


Desert Magazine Book Shop
ROAD MAP OF CALIFORNIA'S PIONEER-TOWNS,
GHOST-TOWNS AND MINING-CAMPS compiled
by B. V. Terry. More than 400 place names are
printed in red on this 38 x 25 blue and white
road map with northern California on one side
and Southern California on the other. $2.95.

A GUIDE FOR INSULATOR COLLECTORS by John
C. Tibbills. Long time collector and author of
several bottle books, the author has written two
volumes on insulators, covering 90 percent of
the field. Insulators in Vol. 1 (127 pages] are
different than those in Vol. 2 (119 pagesl.
Paperbacks, well illustrated. $3.00 each. OR-
DER BY VOLUME NUMBER.

ANZA-BORREGO DESERT GUIDE by Horace Par-
ker. Third edition of this well-illustrated and
documented book is enlarged considerably. Tops
among guidebooks, it is equally recommended
for research material in an area that was crossed
by Anza, Kit Carson, the Mormon Battalion,
'49ers, Railroad Survey parties, Pegleg Smith, the
Jackass Mail, Butterfield Stage, and today's
adventurous tourists. 139 pages, cardboard
cover, $3.50.

THE MYSTERIOUS WEST by Brad Williams and
Choral Pepper. Rare book examines legends that
cannot be proven true, nor untrue. New evi-
dence presented in many cases which may
change the history of the West. Hardcover.
$5.95.

THE WEEKEND GOLD MINER by A. H. Ryan. An
electronic physicist "bitten by the gold bug,"
the author has written a concise and informative
book for amateur prospectors telling where and
how gold is found and how it is separated and
tested, all based on his own practical ex-
perience. Paperback, 40 pages, $1.50.

BEACHCOMBER'S GUIDE TO THE PACIFIC COAST
by the Editors of Sunset Books. Provides infor-
mation about the publicly accessible beaches
from San Diego to Cape Flattery, Washington.
Complete data on what to do and what to see
with detailed maps. Large format, four-color
cover, heavy paperback, 112 pages, $1.95.

GEM, MINERAL AND 4-WHEEL-DRIVE MAPS com-
piled by Dale Hileman. Maps showing gem
and mineral collecting areas, roads for passen-
ger cars and 4WD roads only. Map No. 1 is on
Last Chance Canyon, Mesquite Canyon and
Iron Canyon in Kern County. Map No. 2 covers
the Opal Mountain and Black Canyon areas in
San Bernardino County. Map No. 4 is on the
Randsburg - El Paso Mountains area. All are on
16x17-inch parchment paper. $1.00 per map.

DEATH VALLEY BOOKS

Published by the Death Valley '49ers these
five volumes have been selected by '49ers
as outstanding works on the history of Death
Valley. All are durable paperback on slick
stock.

A NATURALIST'S DEATH VALLEY (Revised edi-
tion) by Edmund C. Jaeger, ScD $1.50
MANLY AND DEATH VALLEY. Symbols of Des-
tiny, by Ardis Manly Walker $1.25

GOODBYE, DEATH VALLEY! The story of the
Jayhawker Party, by L. Burr Belden. $1.50
CAMELS AND SURVEYORS IN DEATH VALLEY
By Arthur Woodward $2.00

DEATH VALLEY TALES by 10 different au-
thors $1.25

MEXICAN COOK BOOK
By EDITORS OF SUNSET BOOKS

Mexican recipes for gringo cooks have
been thoroughly tested and suited for
products available in the United States.
Includes comprehensive shopping guide,
all cooking techniques and recipes rang-
ing from soup to desserts and drinks.
Large, slick paper format, well illustrated,
96 pages.

$1.95

HISTORY OF THE SIERRA NEVADA by Francis P.
Farquhar. History of the Spaniards, Argonauts,
pioneers, military and railroad builders who
fought and conquered the rugged Sierra Nevada
Mountains. Paperback, illustrated, 262 pages,
$2.65.

