


HISTORIC PANORAMAS III

The Geronimo Monument
By JOSEF and JOYCE MUENCH

This stone monument on U.S. Highway 80 in south-
eastern Arizona 10 miles from the New Mexico border,
commemorates the end of all Indian warfare in the
United States. A few miles east, in Skeleton Canyon,
the Apache Geronimo surrendered to U.S. Army troops
on September 5, 1880. He and his followers were sent
to Fort Pickens, Florida, for two years before being
allowed to join their families in Alabama. Geronimo
himself was later moved to Fort Sill, Oklahoma, where
he remained for the rest of his life.

Travelers passing the lonely pillar with its legend,
can hardly be expected to comprehend the difference
between the present peace of the region and what early
settlers tell of life with the Apaches apt to appear from
any clump of brush or hidden canyon mouth.

If it meant peace to the white man, the surrender
spelled to the Indian the cancelling of a 400 year oath
to keep his foes from the desert land with its rolling
hills and valleys, its mountains and freedom.

Old stone metates are imbedded in the monument
shaft.

D E S E R T M A G A Z I N E



DESERT CRLEnDflR
April 29-May 19—23rd Annual Jun-

ior Indian Art Show, Museum of
Northern Arizona, Flagstaff.

May 1—Annual Reunion and Picnic
of the Buckeye and West Gila
Valley Old Settlers Union, at
Buckeye, Arizona.

May 1 — Fiesta and Spring Corn
Dance, San Felipe Pueblo, New
Mexico.

May 1-4—Las Damas Trek, Wicken-
burg, Arizona.

May 3—Santa Cruz Corn Dance and
Ceremonial Races, Taos, N. M.

May 3-4 — Annual Regional Music
Festival, Tucson.

May 3-5—Cinco De Mayo Celebra-
tions (Mexican Independence Day)
at Nogales and Gilbert, Arizona,
and other border towns.

May 4-5—Saugus, California, Annual
Rodeo.

May 4-5—Desert Panorama Exhibits,
China Lake, California.

May 4-5, 11-12—30th presentation of
the Ramona Pageant, Hemet, Calif.

May 5 — Colorado River Regatta,
Parker, Arizona.

May 5—Blythe, California, Women's
Riding Club Stampede and Rodeo.

May 10 — Golden Spike Ceremony,
Promontory, Utah.

May 10-11 — Eastern New Mexico
University Rodeo, Portales.

May 10-12 — Lone Pine, California,
Stampede.

May 11-12—Santa Barbara and Riv-
erside Chapters of the Sierra Club
joint trip to Joshua Tree National
Monument, California. Camp at
Hidden Valley.

May 11-26—31st Annual Wildflower
Show, Julian, California.

May 12 — Desert Protective Council
meets at Lolomi Lodge, San Ja-
cinto Mtns.

May 12—Palo Verde Festival, Tucson.
May 12-13—Industrial Days, Hender-

son, Nevada.
May 14-15 — San Ysidro Procession

and Blessing of Fields, Taos, New
Mexico.

May 15-26—Spring Landscape Show,
Tucson.

May 17-19—23rd Annual Elks Hell-
dorado and Rodeo, Las Vegas, Ne-
vada.

May 18-19—Grubstake Days, Yucca
Valley, California.

May 18-19—Tucson Festival Events:
Children's Parade on 18th; Fiesta
de la Placita on 19th.

May 22-25 — Cotton Carnival, Cal-
exico, California.

May 22-26—Junior Chamber Circus,
Lancaster, California.

May 25-26—Fiesta de San Felipe de
Neri, Albuquerque.

May 26—Horse Show, Sonoita, Ariz.
May 26—Pictograph Tour of White

Oaks — Three Rivers area, from
Alamogordo, New Mexico.

May 27—Homecoming Day, Caliente,
Nevada.

May 27-June 21—Historic Map Ex-
hibit, Museum of Northern Ari-
zona, Flagstaff.

May 29-31, June 1 — Elks Rodeo,
Carlsbad, New Mexico.

May 31—Spring Jamboree, Valley of
the Sun Square Dance Festival,
Phoenix.

