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HOME WITH YOU
Relax and browse among our books of the southwest (more titles at minimum prices

than anywhere else), and view our gallery of vivid desert oils by Kathi Hilton,

LaMonk, Carl Bray, K. O. Harris and other well-known artists. See the famous Pegleg

nuggets on display. Look through back issues of Desert Magazine for that story you

missed. We have collector copies saved for you dating back 44 years to Volume 1,

Number 1, and the complete set is also available on microfilm. Remember, friend or

stranger, you are always welcome here!

DESERT MAGAZINE'S BOOK STORE AND ART GALLERY
74-425 Highway 111- Palm Desert, California • 92260

(near Deep Canyon)

WINTER HOURS: Weekdays, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00p.m.
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The CAXTON PRINTERS, Ltd.
P.O. Box 700

Caldwell, Idaho 83605

We take pride in the production of fine books
for the readers of Western American history —
with particular emphasis on the history of the
Pacific Northwest and the Rocky Mountain
region.

Write for a Free Catalog.

Mail Order Advertising. Most mail order advertisers have worked long
and hard to build their businesses and they have succeeded by giving prompt
service with quality products, along with their assurance of your full satisfac-
tion. Desert readers are invited to write and tell us about notably favorable
experiences with any of our advertisers, or if you have a problem we'd like
to hear about that, too. We'll try to help get it solved for you.

Write Desert Advertising Service, Box 1318, Palm Desert, California 92261.
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Sands Hotel of Indian Wells

(1/4 mile east of Palm Desert)

• Open Year-Round
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• 48 rooms & suites
(kitchens available)

• Complimentary
Continental Breakfast

Large Heated Pool
Color Television
Individual Air
Conditioning
(^K) Approved
Moderate Rates

CALL OR WRITE FOR RESERVATIONS

75-188Highway 111,
Indian Wells, Calif. 92260
Phone (714) 346-8113
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He Who Lives in Glass Houses
ANNE, AND THAT is not her real

/^L name, is the young divorced
A .m. mother of three of the four
youngsters, aged eight to eleven, who
were playing with matches a little after
noon on August 26 in the lower reaches
of Dry Falls Canyon near Palm Springs.
The children started a brush fire that in
thirteen days burned more than 28,000
acres of mostly treeless wilderness in the
San Jacinto foot hills.

It also destroyed six homes in Andreas
Canyon and was indirectly responsible
for the crash of one U.S. Forest Service
helicopter. But despite the crash and the
1,600 men involved in suppressing the
fire, there were only minor injuries.
None of the 53 engines, twelve
bulldozers, three water trucks, five
airco's (command aircraft), nineteen air
tankers or the other nine helicopters was
damaged.

The number of men, machines and
acres didn't set any record for this type
of fire, and since kindly winds confined it
to within what is called the rim of the
desert, major recreation areas other than
both terminals of the Palm Springs
Tramway, and human habitat other than
Andreas Canyon, were never seriously
threatened. Nevertheless, they say it
cost taxpayers $3,500,000 to suppress, to
which must be added the estimated
$250,000 value of the six homes. And,
too, add paint damage to three cars in
downtown Palm Springs which were
accidentally hit by a load of prematurely
released Phos-Chek.

The four little boys had also been
throwing bottles into the street and
complaints about that had brought two
policemen to the scene who, in turn,
discovered and reported the fire and,
thanks to these bottles, maybe saved
many lives and much property.

The first Palm Springs engine arrived
in four minutes and the fire headed up
the canyon, much to the relief of the
city firemen.

The four little boys told officials they
were sorry and who their mothers were
and where they lived and so, life for
Anne since August 26 has been a preview
of Hell. The fact that Anne's youngest
boy was held blameless by the other
three hasn't helped.

I thought as I sat listening to her tell
her story to a small group of friends that I
had played with matches too. But I was
lucky. I even remembered the time when
I was smoking in our garage. A grownup
approached and I tossed the lighted butt
into a bottle which I found out later

contained gasoline. It didn't explode.
I don't think I ever knew a kid when I

was a kid who could honestly say that he
had never played with matches, and
some I knew had thrown bottles into the
street and against trees to see them
splatter. I don't think many of the
officials who have been persecuting
Anne unmercifully since August 26
could say they have never played with
matches either.

The persecution, in the form of
constant questioning, a total invasion of
privacy, is required by our law to seek
redress from the responsible party, in
this case Anne and the other mother who
relaxed their normally careful watch
over the children for a few minutes.
Has any mother reading this not ever
done that?

In theory, Anne now owes various
governments two-thirds of $3,500,000
plus her share of six houses and paint
jobs on three cars. In fact, the obligation
is a maximum of $5,000 to government
and whatever private insurance
companies can collect. It won't be much
because Anne is a civil servant in one of
the lower grades. But that also makes her
vulnerable and $5,000 could buy a lot of
sneakers and blue jeans and milk.

Meanwhile, the same federal and
California officials who will be trying to
collect this money are smiling. It was, as
far as the wilderness and wildlife were
concerned, a benevolent fire, one of the
kind which is needed every sixteen years
to clear out dead brush and revitalize the
land. It was good "vegetative
management." But of course, no official
could have ordered it to be set.

The deer and the bobcat and the
bighorn outran the fire and were sighted
back in their burned-over habitat within
two days. The smaller animals just
burrowed deeper and for the most part
escaped. And those that didn't will
attract reptor birds which in turn attract
campers to the campsites.

Our law says the officials must bring
the mothers into civil court. The children
face years of probation on criminal
charges. The children are sorry. They
really are. They'll never do it again. And
Anne says she's sorry to the crank
callers who have found her. And she
really is. I say to the officials, leave
them be. Rewrite the law. They've
suffered enough.
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LIGHTALSO:
Restaurants** Lounge * Motel*
Stores** Available Slips*
Mead and Mohave are large
Colorado River lakes close to
California, in the Southwest's
highest sunshine belt. What an
opportunity for one or two days
of fun or a week of relaxation
. . . 800 miles of shoreline and
190,700 surface acres of warm,
clear runoff water.
Toll-free reservations are as
close as your phone;

1-800-528-6154
For a color rate brochure on all
our facilities, including rental
boats and RV hookups, mail
coupon (check box if you
would also like Lake Powell
brochure).

Callville Ray Resort BHIarina
22 miles east of Las Vegas

(702) 565-8958
* Cottonwood Cove Resort B marina

53 miles south of Boulder City
(702)297-1464

Authorized by the National Park Service
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Mail to:
Del litabb Recreational Properties

Box 29040, Phoenix, AZ 85038