SUN, SAND AND SOLITUDE by Randall Hender-
son. For more than 50 years Randall Henderson
has traveled across the deserts of the West until
today he is known as the voice and prophet or
this region of mystery, solitude and beauty
Founder of Desert Magazine in 1931, he has de-
voted his life to understanding the great out-
doors. His second and latest book is a culmin-
ation of his experiences, thoughts and philoso-
phy. Hardcover, deluxe format, deckle-edged
paper, 16 pages full color, excellent illustrations,
$7.95.

LOWER CALIFORNIA GUIDE BOOK by Gerhard
and Gulick. The authors have revised the third
edition to bring it up to date. Veteran travelers
in Baja California would not venture south of
the border without this authoritative volume. It
combines the fascinating history of every loca-
tion, whether it be a town, mission or aban-
doned ranch, with detailed mileage maps and
locations of gasoline supplies, water and other
needed information on Baja. 243 pages with
three-color folded map, 16 detailed route maps,
4 city maps, 22 illustrations. Hardcover $6.50.

NEW MEXICO PLACE NAMES edited by T. M.
Pearce. Published by the University of New
Mexico, this book lists and gives a concise his-
tory of all the places, towns, former sites,
mountains, hills, mesas, rivers, lakes, arroyos,
etc., in New/ Mexico, including those settled by
the early Spaniards. Paperback, 817 pages with
more than 5000 names, $2.45.

MINES OF DEATH VALLEY by L. Burr Belden.
About fabulous bonanzas, prospectors and lost
mines. Paperback. $1.95.

TRAVEL GUIDE TO ARIZONA by the Editors of
Sunset Books. Completely revised new edition
includes maps, photographs and descriptive
material for the traveler throughout Arizona.
Large format, four-color cover, heavy paper-
back, 96 pages, $1.95.

BOTTLES AND RELICS by Marvin and Helen
Davis. This latest bottle book has more than 30
pages of full-color illustrations with the bottles
shown in natural settings. In addition to the
color there are also dozens of black and white
photos of more than 500 bottles. It also includes
sections of collection and display of relics such
as guns, horns, cooking utensils and other col-
lectors' items. Slick paperback, 155 pages, four-
color cover. $4.50.

DEATH VALLEY U.S.A. by Kenneth Alexander.
An excellent photographer, the author presents
the moods and history of Death Valley through
his pictures and descriptive text. One of the
best quality books published on Death Valley.
Beautiful gift. Large 9 x 1 1 format, quality
paper, profusely illustrated, hardcover, $8.50.

1000 MILLION YEARS ON THE COLORADO PLA-
TEAU by Al Look. For 40 years the author has
hiked over and explored the Colorado Plateau.
Citing the area as a typical example of the
earth's overall evolution, he gives a vivid ac-
count of the geology, paleontology, archeology
and uranium discoveries starting back 1000
million years. Written for the layman, the non-
fiction account reads like a journey through
time. Hardcover, illustrated, 300 pages, $3.75.

METAL DETECTOR HANDBOOK by Art Lassagne,
2nd edition. Includes history, operating tech-
niques, interpretation of signals, and Directory
of Manufacturers. One of the most complete
handbooks of its kind. Paperback, 65 pages.
$3.00.

HOW TO COLLECT ANTIQUE BOTTLES by John
C. Tibbitts. A fascinating insight of early Ameri-
ca as seen through the eyes of the medicine
companies and their advertising almanacs. Ex-
cellent book for avid bottle collectors and those
just starting. Also includes chapters on collect-
ing, locations and care of bottles. Heavy, slick
paperback, well illustrated, 118 pages, $4.00.

FANTASIES OF GOLD by E. B. Sayles. During
his search for archeological finds for more than
30 years, the author was exposed to the rumors
and legends of lost gold and treasures. After
his retirement as curator of the Arizona State
Museum, he classified and delved into these
still unsolved mysteries. An interesting and in-
formative book on lost bonanzas and legends,
many of which have never been published.
Hardcover, well illustrated, 135 pages, $6.50.

