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By GEORGE BRADT
COLLARED LIZARD (Crotaphytus
collaris): This lizard is one of the
handsomest of them all. It is strikingly marked with a double black
collar, blotched and banded legs and
tail, and all this over a vivid yellowish-orange ground color. It has a
large head, thick body, and a tail
measuring twice the body length.
These are rather speedy creatures
and when pursued can be seen to
rise up onto their hind legs and run
along half erect. The Collared Lizard is found from New Mexico westward into central California. The
specimen in the photograph lived
in an ancient volcano crater near
Las Cruces, New Mexico.
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By MARY BEAL
Lupines are among the best known flowers in the world,
and blue is the color most frequently associated with them.
But there are many species, some of them amethyst, lilac
and violet, and it is these lesser known members of the
family that I want to present to Desert Magazine readers
this month.
First, however, let's give a thought to the origin of the
name Lupine, of world-wide usage. Farmers of ancient
days thought this plant robbed the soil of fertility, perhaps
because it is often found on waste lands. From this idea
of the plant's ravenous or wolfish character came the name
Lupinus, from the Latin for wolf, lupus. It has come
down to us from the Romans but no longer are rapacious
qualities attributed to it. Actually the plant is a legume,
and is being planted in some southern states for soil fertilization.
Many Lupines are showy and handsome enough to be
cultivated as favored ornamentals and it is not surprising
that several species have an established place in gardens.
Western species are among those in the front rank for
popularity, even in Old World gardens where they were
introduced by the early European botanical explorers sent
to our pioneer West to seek new plants to beautify their
gardens.
Lupine leaflets have the habit of folding up, usually
during the heat of the day — you might call it taking a
mid-day nap, though it's usually too long a sleep to be
labeled a nap.
One handsome amethyst-flowered species is the Coulter
Lupine, named for Dr. Thomas Coulter who first collected
it about 1831. You may know it as Arizona Lupine or
Loose-flowered Lupine. Botanically it is listed as
Lupinus sparsiflorus
An extremely unstable species, which has led to the
segregation of several varieties, these are also inconstant.
The species is generally larger than the varieties, usually a
foot or two high, the stem rather slender, with few to
many branches, the herbage clothed with soft hairs and
also a scattering of stiff hairs. The palmate leaves have 5
to 9 leaflets, linear to oblanceolate, 1/3 to 1 inch long, on
petioles 1 to 3 inches long. The slender racemes are 3 to
9 inches long and may be loosely flowered or occasionally
densely so. The corollas are typical pea blossoms, about V2
inch long, a violet or lilac hue, the banner centered by a
white spot which ages to a bright red-purple. The hairy
oblong pods are about Vi inch long, constricted between
the 4 to 6 seeds. It favors sandy soil of foothills, valleys
and mesas, up to 4500 feet, in southern Nevada, Arizona,
southern California and Lower California and should be
found in bloom from March to May, often adding large
sweeps of attractive color to the landscape. The commonest variety is arizonicus. sometimes classed as a separate
species.
Var. arizonicus
Ordinarily 5 to 8 inches high, somewhat succulent, the
flowers mostly smaller, the freshly opened corollas pale
purplish-pink, lavender or lilac, often drying deep violet,
the leaflets broadly oblanceolate. Usually found below
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Chick Lupine — Lupinus microcarpus, var. horizontalis
3000 feet, preferring deep sand. Quite common in western
Arizona, southeastern California from Death Valley to
the Mexican border on down into Sonora and Lower
California.
Var. barbatulus
Is identified by stout, hollow, very erect stems, larger
leaves, and racemes up to 12 inches long, the corollas
pale lilac or purplish with a more reddish tinge. Found in
the Needles area of the Mojave desert, the Colorado desert
and western Arizona. Another interesting species is the
Wide-petaled or Chick Lupine.
Lupinus microcarpus var. horizontalis
or
Lupinus horizontalis var. platypetalus
A low trim plant 5 to 10 inches high, with somewhat
succulent, stout hollow stems, branched from the base or
a little above, the branches at an ascending angle. Except
for the upper surface of the leaves, the herbage is softhairy, the long-petioled leaves with 5 to 9 leaflets V2 to
1 inch long. The clean-cut upstanding racemes measure 4
to 10 inches atop peduncles varying from short to long.
The flowers are on very short pedicels, arranged in 3 to 8
close neat whorls, more or less remotely spaced. The
corollas are lilac or lavender, fading to white and becoming
papery in age. The ovate pods are covered with long soft
hairs and sit erect in the whorl of calyxes, like so many
baby birds in a nest.
Found in the northern, central, and eastern Mojave
desert on sandy or gravelly flats and slopes at moderate to
higher elevations.
Another wide-spread annual species of different habit of
growth is the Bajada Lupine or
Lupinus concinnus
The specific name is interpreted as shapely, elegant or
skillfully put together. Varying from the upright fashion of
the preceding species, it follows a more diffuse pattern.
From 4 to 8 inches high, the several branching stems from
the stout base are inclined to spread out. the lower ones
often decumbent. The herbage is densely clothed with soft
hairs, which sometimes turn rusty or tawny in age, the
many long-petioled leaves with 5 to 8 oblanceolate leaflets.
The short racemes are rather dense and very shortstemmed, well scattered as a rule, and surpassed by the
foliage. The corollas are lilac or violet, edged with a rich
reddish-purple, the banner centered by a spot of yellow.
It is an exquisite color scheme.

