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It will be
n'

Woolly
at the Orange County Fair

"We want to make the public more
aware of this interesting hobby and,
by doing so, we are also giving
jewelers, gemologists, and rock
collectors an opportunity to share
their hobby and profession with
others at the Fair this year." Orange
County has numerous clubs for the
rockhound and mineral collector.
The 1985 Orange County Fair Gem
and Minerals Show will feature 53
classes for open and adult amateur
exhibitors as well as competitive
divisions for juniors through the age
of 17. Mineralogical societies, rock
clubs, dealers, and professionals have
also been invited to enter the
noncompetitive divisions. Competitive
divisions f o r opeand amateur
exhibitors will consist of mineral
specimens, faceted work, lapidary
work, jewelry, educational exhibits,
and fossils.

See WILD and hispartner WOOLIY
at the Fair, July 12-21
One of the newest attractions at the
1985 Orange County (California) Fair
will be a building devoted to the
fascinating hobby of gem and mineral
collecting along with rockhound and
treasure hunter oriented exhibits and
contests.
"We hope t o present a very
professional and attractive exhibit to
the p u b l i c , " said Department
Supervisor Kay Myers, an Anahein
resident who is an avid rockhound
and jewelry student in her own right.

The Fair will be held from July 12 to
21, 1985 at the Orange County Fair
and Exposition Center, 88 Fair Drive,
Costa Mesa, California. This is within
easy driving distance from most
places in the Southern California
area. This years theme is "Its Wild
and Wolly", referring to the various
activities involving sheep, such as
sheep shearing, Future FArmers of
America and 4 - H Club shows,
sheep dog trials, and much more.
Entertainment at the 1985 Fair can
only be described as impressive. Some
of the feature programs will be
July 12, the Mamas and the Papas
July 13, The Association
July 14, Rick Nelson
July 15, Three Dog Night

The entries will be evaluated by a
qualified panel of judges chosen by
t h e C a l i f o r n i a Federation of
Mineralogical Societies. The judging
criteria will consist of correctness of
labeling, showmanship, quality of
materials, r a r i t y of specimens,
workmanship, orientation, variety of
w o r k , originality of design, and
variety of material.

July 16, Fabians Goodtime Rock V
Roll Show, starring Fabian, Del
Shannon, The Diamonds, and the
Monte Carlos

In addition, there will be daily
lectures and demonstrations of
lapidary work, faceting, polishing,and
geode cutting. There will be a "Hands
on"
panning booth for children
where they can pan for fossils and
crystals. DESERT MAGAZINE will
staff a booth to answer questions
regarding places to go, ghost towns,
prospecting, and the desert in general.

July 20, Elvin Bishop

This marks the first year that gems
and minerals has its own building at
the Orange County Fair. In the past,
it was featured as a part of the crafts
ad hobbies show. This expansion to a
building of its own reflects the
popularity of this interesting and
educational hobby.
The first Orange County Fair was
held at Santa Ana in 1890 and was a
livestock exhibition. The fairgrounds
are now located on what was once
the Santa Ana Army Base, which was
one of the largest military training
centers in the nation. Today there is
little evidence of the site's military
history except for a Memorial Garden*

July 17, The Osmond Brothers
July 18, The Marshall Tucker Band
July 19, Jan and Dean

July 21, Rain: A tribute to the
Beatles
All performances are scheduled for 7
and 9 P.M. and are included in the
price of admission, $4.00 for adults,
$2.00 for ages 6 through 12. Senior
citizens will be admitted for $1.00
Monday through Wednesday only.
However, a special day, Thursday,
July 18 is Denny's Senior Citizens
Day and admission will also be $1.00.
Fair hours are Noon to Midnight on
weekdays, 10 AM to midnight on
weekends.

All in all, the 1985 Orange County
Fair promises to be one of the best.
We at DESERT MAGAZINE look
forward to meeting you at the Gem
and Minerals Building. In addition to
a member of our staff, we will have a
small display of historical material
and some desert related items. Please
come by and say Hi.
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Thru Utal^s

Zion National
Park
by Paul Richards
A Towering Monolith of Zbn

Our next trip through Utah's Dixie
country took us east of St. George,
the county seat, and into the canyon
country known as Zion National
Park. Leaving downtown St. George,
we entered the Interstate Highway
and proceeded north. In a few miles,
we exited the freeway and proceeded
east across the Utah Hills Country. In
the distance, a town appeared. It was
Hurricane, a neat appearing Southern
Utah community and a junction
point for those heading to the south
to the North Rim of the Grand
Canyon. In quick succession, we
passed through La Verkin (check the
local fruit stands), and a group of
small communities such as Virgin and
Rockville.
Just before reaching the entrance to
Zion National Park, we entered the
town of Springdale. In town, we
found a place with the name Bumble
Berry Inn. With a name like that, we
had to stop. The speciality of the
house is Bumble Berry Pie with ice
cream. The bumble berry is a secret
and we could not get the owner to

give us any factual information. But
we were able to definitely determine
that it is absolutely delicious. Bumble
berry jelly is also available.
Zion Canyon was first explored in
1858 by Nephi Johnson, a Mormon
Pioneer. Three years later, in 1861,
Joseph Black led a group of settlers
into the valley and canyon, where
they settled. Soon the walls of Zion
witnessed the growing of crops and
raising of cattle. In 1872, Major John
W. Powell visited the canyon and
applied Indian names to some of the
features, such as MUKUNTUWEAP to
Zion Canyon and PARUNUWEAP to
the East fork canyon of the Virgin
River. The local Indians, Paiutes,
refused to enter the canyon, and
particularly the Narrows, as they
believed it was a place where evil
spirits resided. This belief was most
appreciated by the Mormon settlers
as it eleminated the threat of Indian
attack. Strangely enough, the canyon
was inhabitated by Indians hundreds
of years before this time.

A portion of the area was set aside as
Mukuntuweap National Monument by
presidential order in 1909. Nine years
later, the Monument was enlarged
and its name changed to Zion
National Monument. In 1919, by act
of Congress, its status was changed to
that of a national park. It has since
been enlarged in area.
Many of the features in Zion
National Park have names with a
religious signifance. The tradition of
this style of naming was started by a
Methodist minister who visited the
area in 1916. He was overwhelmed
by the beauty of the canyons and
immediatley started assigning names
with a religious tone, such as the
Great White Throne and the Three
Patriarchs. Thsi established a tradition
that continues today. It is interesting
to note that at one time Brigham
Young, the great Mormon leader, told
his settlers that this area was not
Zion (in the true religious meaning),
so, for a while, the local residents
called it "Not Zion".