WHEN ORDERING BOOKS
PLEASE

Add 50 cents PER ORDER
(Not Each Book)

for handling and mailing

CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ALSO
ADD 5 PERCENT SALES TAX

Send check or money order to Desert Maga-
zine Book Shop, Palm Desert, California
92260. Sorry, but we cannot accept charges

or C.O.D. orders.

FOR COMPLETE BOOK CATALOG WRITE TO DESERT MAGAZINE, PALM DESERT, CALIFORNIA 92260
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Covered with a blanket of
snow, Arizona's Oak Creek
Canyon has its own native
Christmas trees which con-
trast with the red rock
formations of the scenic
valley. Photo by Don Val-
entine, Whittier, Calif.
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AINBOW'S
END...

begins with a

TREASURE LOCATOR'

"COMMANDER" 720
This Go Ida k Treasure
Locator is unsurpassed for
locating buried treasure,
coins. Civil War relics and
for beachcombing. Features
"Tell-Tone" Signal. Locates
any metal object under dirt,
sand, mud, rock, etc. No
cumbersome cords-com-
pletely transistorized, bat-
tery powered.

When it comes to find-
ing your pot of gold, go
with the leader—go with
Go/dak!

EFFECTIVE DEPTH RANGE
*- (Under Normal Conditions),

Start out right—send $1.00 pre-
paid for authentic gold-plated
replica of a Spanish doubloon
found off Cape Kennedy.

GOLDAK COMPANY, INC.
1101-AAirWay

Glendale, California 91201

D Please send free literature on GOLDAK trea-
sure locators.

• I enclose $1.00 prepaid for my gold-plated
doubloon replica with pouch.

Name —

Address -

City

\ State - -Zip-

A Peek
in the

Publishers
Poke

T I HE 25TH of December will soon
be upon us once again and to

my mind it is a pity that Christmas
comes but once a year. The special
feeling of brotherhood to man that
fills the air is a good one. It is also a
time of the year when being warm and
friendly is accepted for its worth and
not with a grain or two of suspicion
that one must have some ulterior
motive to be so moved. The poor,
whose need is not any greater in
December than it was in March or

May, are magically remembered; friends and relatives who have somehow strayed away
to distant fields are suddenly brought to mind, cards exchanged and pleasant days
from times long past are relived. What a revelation for all if this atmosphere could
prevail for more than just one week in fifty-two. It is a pity.

The fact that the Holy Land is also a desert region brings us even closer
as the time for heavenly remembrance draws near. One should stop from time to time
to assess his reason and purpose in life, and a more fitting occasion could not
possibly arise. DESERT has chosen this month to feature an editorial and photographic
article entitled All Things to All Men. Two gifted artists, neither one aware of the
other, chose this time to submit individual efforts. The uniting of the text by Robert
Hiltunen with the photographs of Richard Weymouth Brooks produces a most moving
and appropriate presentation. We hope that all readers will share our thoughts and
perhaps, God willing, peace will come to all men as we know it on our desert.

Rounding out the December issue is the color photo of yuccas in bloom at
Vasquez Rocks in Southern California, taken by Roland and Karen Muschenetz.

With a New Year approaching we take pleasure in announcing not one
but two new columns which will grace our pages starting with the January issue.
For you rockhounds out there Glenn and Martha Vargas will be bringing you their
Rambling on Rocks which should be of interest to so many. Glenn has taught classes
on lapidary and jewelry for some 23 years and he currently instructs at The College
of the Desert in Palm Desert. For you dyed-in-the-wool desert buffs Eric Johson,
a horticulturist, presently residing in Palm Springs and writing a Sunday column for
the Los Angeles Times, will commence his Desert Gardening feature. We here at
DESERT Magazine are more fortunate than some—we know we're starting out the
New Year right and are sure you will agree.

Something new has been added to our little book shop. We have incorporated
a small Indian Crafts Corner with a selection of hand-made silver and turquoise
jewelry. And the next time you are in the area drop in and visit our "bead trees."

The staff joins me in wishing each and every one of you a Very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year!



