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Prickly pear bloom, Valley
of Fire State Park, Nevada.
See article on Page 16.
Photo by David Muench of
Santa Barbara, California.
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THE ANZA-BORREGO DESERT REGION
A Guide to the State Park and the Adjacent Areas
By Lowell and Diana Lindsay
At last a current and comprehensive guide to Southern California's most
popular desert playground has been written. There has long been a need for
such a guide to the Anza-Borrego/Yuha Desert, which annually receives more
than a million visitor-use-days. This area, much of it wilderness, covers a third
of San Diego County and portions of Riverside and Imperial counties from the
Santa Rosa Mountains to the Mexican Border.
In its more than a million acres, about equally divided between the AnzaBorrego Desert State Park (the nation's largest state park) and BLM's Yuha
Desert Unit (containing the site of possibly the earliest human remains in North
America), the Anza-Borrego region appeals to a broad range of outdoor enthusiasts: backpackers, dune-buggy drivers, hikers, horsemen, nature seekers
and campers.
From prehistoric Indians through weekend vacationers, men have called
this desert home, some for all of their time, others for some of their time. From
piney mountain crags to a windy inland sea, a rich variety of desert plants and
animals dwell, in terrain and landforms as different as their inhabitants.
The book contains a large foldout map, providing an overall view of the region, and also detailed maps showing the most popular hiking and backpack
areas. A section on arid-area travel and special precautions adds to the desert
explorer's enjoyment and safety. Sixty-five trips along 700 miles of jeep trails,
paved roads, and hiking routes are described, giving details of over 300 points
of historic and natural interest.
• The guide was written in cooperation with the California Dept. of Parks
and Recreation, the Anza-Borrego Desert Natural History Association and the
U.S. Dept. of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Riverside
District Office.

$5.95
Please add 50c for postage/handling

PRING IS a wonderful season to enjoy the desert Southwest. The days
are warm and the evenings cool, and
it's wildflowertime. Oh, the visual feast,
rainbows of color, varieties galore—what
a challenge to the photographer, be he
amateur or professional.
In this issue, Bill Jennings extols on
the low desert area in late spring and
its points of interest. K. L. Boynton
shows us what an important part the pinyon tree plays in the balance of Nature,
and Charles Taliaferro does a treatment
on Mitchell Caverns and the Providence
Mountains.
On the historical side, Herman Ronnenberg elaborates on an old Mexican
fort in California's Imperial Valley. It
had a very short life, but is being reviewed archeologically by a dedicated group
from the Imperial Valley College Museum, whose ultimate goal is the restoration of the fort. Eric Moody takes us back
in Nevada's history as he tells of Pyramid Lake's lost sister, another waterway
that died into an alkali sink.

FIRST CLASS MAIL-ORDER
PHOTO DEVELOPING
Kodacolor and Fujicolor
Print Film Developing Specialists
Normal 12 exposure roll
$2.50
With New Roll of Film
$3.80

Film returned by first class
mail for FAST service.
Send for price
list.

Calif, residents please add 6% state sales tax

Order From

Desert Magazine Book Shop
P.O. Box 1318, Palm Desert, California 92260

Your Reliable
Mail Photofinisher
Market Basket Photo Service
P. O. Box 2830, 1544 Frazee Road
San Diego, California 92112
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New Mexico's pueblo of Tsankawi is
reviewed by James Leonard, while
Helen Walker journeys to Nevada's Valley of Fire State Park. Dick Bloomquist
continues his series on the palm oases in
California, and Stella Hughes tempts the
taste buds with ox-tail stew.
The combination of a lost mine, a lost
ledge, a disappearing old prospector,
possible claim jumping, political shenanigans all make for great reading by
Harold Weight. He brings us the first of
two tales of a man who lost two
mines—and his life.

Chuck
Wagon
Cookin'
by STELLA HUGHES
A tantalizing collection of cowcamp cook tales and 112 authentic old-time dutch oven recipes.
165 pages.
Stella and herchuckwagon
on the way to
Washington, D.C.
only
Calif, residents add 6% sales tax

Desert

plus 50c postage/handling

toe Book Shop

P.O. Box 1318, Palm Desert, California 92260

POTTERY TREASURES
Yellow-rumped Warbler

One of Desert's favorite projects is the
Living Desert Reserve, located right
here in Palm Desert. This 900-acre area
is being carefully developed into a
unique facility for the interpretation of
our native plants and wildlife. This
month, Karen Sausman, Director of the
Reserve, initiates a "Hotline" column to
keep us informed of what's happening in
her "Living Desert." Her featherec
friends take top billing with the opening
of the new walk-through Lilian Chase
Aviary.

