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RIVERSIDE COUNTY'S NATIONAL DATE ESTIVAL
There are no flying carpets or
camel caravans to Southern California
but each year thousands of winter
vacationers find ways to get to that
part of the Southwest Sunbelt where
a major entertainment attraction is
the county fair built around an
Arabian Nights fantasy theme.
Riverside County's National Date
Festival, held in mid February each
year, celebrates an annual date harvest that produces a gross value of
around $35 million. It is the only
significant commercial date harvest
outside the Arab world. Table grapes
and citrus are the other economically
important crops produced in the
Coachella Valley.
Date palms were introduced into
the Coachella Valley in 1899 as part
of a federal program to diversify United States agriculture. Experimental plantings in other states were
largely unsuccessful.
Origin of the date palm from the
countries of old Arabia gave the
NationaL Date Festival its Arabian
Nights theme which is carried out by
an outdoor Arabian Nights Pageant
fantasy, camel and ostrich races
(note the picture on the next page),
the Queen Scheherazade Court of Beauty, exhibits of dates, citrus, and
other farm crops of the valley.
Between Palm Springs and the Salton Sea are about 5,000 acres of date
groves which produce 23 varieties of
dates, although one variety is predominant. Date harvest normally
starts in late September and
continues into February.
There is a hugh outdoor stage that
is a replica of an old Arabian Nights
village as envisioned by the late

Harry Oliver (see the story in this issue)
who designed it and supervised the construction. Harry was an early Hollywood set
designer who won one of the motion picture
industry's first awards for his design of
the set for the original "Ben Hur".
Built on several levels, the stage has
an array of Obelisks, staircases, spires,
mospues, and a towering mineret from which
the muezzin makes his nightly call to the
faithful. In the case of the Arabian Nights
Pageant, the faithful include a volunteer
cast of up to 100 costumed singers, dancers,
and other performers. Music is arranged
and scores adapted from the most popular
songs of all-time hit musical comedies and
operettas.
Queen Scherehazade and her Court of
Beauty wear their elegant costumes as they
tour the fairgrounds several times daily.
Photography buffs take note of that. In
addition, there are afternoon camel and
ostrich races. They have no counterpart
in the Arabian Nights stories, but are a
lot of fun to watch.
Coachella Valley residents held a "Date
Festival" in 1910 to celebrate their first
date harvest. Similar celebrations have
been held through the years and the Arabian
Nights theme was adopted in 1947.
Arabian Nights fantasy and whimsy does
not diminish the fact that the National
Date Festival is the Riverside County Fair.
There is a junior fair and livestock show
along with one of the finest industrial arts
shows. In addition, there are also a large
gem and mineral show, home arts exhibits and
contests, agriculture and horticultural
displays, food, fun, and a carnival for all
to enjoy.
Information on next years Date Festival
may be obtained by writing the Date Festival
at Box NNNN, Indio, Calif. 92201.
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OSTRICH RACES ARE POPULAR AT THE DATE FESTIVAL.
BROOM IS USED TO STEER OSTRICH; NOT AS A WHIP.

FOCUS ON FUN
WHAT TO DO AND S E IN "HE COACHELLA VALLEY
In addition to the areas featured in this issue,
there are many more recreational, scenic and

cultural places for family fun in and around the
Coachella Valley, some of which are listed here.

PALM SPRINGS TRAMWAY
From the Valley Station, 2000 feet
above sea level and Palm Springs, the
Palm Springs Aerial Tramway cable cars
carry passengers in just 18 minutes to
the 8000 foot station in the senic San
Jacinto Mountains where a panoramic
view of the Coachella Valley is matched only by the sight of the San Bernardino Mountains more than 50 miles
away.
During the ride from the valley to
the mountain station, four complete
geological life zones—the equivalent
of life changes observable on a motor
trip from Sonora, Mexico to the Arctic
Circle in Alaska, can be seen. The
Mountain Station has an Alpine Restaurant, cocktail lounge, gift and
apparel shops. Hiking trails lead to
Long Valley and 11 campgrounds.
The tramway is located in Chino
Canyon, off Highway 111 on the north
side of Palm Springs. Hours are 10
a.m., weekdays, 8 a.m., weekends.
Mid October to April. Last car up
is at 7:30 p.m., last car down is at
9:15 p.m. Ask about their ride and
dine (at the top) special. Telephone (619) 325-4227

Indians to preserve their culture and
history, and to acquaint others with
their tribe. The Cahuillas lived in
Riverside County long before the Spanish
first came through the area in the 1770's.
There are more than 3000 artifacts,
the majority of which were donated by
individual Indian families. The basket
collection is especially fine.
BERGMAN MUSEUM
The late Harry Bergman spent more
than 50 years of his life collecting
artifacts and historical objects from
the Western world. Many of the relics are
from the immediate vicinity and include
Indian artifacts and objects left by
the early Spaniards. The charm of this
museum is the helter-skelter and hodgepodge displays. It has one of the best
Indian arrowhead collections in Calif.
It is located on Highway 71 between
Aguanga Valley and Anza, only an hours
drive from Palm Springs. Take Highway
74, the Palms to Pines Highway to the
junction with Highway 71, turn left and
follow the highway until the museum.
WHITEWATER TROUT RANCH

MALKI MUSEUM
Located on the Fields Road turnoff from Interstate 1 0 , between
Banning and Cabazon, the Malki
Museum was established by the Cahuilla

Open the year around every day except
Monday, this is an excellent picnic and
one day outing spot for the family. A
mountain setting with lakes, meadows,
and brooks is located here in a thumbnail
setting. Fishing is allowed (fee charged)
and no license is required. There is
a modest fee for use of the picnic area.