Amazing 200th Anniversary Celebration
Limited Time Offer on this New Edition

OFF
on this new

200th Anniversary
edition of

ENCYCLOPAEDIA
BRITANNICA

You get all volumes now . . . direct from the publisher . . .
pay later on easy Book a Month Payment Plan

Few people are aware that the first edition of Britannica was
originally published over a three-year period. That is why the
publishers have decided to extend the Anniversary Celebration.

Yes, the response to our 200th Anniver-
sary Celebration last year was so favor-
able that Encyclopaedia Britannica has
extended the Celebration, by making
available to you now, a completely new
offer. Under this new offer you may ob-
tain this magnificent new 200th Anni-
versary edition — pictured above — at a
full 25% discount — for this year only!

In addition to this new offer, we'll in-
clude Britannica Junior, free of extra
cost, on our Cooperative Plan. Both sets
will be placed in your home NOW, you
pay later on convenient budget terms.
It's as easy as buying a book a month.
Benefits Passed on to You. You may
wonder how we're able to make this
dramatic discount offer. First, because
we hope for great demand on this mag-
nificent new 200th Anniversary edition,
we'd expect to materially reduce our
costs. And, because we'd like every
youngster to have the advantages of
these two great encyclopaedias—to help
with homework and to answer questions
—we pass these benefits on to you.
Britannica Junior is written, illustrated
and indexed especially for children in
grade school... easy to read and under-
stand, rich in picture interest and care-

fully matched to school subjects. It will
help your children get a head start in
school and it leads right into the great
Encyclopaedia Britannica.
Thousands of Subjects of Practical
Value. The new edition of Britannica has
special articles on household budgets,
interior decorating, medicine, health,
home remodeling, child care; informa-
tion that can save you many dollars.
New Edition Profusely Illustrated.
Britannica offers 22,000 magnificent il-
lustrations, thousands in vivid color. But
it does not merely show "attractive pic-
tures," it's the work of 10,400 of the

world's great authorities.
Essential for Homework. For students,
Britannica is indispensable. It is the
finest, most complete reference pub-
lished in America. Its use develops the
active, alert minds that bring success in
school and later life. May we send you
our special new 200th Anniversary
Preview Booklet which pictures and
describes the latest edition? For your
free copy and complete information
about this dramatic discount offer —
available only during this year — plus
Britannica Junior free of extra cost on
our Coop Plan, mail the coupon now.

MAIL TO: Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.
P.O. Box 2989, Clinton, Iowa 52732 Dept. 10033
GENTLEMEN: Please send me, free and without obligation, details of this amazing 200th
Anniversary Celebration discount offer—and your colorful Preview Booklet which pictures
and describes the latest edition of ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA—plus complete informa-
tion on how I may obtain this magnificent set, direct from the publisher, on the Book a
Month Payment Plan, and get Britannica Junior free of extra cost.

Name (please prim)

Mail now for
FREE

BOOKLET
and complete details

on this remarkable offer.

Address City

Zip Code

SOC-3 1-357-10-1 0



Book
Reviews
by Jack Pepper

THE CAHUILLA INDIANS

By Harry C. ]ames

There are few people who have not
heard of or read about the Navajo, Hopi,
Zuni and Apache Indians of the West
but there are only a few who have know-
ledge of the Cahuilla Indians of South-
ern California.

Yet, this comparatively small tribe
played an important part in the early set-
tlement of California by helping and
working with white settlers instead of
waging wars to protect their lands. They
did with peaceful means what many other
Indians tried to do with war paint. Un-
fortunately, in many cases, their under-
standing and tolerance of the white man

was greater than that of the invading
settlers.

First printed in I960, The Cahuilla
Indians has been out of print for many
years and has only recently been repub-
lished. A fitting tribute to the author
and a proof of the authenticity of his
book is the fact the new edition is pub-
lished by the Malki Museum Press. Lo-
cated on the Morongo Reservation near
Cabazon, the Malki Museum was estab-
lished and is run by the Cahuilla Indians.
It is open to the public and well worth
the time.

In addition to this book, James has
written four other works on American
Indians. His compassion for their past
and present plight is evident in all of his
writings.