EXPLORING GHOST RAILROADS OF THE MOTHER LODE
PART 1:

THE ANGELS BRANCH

BY: DW Grantham

In this months trip, we will
explore the path of a long abandoned railroad that served the
Mother Lode area. Part of this
railroad the Angels Branch,
Tuolumne City, and Melones Branch
are abandoned.
Leaving California Highway 99
at Merced, California, we proceed
north along County Highway J-59.
Soon we are paralleling another
abandoned rail route, the Yosemite
Valley, and a Southern Pacific
Branch. In a few miles, the
Southern Pacific right-of-way
heads west and we head northeast,
still following the Yosemite
Valley route. After crossing the
Merced River, the Yosemite Valley
route leaves us. We pass through
the town of Snelling, itself
steeped in early California
history. Soon, we crossed the
former right-of-way of the
Hetch-Hetchy Railroad and an
abandoned part of the Sierra,
just before Crimea House, a long
gone stopping place on the way to
the Southern mines. At Keystone,
we crossed the still active tracks
of the Sierra and turned east on
California Highway 108.
A short 15 minutes later we
arrived at the town of Jamestown.
The itself is a most attractive
small Mother Lode community with
the usual (one) main street.
Along Main Street are numerous
antique shops, a restored hotel,
and many other small businesses.
South of town is the railroad
depot and roundhouse. This area
has recently been acquired by the
California State Park System.

Unfortunately, part of the
Jamestown station burned several
years ago so the park is missing
a valuable artifact. In the
round house, one can see many
items of rolling stock, including
several steam engines in running
condition. The Sierra is frequently used for filming by the
studios. Recently, The Gambler
II with Kenny Rogers was filmed
there.
The careful observer will
notice that the Jamestown Station
site is not on the main route of
the railroad. Unusual?? Not really.
The Station faces what should
have been a busy branch line, now
abandoned--The Angels Branch.
The line served mining customers
of North Tuolumne and Southwest
Calaveras County.
The Angels Branch has been gone
for many years, but it is possible to follow large portions of
the route. Tracks are still in
place leading North from the
Jamestown Station to just beyond
the Pine Alley Equipment Rental
Yard. Some old equipment is parked
on this track, including a nonoperating steam engine.
The right-of-way headed north
from here somewhat paralleling
the present day Rawhide Road.
Going north on Rawhide Road from
Highway 108, the road climbs
until a summit is reached. The
right-of-way is visible on the
North side of the road and then
turns 90 degree from the road
and follows the side of the
mountain which is really a large
lava flow.
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