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I

WOULD LIKE to ask you to
pay more attention to this issue
of Desert magazine. Look just a
bit closer at what the writers have to
say and how they say it. I have
specifically requested that they take
more license with their communication and expression. Our job is to
serve you, and I would like to know
if you think we are living up to that
responsibility.
I think we are.
Virginia Greene has let more of
her heart run free in her writing this
time. Gordon Smith told his story
of a trip on Amtrak's Desert Wind,
with an absence of judgemental
comment that speaks well for journalistic integrity. These people and
others care more about the reader
and communication of the subject
matter than they do about "sounding like a writer." I appreciate that
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and think you are better served this
way.
In this issue, you will notice the
heart of the stoic desert rat loosening up a bit and becoming more expressive, more communicative.
There is more humor, more personal involvement. The text accompanying the photography of Jeff
Gnass and Thomas Hewitt tells you
more about the people behind the
lens, the feelings and thoughts they
have, than you would otherwise get
from a straight presentation of
photos. I would like to thank them
for their willingness to communicate. That is not always an
easy thing for an artist to do verbaliyDesert magazine is older than
anyone on this staff. We are young
and we are committed—and in our
combined intention toward excellence we are powerful. I hope
you will join and support us. With
unshackled writers and a land as
grand and diverse as this, we cannot
go wrong.
Thank you,
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SHIFTING SANDS
by Ed Seykota

On Laughter
Laughter is the spark of the soul. It gives us delight in
our days. Here are some thoughts about laughter.

Laughing is the sensation of feeling
good all over, and showing it principally in one spot.
Bob Hope
A good laugh is sunshine in a
house.
Thackeray
Though laughter is looked upon by
philosophers as the property of
reason, the excess of it has always
been considered the mark of folly.
Addison

You grow up the day you have the
first real laugh—at yourself.
Ethel Barrymore
People who believe in little laugh at
little.
Leonard Feeney
There is almost nothing I won't
laugh at.
Stephen Simpson
He laughs best who laughs last.
English Proverb

Laughter is a most healthful exertion; it is one of the greatest helps to
digestion with which I am acquainted; and the custom prevalent
among our forefathers, of exciting it
at table by jesters and buffoons, was
founded on true medical principles.
Hufeland

I like the laughter that opens the
lips and the heart, that shows at the
same time pearls and the soul.
Victor Marie Hugo

Excellent authority tells us that the
right laughter is medicine to weary
bones.
Carl Sandburg

The loud laugh, that speaks the vacant mind.
Oliver Goldsmith

Men show their character in
nothing more clearly than by what
they think laughable.
Goethe
No one is more profoundly sad than
he who laughs too much.
Richter

A laugh is worth a hundred groans
in any market.
Charles Lamb

Laughter makes your hair grow.
Diana Cooper
Conversation never sits easier than
when we now and then discharge
ourselves in a symphony of laughter; which may not improperly be
called the chorus of conversation.
Sir Richard Steele
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LETTERS

Does Anyone Care?
I could not resist writing any longer.
We want you to know there are many of
us old-time desert people who are sick or
very unhappy about what you and your
group have done to Desert.
You have made it look like more than
1,000 other newsstand magazines—even a
product evaluation on airplanes
(brother!).
Many of us, for years, have looked forward to the arrival of Desert. Now this
pleasure is gone, too. Keep sending it, or
don't. We don't care. Oh, what's the use!
Floyd J. Peters
North Shore, California
I know what you mean, Floyd. Or
maybe I don't know what you mean.
Write and tell me—or don't write
and tell me. I care, or maybe I don't
care. Oh, what's the use?
Playfully,
Editor

Rattlesnake Remedy
We are interested in the letters on getting rid of rattlesnakes, but no one mentioned the easiest way. When out on a
prospect near Globe, Arizona, our prospector and his wife stayed in a shack with
a wooden floor. The rattlesnakes under
this floor were so loud that these people
were kept awake. They got two energetic
full-grown cats, and in a month—no
snakes!! Just give the cats water, but no
• food. If there are rodents around, they'll
disappear too.
Like your new format! Especially liked
the Desert Ship [Nov. 1980] article.
E. Foster Scholey
Prescott, Arizona 86301

Desert Devotees
I was delighted to learn of your plan to
feature the desert areas surrounding Las
Vegas in your upcoming September
issue. As mayor of the "Entertainment
Capital of the World," I have a great love
for the desert and enjoy more than 200
cacti I've collected for a garden at my
home. The name of your magazine suggests my favorite part of the country: the
great deserts of the Southwest!
I enjoyed the article in your July [1981]
issue on the Santa Catalina Mountains, as
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I wish that I could go on a desert trip or
so, but have given up driving. I shall
probably be leaving in a few weeks to go
to South Africa to see old friends.
May good fortune be with you and the
Today, I read this month's issue of Desert
dear
magazine.
and wish to tell you that I enjoyed it very
Cyria Henderson
much. I was glad to see Choral Pepper
Palm Desert, California
and Karen Sausman's names as ConSagebrush Rebellion Strikes
tributing Editors. Thank you for my
Again
copies.
In your editorial in the January [1981]
It does not seem possible that my husissue of Desert, you imply that all western
band (Randall Henderson) is no longer
people are Sagebrush Rebels. The truth
alive. I have been in Palm Desert for
is, most environmentalists, sportsmen,
several months, and can hardly believe
hunters, fishermen, prospectors, small
that it has grown so much.

well as Steuer's magnificent photography
(I'm an amateur photographer, too!).
William H. Briare, Mayor
Las Vegas, Nevada

The Governor Speaks Out
I have enjoyed reading Desert
magazine for many years. Your recent
editorials have added a very positive
note to the vital land issue in the West,
which has become known as the Sagebrush Rebellion. Your support of state
control of unappropriated lands is encouraging. Also, your continual urging of the Federal Government to use
common sense in regulating activities
on public lands is most timely.
We in Nevada are laying the
necessary groundwork to guarantee
proper management of public lands,
should we be successful in our Sagebrush Rebellion. A proposal to the
Nevada Constitution, which requires
approval by two successive sessions of
the legislature and a vote by the general
public, would provide three important
guarantees:
Retention of most public lands in
public ownership;
Retention of permanent public access
over any public lands that would be
sold; and
Management of public lands in a
balanced, multiple-use manner for the
benefit of the greatest number of
citizens possible.
One of the greatest challenges we face
is the proposed deployment of the
massive MX missile system. MX:

Those letters promise an economic
bonanza to some Nevadans, destruction
of precious resources to others. To
most of us, they represent a mixture of
benefits and liabilities. I would prefer
to have it deployed elsewhere, but, putting personal opinion aside, I have
launched a massive statewide effort to
assess the impact of the proposal, so
that we will be prepared should a portion of the system be deployed in
Nevada.
In the event of construction, my Administration is committed to minimizing the negative impacts of the system
to our citizens, resources and environment. I urge your readers to demand
through their elected representatives
in Congress that if the MX must be
deployed in Nevada and Utah, a comprehensive, detailed and accurate environmental assessment be prepared by
the Federal Government with all
negative impacts completely overcome
whenever possible.
The articles in Desert magazine continue to be enlightening and entertaining, your photographs outstanding,
your editorial positions right on target.
Keep up the good work on your fine
magazine.
Robert List, Governor
Carson City, Nevada