His other books are The Treasure of
the Hopitu,, Haliksai! A Book of Leg-
ends of the Grand Canyon Country,
The Hopi Indians, and Red Man-White
Man.

In The Cahuilla Indians he tells who
they were, how they lived, their legends
and ceremonial life, and the impact they
had on the history of California. It is in-

teresting to note the Cahuillas belong to
the Shoshonean division of the Uto-Az-
tecan linguistic family which includes
such diverse peoples as the Hopi, Papago
and Pimas of Arizona, the Utes of Colo-
rado and Utah and the Aztecs of Mexico.

Other chapters are devoted to person-
alities: Juan Antonio, known as the "Lion
of the Cahuilla" who devoted his life to
creating peace between his people and the
white man; Fig Tree John, shrewd and
colorful trader who some people still
think found a gold bonanza in the Santa
Rosa Mountains; Ramona Lubo and Juan
Diego whose tragic story was the basis
for the famous novel and pageant Ra-
mona by Helen Hunt Jackson.

Miss Jackson's Ramona and her other
book A Century of Dishonor helped
bring national attention to the plight of
the American Indians.

In his last up-to-date chapter, the au-
thor discusses the complex problem of
the Cahuilla Indians today and their role
in the future, especially in the Palm
Springs area where swimming pools and
golf courses have replaced springs, cor-
rals and ceremonial houses. Hardcover,
illustrated, 185 pages, $7.50.

PACIFIC NORTH! GIVE BOOKS THIS CHRISTMAS
by Don Holm

A new and different kind of sport fishing guidebook about the fabulous
North Pacific rim. It takes you from skin diving for abalone and cabezon in
Monterey Bay to salmon fishing in British Columbia and jigging for tomcod in
the Gulf of Alaska and the Bering Sea. It also tells the fascinating story of the
North Pacific itself, weather, harbors, marine attractions, and includes an up-
to-date directory of all marine game fishes, fishing gear and boats. Compiled
and written by the wildlife editor of The Oregonian.
Approx. 350 pages, more than 60 illus. from photographs
Ready DECEMBER $12.50

OLD-FASHIONED DUTCH OVEN COOKBOOK
by Don Holm

An outdoor cookbook specializing in old-fashioned Dutch oven cookery and
in sourdough. There are many tempting recipes for hungry fishermen and hunt-
ers, including pot roasts, Mulligan stews, and dishes made from bear meat,
buffalo, woodchuck. It has a special section on sourdough cooking, and a section
of favorite recipes of outdoor writers of the Northwest.
Paperback, approx. 106 pages
Ready NOVEMBER $3.95

NORTH TO DANGER
By Virgil Burford as told to Walt Morey

The true adventures of a young American who sought work and excitement
in Alaska and found plenty of both. Penniless when he arrived he went on to
earn a good living as a deep-sea diver. He also tried prospecting, hunted the
Kodiak bear, and sailed with Alaska fish pirates.
Approx. 274 pages
Ready DECEMBER $5.00

For Details of These and Other New Caxton Titles Please Write for Brochures
The CAXTON PRINTERS, Ltd.

Caldwell, Idaho 83605



MEN ALONG THE TRAIL

By Neil M. ]udd

Neil M. Judd's archeological trail be-
gan in the summer of 1907 with an ex-
ploration of the Indian ijiins and natural
bridges in White Canybn, Utah. From
there the trail led to other explorations
in northern Arizona, southern Utah and
Guatemala.

Along the way he met the desert peo-
ple and settlers living in the isolated
areas where he worked. The well-known
archeologist describes the places he visit-
ed, the archeological endeavors, such as
the restoration of the prehistoric Betata-
kin Ruins in the Navajo National Monu-
ment, and relates anecdotes about the
wealth of people with whom he loved,
worked and spoke. Hardcover, illustrated
with rare old photographs, 161 pages,
$5.00.

