcomed by remote cabin and home owners who have
been faced with emergencies. A good number to remember: Channel 9, KDQ 8760.
With the ever-increasing cost of postage, it is imperative that letters requesting answers be accompanied by a self-addressed and stamped envelope. Queries not
complying with this request cannot be answered.

Desert Magazine Book Shop
GHOST TOWNS OF ARIZONA by James and
Barbara Sherman. If you are looking for a
ghost town in Arizona this is your waybill.
Illustrated, maps, township, range, cor-ordinates, history, and other details make this one
of the best ghost town books ever published.
Large 9x11 format, heavy paperback, 208
pages, $3.95.

BOOKS ON THE
EASTERN SIERRAS
I UIIOKNK BYWAYS' I

TRAVEL GUIDE TO UTAH by the Editors of
Sunset Books. Like their other guide books, this
is a concise, factual, illustrated and wellmapped guide to Utah. Anyone planning a
vacation or tour through the Beehive State should
have this along. Large 8x11 format, heavy
paperback, 80 pages, $1.95.
CALIFORNIA by David Muench and Ray Atkeson. Two of the West's greatest color photographers have presented their finest works
to create the vibrations of the oceans, lakes,
mountains and deserts of California. Their
photographic presentations, combined with the
moving text of David Toll, makes this a classic
in Western Americana. Large 11x14 format,
heavy slick paper, hardcover, 200 4-color
photographs, 186 pages, $25.00.
NATIONAL PARKS OF THE WEST by The Editors
of Sunset Books. A pictorial interpretation of
the 23 scenic preserves that encompass within
their 12 million acres most of the nation's finest
mountain and desert scenery. Contains 247
photographs with 32 pages in 4-color, 43 2color maps, drawings, geological diagrams, history and other informations. Large 9x11 format,
heavy slick paper, hardcover, 286 pages $11.75.
NORTHWESTERN ARIZONA GHOST TOWNS by
Stanley W. Paher. Directions to and history about
23 of Arizona's most famous ghost towns. Historical photographs and artist sketches enhance
editorial content. Large, 11x14 format, slick
paperback, 48 pages, $2.95.
SPEAKING OF INDIANS by Bernice Johnston.
An authority on the Indians of the Southwest,
the author has presented a concise well-written
book on the customs, history, crafts, ceremonies
and what the American Indian has contributed
to the white man's civilization. A MUST for
both students and travelers touring the Indian
Country. Heavy paperback, 10x7 format, illustrated, 112 pages, $2.50.
LOST MINES OF DEATH VALLEY by Harold
Weight. This is a new approach to the enigma
of Death Valley Scotty's life and legends and
gives additional insight into the Lost Gunsight
and Breyfogle bonanzas, plus other Death Valley
mysteries. Paperback, historic photographs, reference material, 86 pages $2.50.
TRAVEL GUIDES TO BAJA CALIFORNIA by Ken
and Caroline Bates. Published the Editors of
Sunset Books, this is a useful book on Baja and
should be a companion piece to Gerhard and
Gulick's Lower California Handbook and Cliff
Cross's Baja by Road, Airplane and Boat. The
Bates' book takes the reader to the people with
text, photographs and maps. Anyone going to
Baja should have all three books. Large 8x10
format, heavy paperback, 80 pages, $1.95.
LET'S GO PROSPECTING by Edward Arthur.
Facts and how-to-do-it on prospecting are presented by the author who has spent 30 years
searching for gems and minerals in California.
For those who think there are no more valuables
left in California, they will find a new field in
this informative book. Includes marketing data,
maps, potential buyers for discoveries. Large
8x10 format, illustrated, heavy paperback, 84
pages, $3.95.

OVERLAND STAGE TO CALIFORNIA AND THE
PONY EXPRESS by Frank A. Root. A first-hand
account of a mail agent who lived and fought
with the men who settled the West through
their efforts to establish communication across
the wilderness during the 1800's. First published in 1901 and just republished. Heavy stock
and hardcover, original artist illustrations, two
1800 maps, 645 pages, this is a book for
history buffs, $15.00.
GREENWATER by Harold Weight. Called the
"monumental swindle of the century " this is
the story of the 1906 stampede to the Black
Mountains and how $30,000,000 disappeared.
Paperback, historic photos, 34 pages. $1.00.

