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• AST MONTH I mentioned briefly the
J anticipated wildflower display that
I J the winter rains could produce, and
many of our readers asked just what
areas might be best to visit. A phone call
to the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park
headquarters, in Borrego Springs, California, revealed that they are prepared
for a spectacular wildflower explosion
which could peak from mid-March to
well into April.
Two other popular California areas expecting a rainbow of colors are the Lancaster-Palmdale area (being of a higher
elevation, the blooming period will be
later than the lower desert), and Death
Valley.
Over in Arizona, the pattern is repeating itself with Organ Pipe National Monument reporting a massive carpet of
greenery and buds.
A call to the Chamber of Commerce in
the area you wish to visit, or Park Headquarters will assure you of being at the
right spot at the right time.
But color in the Southwest is not limited to flowers. Take Southern Utah, for
example, and Cedar Breaks National
Monument in particular. Mary Frances
Strong visited this spectacular area last
fall and found a locale for agate as a
bonus! Jerry Strong captured it on film
for this issue so. we could all enjoy its
beauty.
And how about that colorful character
portrayed in the work of Norberto Reyes
this month. Norberto is a member of the
American Indian & Cowboy Artists Society and we are proud to feature him in
DESERT Magazine. Be sure to make a
note to attend the American Indian &
Cowboy Artists Western Art Exhibit anc
Sale in San Dimas, California on April
28, 29 and 30. Sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce, it is a " m u s t " show
for lovers of fine Western Art.
•

By Slim Barnard
Ihe tours by the Happy Wandereis contain excellent maps, mileage, history
of the areas, costs of gasoline consumption, lodging meals, what to wear and
the best time of the year to make the
trips. A family can plan their trip and
determine the exact amount of time and
money required.
Volume Number One covers 52 tours
throughout California's deserts, mountains, lakes and seashores. In Volume
Number Two, Slim and Henrietta explore
Arizona, Nevada and Old Mexico,, with
the areas ranging from modern resorts
to ghost towns.
When ordering BE SURE to state Volume
One or Volume Two. Both books are large
format, heavy paperback with 150 pages.

S2.95 each
Please add 50c for postage/handling

Calif, residents add 6% sales tax

Order from

Magazine Book Shop
P. O Box 1318, Palm Desert, Calif 92260

Lowest Photo Print Prices
Highest Quality
KODACOLOR FILM
DEVELOPED & PRINTED
Standard 12 Jumbo Prints
Standard 12 Jumbo Prints and
New Roll of KODACOLOR
Kodacolor Neg. Standard reprints

2.18
3.34
15

SEND FOR PRICE SHEETS
& ENVELOPES. All Photo
Prices are Comparably low
No gimmicks.
No lies.
More than 50 years of continuous photo service guarantees your quality and our
integrity.

MARKET BASKET PHOTO CO. D.
P. O. Box 370, Yuma, Arizona 85364 or
P. O. Box 2830, San Diego, Calif. 92112
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GaptttitaSunshitie
A marvelous new book about
John W. Hilton
"The Dean of American Desert Painters"
by
Katherine Ainsworth

Just one of the many beautifully reproduced Hilton paintings included in the book.

The Man Who Captured Sunshine is a biography of a

The author, Katherine Ainsworth, makes no apology for the

remarkable, modern day, Renaissance Man — John W. Hilton.

"lack of objectivity" in writing this book... she has been a friend

Though John Hilton is best known as the "Dean of American

and admirer of John Hilton for over thirty years.

Desert Painters," he is also a distinguished botanist, gemologist,

husband, Ed Ainsworth, was John Hilton's best friend for almost

and zoologist. Hilton also is a noted writer and linguist, a guitarist

as many years. This "labor of love" has resulted in a magnificent

and singer.

book about a magnificent man.

The Man Who Captured

Sunshine

is inspirational... a

book which inspires one to overcome adversity, to achieve

Katie's late

TO PLACE ORDER:
Please send check or money order ($12.95 per copy)

excellence, to strive for a genuine joy of living. The reader will cry,
but more often will find himself/herself enjoying the pleasure of
hearty laughter, of grand adventure. The significance of this book,
above all else, lies in an impelling force which inspires the reader
to live a fuller, more meaningful, more joyous life... to be a doer, a
creator, a giver.