BODIE: GHOST TOWN 1968

By Thomas W. Moore

Although the photographer-author has
selected a famous ghost town in Califor-
nia as his location, he could very well
have titled his book Ghost Town U.S.A.
Within the pages of this volume he has
captured the moods of the once boisterous
mining town of the West—the moods of
the past and the present.

NOTICE

Unless otherwise stated in

the review, all books re-

viewed in DESERT Maga-

zine are available through

the Desert Magazine Book

Shop. Please add 50 cents

per order (not per book)

for handling and postage.

California residents must

also add 5 percent sales

tax for the total amount of

books.

Many times I have walked down the
wind-swept streets of America's ghost
towns and, as I entered the silent build-
ings whose only sound is a creaking shut-
ter, imagined I could hear the raucous
laughter of the men who today rest un-
der Boot Hill.

Behind the buildings, which have with-
stood the sand and snow for a hundred
years, can be found rusty mule shoes,
rotted pokey bags which once contained
gold nuggets, and a shriveled and sun-
baked "high button" shoe which once
covered the tiny ankle of a "shady lady."
Was it the laughter of these ladies I
heard, or just the wind?

Tn his pictorial presentation of Bodie,
Thomas Moore has captured these im-
pressions and moods for those who have
visited ghost towns and for those who
have not been able to do so.

His black and white and color photo-
graphs are made even more poignant by
the imaginative text accompanying each
illustration.

The author visited Bodie during the
hot summer months and during the win-
ter when snows covered the buildings
and graves of what was once called "The
Wildest Town in the West."

Bodie, Ghost Town, 1968 is more than
a story or a collection of photographs. It
is an experience in which the author takes
you with him as he goes back 100 years
into the exciting and historic past of
Western America. Highly recommended
for your own library or as a gift. Large
9 x 12 format, full-page photographs on
quality paper, hardcover, $8.50.

STOP THAT
THIEF WITH
I OCKSTRAP

A revolutionary new design
secures all G.I. cans to your
carrier. Attaches to rear slot.
If for 4" high rear panel
state if 1 " slot or i y 2 " slot.
All steel construction, bright
zinc plated. e , -„
Type D Only 9 I IOU

Send for FREE Brochure Showing
Other Models to Fit Any Vehicle.

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. y
Route 4, Box 188, Salem, Oregon 97302 /

New factual
evidence
on the
legends
of the West

By Brad Williams and
Choral Pepper

This book examines many little-
known stories and legends that
have emerged from the western
region of North America.

Included are such phenomena as
the discovery of a Spanish galleon
in the middle of the desert; the
strange curse that rules over San
Miguel Island; the discovery of old
Roman artifacts buried near Tuc-
son, Arizona; the unexplained be-
heading of at least 13 victims in
the Nahanni Valley; and many
other equally bewildering happen-
ings. Elaborate confidence schemes
and fantastically imagined hoaxes
are documented, along with new
factual evidence that seems to cor-
roborate what were formerly as-
sumed to be tall tales.

Hardcover, illustrated, 192 pages.
$5.95

Send check or money order to
Desert Magazine Book Shop,

Palm Desert, Calif. 92260

Add 50 cents for postage and
handling. California residents

additional 30 cents tax.



Trail to
McCoy
Spring

by Richard A. Bloomquist

I N THE desert's heart there are hidden
places where beauty and mystery

abide, and where the pleasures of dis-
covery still reward the traveler of dim
trails. McCoy Spring in California's
Colorado Desert is such a place. Lured
by its remote setting, I found a land
lightly touched by man, yet rich in his-
toric associations.

The trail to McCoy Spring starts 29
miles east of Desert Center at Interstate
10's Wiley Well Road off-ramp in
Riverside County. Here you turn onto
a pole line road that parallels the free-
way for over a mile, then dips under it
and finally gains the McCoy Spring
road proper on the north side of Inter-
state 10. For nearly nine miles from this
point the unimproved track to the spring
follows the western base of the lean-
ribbed McCoy Mountains.