EXPLORING CALIFORNIA
BYWAYS
By RUSS LEADABRAND
Veteran travel writer Russ Leadabrand
explores the highways and byways from
Kings Canyon National Park in central
California to the Mexican Border. Many
of his trips are on the eastern slope of
the Sierra Nevada Mountains which are
featured in this issue of Desert Magazine.
Heavy paperback cover and slick pages,
well illustrated with maps and photos,
186 pages. Be sure to state Exploring
California Byways NUMBER ONE, when
ordering.

$1.95
MINES OF THE
EASTERN SIERRA
by MARY DeDECKER
History and location of the mines which
produced millions in gold and silver from
1850 to 1900. Paperback, 71 pages,
maps and photos.

$1.95
HISTORY OF THE
SIERRA NEVADA
By FRANCIS P. FARQUHAR
A lively history of the Spaniards, Argonauts, pioneers, military and railroad
builders who conquered the Sierra Nevada
Mountains. Heavy paperback, 261 pages,
historic photographs.

$2.65
WHEN ORDERING BOOKS
PLEASE
Add 50 cents PER ORDER
(Not Each Book)
for handling and mailing
CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ALSO
ADD 5 PERCENT SALES TAX
Send check or money order to Desert Magazine Book Shop, Palm Desert, California
92260. Sorry, but we cannot accept charges
or C.O.D. orders.

PALM CANYONS OF BAJA CALIFORNIA bv
Randall Henderson. The beautiful palm canyons
and isolated areas of Baja California are described by the late Randall Henderson, founder
of DESERT Magazine. Although these are his
personal adventures many years ago, little has
changed and his vivid writing is alive today as
it was when he first saw the oases. Paperback,
illustrated, 72 pages, $1.95.
MOCKEL'S DESERT FLOWER BOOK by Henry and
Beverly Mockel. The well-known painter of
desert wildflowers has combined his four-color
sketches and black and white photographs to
describe in detail so the layman can easily
identify wildflowers, both large and small.
Microscopic detail makes this an outstanding
book for identification. Special compressed fiber
paper which will not stain. 54 full-color illustrations with 72 life-size drawings and 39 photographs, 316 pages, $5.95.
RHYOLITE by Harold Weight. Tales of
Harris, Ernest Cross, Bob Montgomery,
Beaty and the men and women who
ished the famous mining town near
Valley. Paperback, historic photos, 40
$1.00.
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LOST MINES & BURIED TREASURES ALONG THE
OLD FRONTIER by John D. Mitchell. The second
of Mitchell's books on lost mines which was outof-print for many years is available again. Many
of these appeared in DESERT Mgazine years
ago and these issues are no longer available.
New readers will want to read these. Contains
the original map first published with the book
and one pinpointing the areas of lost mines.
Mitchell's personal research and investigation
has gone into the book. Hardcover, 240 pages,
$7.50.
INYO MONO JEEP TRAILS by Roger Mitchell.
Author of DEATH VALLEY JEEP TRAILS, veteran
explorer Mitchell takes you on 18 different
4-wheel-drive trips into the Sierra Nevada
Mountains, where he explores ghost towns, Indian territory and scenic canyons and mountain passes. Paperback, 36 pages, illust., $1.00.
DUTCH OVEN COOKBOOK by Don Holm. Wildlife editor of the Portland Oregonian, the author
has spent his life exploring and writing about
the outdoors, so his recipes for preparing food
in a Dutch Oven come from experience. If you
haven't had food cooked in a Dutch Oven, you
haven't lived . . . and if you have you will
find these recipes new and exciting culinary
adventures—as well as his style of writing.
Heavy paperback, 106 pages, $3.95.
THE CALIFORNIA DESERTS by Edmund C. Jaeger.
Revised 4th edition is standard guide to Mohave
and Colorado deserts with new chapters on
desert conservation and aborigines. Hardcover.
$4.95.
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