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PLACER

ENJOY— FUN, SUN,
WEALTH AND HEALTH!
MINE YOUR OWN 20 ACRE
PLACER GOLD CLAIM!
Yes, You may now have your own 20 acre
Placer Claim in the Famous San Francisco
Mining District of Mohave County, Arizona.
Enjoy the benefits of the Colorado River
Recreation Area while working your property
for Gold and Minerals... or just relaxing. Your
20 acre claim is accessible by road and is
located approximately 14 miles from Bullhead
City and Lake Mohave Resort.
Upon receipt of the full purchase price,
$
t 300.00, your Quit-Claim Deed and map will
be mailed to you immediately. ACT NOW!
Bring the Whole Family and join us.

OFFER LIMITED!

SEND NOW! $300.00
CHECK OR MONEY ORDER

GOLD CLAIMS CO.
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N THE evening of April 4th, in a setting of starlight and campfire smoke,
were gathered a fine group of Peglegophiles to commemorate Harry
Oliver's birthday. Harry was that great
desert press agent who was responsible
for the original Pegleg Mine Trek and
Liar's Contest back in the1940's, as
foretold in our March issue by Diana
Lindsay.
This was the prelude to a weekend of
fun in California's Anza-Borrego Desert
State Park where the Pegleg Monument
was the center of all activities. A guided
Nature Walk and a four-wheel-drive tour
of the Borrego Badlands were followed
by the main event, The Liar's Contest,
where outrageous tales of personal experiences kept everyone in fits of
laughter.
Several hundred people braved a
chilly night to hear Ben Stirdivant, of
Hemet, weave a tall tale of Indians and
gold to place first; Sandy Eastman, of El
Toro, was second as she told of a personal encounter with a man with a wooden
leg and its bruising consequences; Escondido's Jim Huie recounted an exciting overnight experience in the AnzaBorrego Desert when a packrat substituted his crackers for gold nuggets which
earned him third prize. Terry Brann and
Warren Boynton, both of Borrego
Springs, received honorable mention
awards, and Phil Smith, of Imperial
Beach, slipped away into the night and
his booby prize is at the Desert Magazine office awaiting its right claimant.
It was a resounding success, so let's
plan right now to all be together next
year and see who's "The Biggest Liar of
Them A l l . "
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charm and interest of old geological

Books for
Desert

Headers
All books reviewed are available through the
Desert Magazine Book Shop. Please add 25c per
order for handling and California residents must
include 6% state sales tax.
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THE LAND OF LITTLE RAIN
By Mary Austin
Ecologist, feminist and mystic before
these terms became popular, Mary Austin knew the desert as few human beings
have known it. The Land of Little Rain,
first published in 1903, is an acknowledged classic of southwestern literature. It describes the plant, animal
and human life of the border region of
Southern California and Arizona, land of
the yucca, the coyote, the buzzard, inhabited by miners, vaqueros, Shoshone
and Paiute Indians.
Mary's family moved west in 1888, to
homestead in the San Joaquin Valley,
where Mary found a job teaching. Discouraging though the homestead effort
was, she never lost her feeling for the
desert with the "presence" she felt
there, which she described as "brooding" and "aloof." It was a timeless
and colorful world of roadrunner, burros
and prospectors: Indian campoodies with
their basket makers and medicine men;
sheep pastures; stagecoach towns where
faro dealing, cock fights, fiestas and
church fairs were activities in the broad
valleys and spacious hills.
As early as 1903, when Mary Austin
wrote the essays that became The Land
of Little Rain, she had discovered the
Desert/May 1975

ridges, mesquite-coyered ranges, and
sky-reaching mesas, lands without human occupancy, but a part of nature's
framework. Vast open spaces were
neither silent nor barren for her. She
recognized an exchange of communication everywhere, and her search was to
understand and participate as fully as
she could.
Mary Austin wrote about all this while
she lived in the "brown house under the
willow tree at the end of the village
street." The village was Independence,
California, where the visitor may find the
house today.
Although she is best known for her
writings about Southern California,
Mary Austin was also a playwright,
poet, essayist and novelist. She produced some 35 books and hundreds of
shorter works during a 42-year career.
In the early twentieth century she was
instrumental in founding the Carmel
colony of artists and writers and later
lived in New York City and Santa Fe,
New Mexico. Of her many works, only
The Land of Little Rain has been repeatedly reissued.
Illustrated paperback. 171 pages.
$2.45
•
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ANTS OF DEEP CANYON
By G.C. and Jeanette Wheeler
The ubiquitous ant has been the subject of intensive scientific research
throughout the world and the environs of
the Colorado Desert of southeastern
California provide us with a delightful
little handbook detailing the activities of
59 specific ant neighbors — families that
live just up the alluvial fan of awesome
Deep Canyon, site of the University of
California's world-famed Philip L. Boyd
Deep Canyon Desert Research Center.
Admittedly a scientific handbook, this
little volume is written for the serious
layman as well. Serious about ants and
the teeming wildlife around you every-