The bajada is rocky with rough washes
which the road crosses at close intervals.
A pickup truck or four- wheel-drive is
advisable, for low-slung passenger cars
might high-center or find traction lack-
ing in some of the arroyo crossings. Ex-
cept for the stalwart ironwood tree, which
thrives here along the dry watercourses,
8

there are few large shrubs or trees. After
eight and one-half miles of wash-hop-
ping a side road veers to the right, end-
ing at McCoy Spring some two miles
distant.

The waterhole may bear the name of
Bill McCoy, who ran a government store
in nearby Ehrenberg in the 1860s (Des-
ert, March 1958, p. 17). Or possibly the
spring was named for Jim McCoy, an
Irishman who arrived in San Diego as a
soldier in 1850, and who served as sheriff
of San Diego County and as state senator
in the '60s and '70s. (The McCoy Moun-
tains were within San Diego County until
1893, when Riverside County was
created.)

The oasis and its environs are an out-
standing example of the surprises that
so often await the explorer of remote
and seemingly undistinguished sectors of
the American desert. Here, around a
spring of cool water, are hundreds of
aboriginal rock writings left by earlier
desert dwellers whose trails and places of
habitation were rigidly controlled by the
presence of living water. The markings
are concentrated along both sides of the
abrupt and narrow ravine which knifes

through the bajada immediately below
the spring. Other isolated groupings ap-
pear on massy cliffside boulders above
the waterhole to the north. Here and
there familiar forms stand out—crosses,
"stick men," and signs apparently re-
presenting sunshine and rainstorms—but
for the most part these glyphs say nothing
to modern man, who sees only strange
symbols and labyrinthine designs. The
Rosetta Stone of Indian petrography is
yet to be found.

While trying to read a possible mean-
ing into a series of petroglyphs on a
a large boulder near the spring, I saw a
loose-skinned chuckwalla watching me
with unblinking eyes from the top of the
rock. With a scratchy slithering he hid
himself in a crevice when I ventured too
close.

McCoy Spring today is surrounded by
a low enclosure of stone. The thoughtful
mason left an opening at the base so
birds and animals might drink, too. A
black-throated sparrow did just that as I
stood motionless a few feet away. The
Indians may have departed, but the
spring is still life to other denizens of
the desert.



In Southern California's Riverside County there are
many hidden springs for weekend explorers. One of these
is the spring at the base of the McCoy Mountains
at the mouth of the canyon in front of author's truck.
Photos by author.

Over the spring is an arching length
of pipe which allows water to be bailed
out with rope and bucket. At the time of
my visit the water level was about four
feet below the lip of the enclosure.

The spring looks out of place in its
rocky ravine. No reeds or other moisture-
loving plants surround it, and only a
scattering of shrubs can be found in the
vicinity. I am sure, however, that the
giant ironwood a few yards down can-
yon owes much of its girth to the neigh-
boring water.

Many dim aboriginal trails converge
upon McCoy Spring. It is ever a fascinat-
ing pastime to trace out the old path-
ways, pondering their possible destina-
tions and unwritten history. At McCoy,
the sheer mountain wall blocks all direct

routes to the east, but numerous trails
radiate to the north, west, and south.
Those coursing north and south likely
fork to the east—and the Colorado River
—once the mountain mass is cleared. Far
off on the southwestern horizon I made
out the broad canyon opening marking
Corn Springs Wash; one path would al-
most certainly lead to that palm-circled
oasis with its abundant glyphs {Desert,
January 1945 and October 1954).

I followed one trail in a northwesterly
direction for one-half mile before losing
it in a confusion of shallow washes and
World War II military tracks. Simple
rock monuments still mark its course as
it dips in and out of the arroyos, and not
far from the spring three potsherds lay
together along the trail. In one wash
several quail scudded out from the cover

Continued on Page 39
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1875...

CALIENTE'S
BIG YEAR!

by Mike Engle

Once vital railroad equipment (above) now rusts in Caliente's storage yard. The
main street (top) as it appears today is quiet compared to the boisterous days
when it was known as Allen's Camp. Indian metate grinding boulders (right)
can be found in the vicinity.
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FOR THREE hundred miles^ the South-
ern Pacific Railroad moved relentless-

ly forward from the north. At Bakers-
field, the steel rails swung east towards
the western slope of Tehachapi Moun-
tains. In the spring of 1875, at Allen's
Camp, 16 miles east of Bakersfield, sev-
eral hundred Chinese laborers and their
Caucasian overseers set up their tents. Be-
fore them lay the difficult Tehachapi Pass.