May 31, June 1-2—2nd Annual Kids
Rodeo, Alamogordo, New Mexico.
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Pioneer Rangers
on the Yampa...

Life in the canyon country where the Green and Yampa rivers
meet near the Utah-Colorado border still is fraught with pioneer incon-
veniences, but here Charlie and Evelyn Mantle have made their home.
Their only access to the outside world is a jeep trail that took them 11
years to build. But the Mantles live their full rich lives in an incom-
parable canyon setting—and feel they are more fortunate than folks
who have to live in the more crowded places in the world beyond
their peaceful ranch. - > ,

By NELL MURBARGER
Photographs by thes author

Map by Norton Allen

FTER WANDERING for more'
than 40 miles through dry
broken hills and over wind-

swept ridges, the little desert road
scrambled down the side of a rock-
rimmed canyon to the green-and-
golden cottonwoods on its floor. Stray-
ing on through a crooked pole gate,
the sandy wheel tracks skirted an old
fruit orchard and a thin crescent of
meadow hemmed on its far edge by
the brown waters of a sullen river;
and in the yard of a small log house
the trail drew up and stopped.

Even in this tall wide world of sky-
raking cliffs and color, it was the little
brown house that caught and held my
attention. It was the first house I had
seen since leaving Jensen, Utah, 50
miles earlier. I was curious to learn
what sort of folks I would find in this
far corner of Creation where Hell's
Canyon spills into the Yampa. Her-
mits, one might suppose; yet, this
wasn't my idea of a hermit's home. It
was neat as a doll's house! Old-fash-
ioned white roses and red poppies
were blooming in the yard; bowers of

hop and grape vines tumbled over the
log walls; and a dozen varieties of
green vegetables grew in a well-tended
garden.

A friendly black-and-white dog came
wagging forth to meet me, and the
kitchen door eased open to frame the
slender figure of a woman. From the
questioning look on her face, I guessed
that the truck-jeep trail to the Mantle
ranch doesn't often deliver there lone
women strangers in old sedans; but
after a brief moment, of hesitation,
Evelyn Mantle smiled warmly and ex-
tended a firm tanned hand—and, all
of a sudden, I knew what sort of
folks lived in the little log house at
the end of the road!

I h a d learned of the Mantles from
Randall Henderson, editor of Desert
Magazine. While making a boat trip
down the Yampa river, he and his
party halted briefly at the Mantle
ranch, and on his return he asked me
to get a story of the Mantles when
next I was in their part of the country.

"I'd like to know who they are,"
he said, "and where they came from,

and how long they've been on the river
. . . and why."

That was the reason I had driven to
the Mantle ranch—but it wasn't the
reason why I took three days to cover
an assignment any good reporter could
have filled in a few hours. I stayed
three days because I liked the place—
and the Mantles! The moment I
stepped inside their home, it seemed
to enfold me, like a charitable mother
hen accepting a stray chick; and by
supper time that first evening, I was
a member of the family.

For Charlie and Evelyn Mantle,
pioneering did not end with the ox-
team and Conestoga wagon. In this
high tumbled - upside - down merging
place of Utah, Colorado and Wyom-
ing, frontier conditions prevailed well
into the present century, and even to-
day, if judged by American standards,
the few folks living in this remote land
still are pioneering in the truest sense
of that word.

Hearty plain-spoken Charlie Mantle
sees nothing glamorous about being a
pioneer, because he has never known
any other life save that prescribed by
the hard demanding world of the fron-
tier. Born in the Yampa country,
Charlie's earliest recollections are of
riding after cattle in the notorious
Brown's Hole—a region then so far
removed from courts and organized
law that it was still a haven for the
fugitive renegades of three states.

One day, while he was working as
a buckefoo, Charlie came upon a strip
of bottom land a dozen miles west of
Brown's Hole, in what was known as
"the Pat's Hole country." He figured
this land was just about what he
wanted, and soon as he was financially
able, he bought it from an old man
who had claimed it under squatter's
right. In. 1919 Charlie - began the la-
borious process of converting the raw
acreage into a ranch. Seven years later
he took another important step—one
that he readily admits was the wisest
in his life. > ,

He married Evelyn.
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