in the low desert. The authors are
considered the nation's outstanding
couple engaged in ant research. Their
headquarters are in Reno at the
University of Nevada's Desert Research
Institute but on any given day you may
find them far afield in the Great Basin or
Sonoran Deserts. They spent more than
three years researching and writing this
book.
The Wheelers warn that many similar
species among the 59 found in the
Coachella Valley foothills will baffle ordinary efforts for identification. It takes an
expert and a powerful microscope in
some cases so the casual visitor needn't
feel inadequate if the problem overwhelms.
The key to identification for the more
common species may be found in color,
size, nesting habits and, most painfully,
as the Wheelers learned by personal experience, by their bite and/or sting.
Ants of the low desert play a vital role
in the overall ecology of their home region. Some are seed harvesters; others
cultivate living food containers; still
others manufacture their food in much
the same way the cheesemaker processes those delicious Old World varieties, with mold and bacterial action.
In short, ants live a rich, full, surprisingly diverse and varied existence,
whether in the open desert or in the
warmth and food-filled comforts of your
house.
What the Wheelers learned will be of
interest to any desert resident, of particular importance to the natural
gardener, to the casual researcher of
other wild plant and animal life.
Hardcover, with many illustrations,
162 pages, $8.95; paperback, $3.95.
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Gabanas
k Puerto Mejia
on Baja California
16 miles from La Paz by unpaved road, one of
the very few spots of desert and sea beauty
where you can forget about time.
In an almost isolated small cove with only five
cabins, completely equipped with all the necessary things for simple living. Lighthousekeeping basis.
For further information and reservations,
contact: DR. RODOLFOGIBERTR.
Av.5DEMAYO#24,
Telephone 2-03-32
LA PAZ, B.C. MEXICO

Send orders to
Box 1318,
Palm Desert, California 92260
Please add 25c for postage & handling

THE KING'S HIGHWAY IN BAJA CALIFORNIA by Harry Crosby. A fascinating recounting
of a trip by muleback over the rugged spine of
the Baja California peninsula, along an historic
path created by the first Spanish padres. It tells
of the life and death of the old Jesuit missions. It
describes how the first European settlers were
lured into the mountains along the same road.
Magnificent photographs, many in color, highlight the book. Hard cover, 182 pages, large
format, $14.50.
GHOST TOWNS OF ARIZONA by James and
Barbara Sherman. If you are looking for a ghost
town in Arizona this is your waybill. Illustrated,
maps, townships, range, co-ordinates, history,
and other details make this one of the best ghost
town books ever published. Large 9x11 format,
heavy paperback, 208 pages, $3.95.
THE GUNFIGHTERS, paintings and text by Lea
F. McCarty.Contains 20 four-color reproductions
of some of the most famous gunfighters of the
West, together with a brief history of each.
Large format, beautifully illustrated, $3.00.
SUCCESSFUL COIN HUNTING by Charles L.
Garrett. An informative study of coin hunting,
this is a complete guide on where to search,
metal detector selection and use, digging tools
and accessories, how to dig and the care and
handling of coins. A classic book in the field. 181
pages, paperback, $5.00.
CALIFORNIA GEM TRAILS by Darold J. Henry
This completely revised fourth edition is the
most authoritative guide for collectors of rocks,
gemstones, minerals and fossils. Profusely illustrated with maps and contains excellent descriptive text. Paperback, $3.00.
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GOLD RUSHES AND MINING CAMPS OF THE
EARLY AMERICAN WEST by Vardis Fisher
and Opal Laurel Holmes. Few are better prepared than Vardis Fisher to write of the gold
rushes and mining camps of the Wesl. He brings
together all the men and women, all the fascinating ingredients, all the violent contrasts which
go to make up one of the most enthralling chapters in American history. 300 illustrations from
photographs. Large format, hardcover, boxed,
466 pages, highly recommended. $17.95.
LOST MINES AND HIDDEN TREASURES by
Leland Lovelace. Authoritative and exact accounts give locations and fascinating data about
a lost lake of gold in California, buried Aztec ingots in Arizona, kegs of coins, and all sorts of exciting booty for treasure seekers. Hardcover
$5.95.
CACTI OF CALIFORNIA by E. Yale Dawson. A
handy guide with description and illustrations of
the principal cacti of California. Paperback, 64
pages, $1.95.

6

AMERICAN INDIAN FOOD AND LORE by Carolyn Neithammer. The original Indian plants
used for foods, medicinal purposes, shelter,
clothing, etc., are described in detail in this fascinating book. Common and scientific names,
plus descriptions of each plant and unusual
recipes. Large format, profusely illus., 191
pages, $4.95.
ANASAZI: Ancient People of the Rock, photographs by David Muench, text by Donald G.