DESERT MAGAZINE BOOK SHOP
P.O. Box 1318
Palm Desert, California 92260
California residents add 6% sales tax, and please enclose
50C for postage and handling.
«5 AN ETC PUBLICATION

*Books
for
Desert

Traders

All books reviewed are available
through the Desert Magazine Book
Shop. Please add 50c per total
order for handling and California
residents must include 6% state
sales tax.
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finally recognition through the help of
Nellie Coffman is vividly described.
An " u n t o l d " side of General George
Patton is also revealed in the account of
his friendship with Patton. Hilton was
largely responsible for the selection of
the WWII training grounds near Indio
where Patton trained his forces for the
invasion of North Africa. John, at great
personal sacrifice, supplied our nation
with calcite used in precision gun sights
during the war.
Readers will vicariously experience
grand adventures with Hilton and his
friends in California and Mexico. An
intimate glimpse into the lives of celebrities and his life with his cherished
wife, Barbara, are told. You will roar
with laughter at tales of a mummified Indian, a magnetic rock, giant sloths, and
of roisterous pranks and "mistake Burnings." In short, you will thrill to the
grand adventure of a man who really
knows how to live life to the fullest.
If the fine story telling is not enough,
eight of Hilton's finest paintings, reproduced in full color in this book, should
be. Highly recommended reading!
Hardcover, 274 pages, $12.95.

reports of these excavations, written by
Mr. Barnett, have all been published by
the Museum of Northern Arizona, Flagstaff. The artifacts recovered became the
bases for the Indians' style of life, as did
the recorded history of the early Spanish
chroniclers when they arrived in the
Southwest. So the locale, the way of life,
their artifacts, are all factual—only the
characters are fictitious during this
period of the mid-1200s. It could be
called a love story. You might think of it
as an adventure story. Love, hate, trust,
distrust, bravery, fear—all are found in
this fast moving story which makes fascinating reading amid an authentic setting for a hunter living during this time
when life was cruel, hard and basic.
There has been much interest among
educators in the Southwest to make
"Crooked Arrow" a textbook in high
school and college level classes in anthropology—an easy, clear, delightful,
factual way of exploring and learning
Southwestern archaeology in a new way.
Paperback, 152 pages, $4.95.

THE M A N W H O
C A P T U R E D SUNSHINE

By Katherine Ainsworth
Foreword by James Cagney
If you want to read a book that is so entertaining you will not be able to put it
down, then Katherine Ainsworth's "The
Man Who Captured Sunshine" is the
answer. It is the engaging biography of
John W. Hilton, one of America's foremost desert artists and a man of many
accomplishments. In addition to his artistic talents, he is an accomplished botanist, gemologist, musicologist and
linguist.
Hilton's adventures began early in his
life in China with his missionary parents.
There, John began to paint with a
Chinese master. He saw his father
nearly killed by a Chinese bandit, and
later saw his father kill a tiger which was
terrorizing the village where he and his
family lived.
Hilton's experiences in the gem
business, his close association with the
Pala and Cahuilla Indians, his struggle
as an artist during the Depression, and

crooked
arrow

If"

HOUSE IN THE SUN
By George Olin

THE CROOKED ARROW
By Franklin Barnett
Civil engineer, Army officer, writer,
archaeologist are all part of what makes
up the life of Franklin Barnett. No
stranger to Desert readers, Mr. Barnett
authored " D i c t i o n a r y of Prehistoric
Indian Artifacts of the American Southwest," which has been invaluable since
1973 to archaeologists and historians of
the Southwest, as well as a textbook in
many colleges and universities.
All of the author's experiences and
professions came into play with his latest
book, a factual novel of a prehistoric Indian hunter of the Southwest. The book,
"Crooked Arrow," is based on three
ruins which the author excavated. The

Knowledgeable desert devotees know
the byline "By George O l i n " insures
high quality, accuracy and readability in
any volume. His previous works covered
mammals of the desert region and general interest knowledge about life in the
desert mountains and mesas.
As his earlier efforts, "House in the
Sun," is distinguished by outstanding
color photography, most of it from his
own camera.
This book attempts, successfully, to
describe the peculiarities of desert life,
plant and animal, particularly in the socalled Sonoran Desert, which covers
most of the southeastern California,
much of Arizona and the Mexican states
of Sonora and two Baja CaliforniaDesert/ April 1978