The Splendor of Southwest
Indian Art.

Photography by Jerry Jacka,
Text by Spencer Gill.
Masterpieces of Maria and
Nampeyo, creations of
contemporary potterymakers
and treasures from prehistoric
villages and centuries-old
pueblos. 85 inspiring
photographs in rich color.

I POTTERY TREASURES

$9.95
Please add 50c

for postage/handling
Calif, residents please add
6%state sales tax

Desert Magazine Book Shop
P.O. Box 1318, Palm Desert, California92260
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Colorado
River
Ghost Towns

"Books
for
T)esert

Traders

By Stanley W. Paher

All books reviewed are available through the
Desert Magazine Book Shop. Please add 50c
per total order for handling and California
residents must include 6% state sales tax.

Ghost Towns

'

The skeletal remains of abandoned mines
and towns in the Cerbat Mountains and
other barren ranges in western Arizona
along the Colorado River are visited by
the author. Lavishly illustrated with rare
old photos. Large format. Standard
edition is $2.95.

MONO DIGGINGS
Historical Sketches of
Old Bridgeport, Big Meadows
And Vicinity,
Copiously Illustrated

Beautiful 91/2x12!.i hardcover edition
contains 15 four-color reproductions of
etchings by noted Roy Purcell. $9.95

By Franks. Wedertz

Please add 50c for postage/handling
Calif, residents please add 6%state sales tax

. Magazine Book Shop
P.O. Box 1318, Palm Desert, California 92260

One of the seldom remarked corners of
the California gold country is the vast
mountain and desert region of Mono

ISBN 0-87004-263-7
Approx. 140 Pages

Paperbound
6" x 9"
$7.95

Here is the first lengthy account of the
water transportation system, such as it
was, that served Idaho from the time of
Lewis and Clark until the present. Even
before the coming of the white man, the
native peoples of the Gem State knew the
many great rivers in their land and how to
cross them. This is the story of the Idaho
ferryboats and the important part they
played in the settlement and development
of our beautiful state.

The CAXTON PRINTERS, Ltd.

C

P.O. Box 700
Caldwell, Idaho 83605

County, and the adjoining Nevada territory of Esmeralda County. Close to more
famous Virginia City, Tonopah and Goldfield, the old placer and hard rock prospects of Aurora, Masonic, Monoville
and, to a certain extent, even Bodie, are
not as well known.
But mining was only part of the extensive history of this Eastern Sierra Wonderland, as the present booming tourist
visitor and summer business mecca is
called in publicity releases. Cattle and
sheep raising, lumbering, and just plain
hell raising were as much a part of the
Mono country's long history.
Author Wedertz has the advantage of
belonging to one of Bridgeport's most
famous merchant families and many of
his kin have also served the county in
many elective and appointive political
capacities. Therefore, his book has the
authentic stamp of history as told by one
who either made some of it himself or is
descended from those who did.
The region pre-dates the Gold Rush,
of course, because of its geographic location as one of the early but most rugged
fair-weather crossings of the Sierra. Also
the presence of Mono Lake has assured
the county of a rightful place in the history of California.
John Bidwell's pioneering colonization
and exploration expedition of 1841, one
of the first major overland treks in Mexican California, brought him up from
Humboldt Sink via the Carson and
Walker rivers to what is now the Big
Meadows-Bridgeport valley of Mono
County, but he followed two of the major
mountain men by more than a decade.
The first non-Indian visitor to Mono
County appears to have been Jedediah
Strong Smith, whose arduous journey
into and out of California in the 1820s included a sashay through the Mono Basin
country in perhaps 1827, although Smith
left no accurate journal of his feat. His
party of fur trappers entered California
along the Colorado River from Utah but
left, at the urgent request of the SpanishMexican authorities, via the Sierras,
somewhere between present-day King's
Canyon and perhaps Beckworth Pass
northwest of Reno. Some say he went
through the Leeving-Bridgeport gap, but
who knows for sure?
Author Wedertz makes a case for his
region and also for Joseph R. Walker, for
whom Walker Pass and the twin forks of
the Walker River are named. Walker folDesert/May 1979