Pike. This outstanding, moving publication
gives the reader the unique opportunity to see
and understand the Anasazi civilization that
existed some 2,000 years ago. Blending with
David Muench's suberb photography, historian
Donald Pike provides a fascinating text. Hardcover, profusely illustrated with color and black
and white photos, 192 pages, $18.95.
101 BEST FISHING TRIPS IN OREGON by Don
Holm. Oregonian wildlife editor Don Holm has
sorted out from Oregon's major rivers, lakes,
ponds and its 429 miles of coastline some 101
answers in this guidebook which will serve the
tourist, the beginning angler and the local veteran equally well. Holm has selected spots that
will make each trip a memoral experience.
Copiously illustrated with photographs, plus
maps, 207 pages, $3.95.

RELICS OF THE WHITEMAN by Marvin and
Helen Davis. A logical companion to Relics of the
Redman, this book brings out a marked difference by showing in its illustrations just how "suddenly modern" the early West became after the
arrival of the white man. The difference in artifacts typifies the historical background in each
case. The same authors tell how and where to collect relics of these early days, tools needed, and
how to display and sell valuable pieces.
Paperback, well illustrated in color and b/w, 63
pages, $3.95.
FROM MAINE TO MECCA by Nevada C. Colley. The history of California's Coachella Valley
is told by the author who knew many of the oldtimers and listened to their stories, sometimes
humorous, but always telling of their struggle
and fortitude in developing one of the most formidable deserts in this country. Hardcover, 245
pages, $5.95.
MOCKEL'S DESERT FLOWER NOTEBOOK by
Henry and Beverly Mockel. The well-known
painter of desert wildflowers has combined his
four-color sketches and black and white
photographs to describe in detail so the layman
can easily identify wildflowers, both large and
small. Microscopic detail makes this an outstanding book for identification. Special compressed fiber cover which will not stain. 54 fullcolor illustrations with 72 life-size drawings and
39 photographs, 316 pages, $5.95.
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THE LIFE OF THE DESERT by Ann and Myron
Sutton. This fascinating volume explains all the
vital inter-relationships that exist between the
living things and the physical environment of
our vast desert regions. More than 100 illustrations in full color. Helpful appendices contain
comprehensive index and glossary. Special features on endangered species, lizards and poisonous animals. Hardcover, 232 pages, profusely illustrated, $5.50.
PUEBLO OF THE HEARTS by John Upton Terrell. Named Pueblo of the Hearts by Cabeza de
Vaca, this Opata Indian Village played host to
some of the most famous explorers of the 16th
Century, including Fray Marcos, Estenvanico,
Diaz, Coronada and de Vaca, and was at one
time one of the most important frontier outposts
in Spanish America. Although the village disappeared four centuries ago, its fame endures.
Hardcover, 103 pages, $6.00.
HOSTEEN CROTCHETTY by Jimmy Swinnerton. This delightful book by famed desert painter, cartoonist and story teller, Jimmy Swinnerton, is an interpretation of a centuries-old Hopi
legend. The fable, told to Swinnerton more than
50 years ago by an Indian story-teller, involves
Old Man Hosteen, the Owl People, and how they
were outwitted by the pueblo children, aided by
the Termite People. Beautiful 4/color illustrations throughout. Hardcover, large format, 48
pages, $7.50.

JEEP TRAILS TO COLORADO GHOST TOWNS
by Robert L. Brown. An illustrated, detailed, informal history of life in the mining camps deep in
the almost inaccessible mountain fastness of the
Colorado Rockies. 58 towns are included as examples of the vigorous struggle for existence in the
mining camps of the West. 239 pages, illustrated,
end sheet map, hardcover, $7.95.
GHOST TOWNS OF THE WEST by Lambert
Florin. This popular hard-back series is now
available in paperback volumes. Rearranged
state by state, lavishly illustrated, handy to take
along while traveling. Please state which volume
when ordering: California-$3.95; Colorado/Utah
-$2.95; Nevada-$2.95; Oregon-$2.95.
PHOTO ALBUM OF YESTERDAY'S SOUTHWEST compiled by Charles Shelton. Early days
photo collection dating from 1860s to 1910 shows
prospectors, miners, cowboys, desperados and
ordinary people. 195 photos, hardcover, fine gift
item, $12.50.
OWYHEE TRAILS by Mike Hanley and Ellis
Lucia. The authors have teamed to present the
boisterous past and intriguing present of this still
wild corner of the West sometimes called the
I-O-N, where Idaho, Oregon and Nevada come together. Hardcover, 225 pages, $7.95
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