For 15 months, while the work crews
struggled with the impossible terrain,
Allen's Camp, soon to be known as Cali-
ente, boomed. The single street resounded
to the boisterous revelry of the saloons,
the clanging and jingling of wagon bells,
and the noisy arrival of daily stages. With
outlaws, shootings and stage robberies,
the growing town soon held a reputation
for lawlessness.

In the early 1860s, an experienced
fheepherder and packer named Allen, es-
tablished his headquarters in a broad val-
ley beside the waters of Caliente Creek.
Supplies for the newly opened mines and
camps along the Kern River and Clear
Creek near Havilah were needed badly.



Allen was prepared to supply them. He
raised Jacks and Jennies for the miners
and prospectors and ran a pack train ser-
vice to the mines. Here the wagon loads
of goods from Bakersfield were trans-
ferred to kyacks and boxes. Here began
the long plodding mule trains across the
mountains to Havilah and the Kern River
to the north.

As the railroad approached Allen's
Camp, enterprising businessmen moved
into the valley and began to build a town.
By March of 1875, with the steel rails
only a short distance away there were two
restaurants, four saloons, and a butcher
shop. A woman by the name of Billy
Denver had nearly completed a black-
smith's shop. A daily stage line had been
established between Bakersfield and the
camp. Travelers could make the trip for
three dollars each way and boarders were
accommodated in one of the restaurants
for one dollar per day.

As the surrounding hills, verdantly
green and splotched with the colorful
bloom of spring, began to brown and
parch; the early summer temperature

soared. The dry hillsides, dwindling
streams, and explosive tempers in the
valley were obvious reasons to name
the new town Caliente.

Blasting their way through solid gran-
ite, cutting and filling across deep chasms,
the railroad crews made slow progress.
One correspondent, writing for the Kern
County Weekly Courier reported: "There
are 2500 Chinamen with a full corps of
overseers; five or six hundred one-horse
carts, picks, shovels, drills and crowbars
in stacks, with derricks, hand barrows and
sleds wherever needed. Powder is con-
sumed at the rate of six hundred kegs
weekly, . . . "

In the valley, activities moved at a rapid
pace. By the end of March a toll road
from Caliente to Tehachapi, at the sum-
mit of the pass, had been completed.
Stages and wagons, packed with passen-
gers and freight, in ever increasing quan-
tities were moving east and south into
Inyo and Los Angeles Counties. Pros-
pectors and miners, bound for Inyo's
Panamint, New Coso, and Cerro Gordo
mining districts streamed into town on
the daily stage from Bakersfield. The
Southern Californian of April 15, 1875
reports: " . . . 11 saloons, no church, no
jail, no graveyard . . . "

On the 24th of April, precisely at
noon, the first Southern Pacific engine
from the west pushed up the canyon and
braked to a stop in the center of town.
Three days later, Remi Nadeau's frieght
teams, their wagons filled with the wealth
of Inyo County's silver mines, rolled into
the town from the east. Almost overnight,

Caliente had become a full fledged rail
head boom town! By the first of May,
Bakersfield's Telegraph Stage Company
had closed their doors in Bakersfield and
moved to Caliente.

By early June, business was lively and
construction of the new town was going
ahead feverishly. Wells, Fargo and Com-
pany, as well as the recently established
post office were both housed in the new
railroad depot which was 175 feet long
and 40 feet wide. At one end was a large
loading platform to handle the shipments
of machinery and silver bullion between
San Francisco and the mines of Inyo
County.

The Kern County Weekly Courier of
May 22 reports a hotel, three stories high,
is nearing completion and says that it:
" . . . will be quite an ornament to the
new and ambitious town."

A few families, including 30 children,
lived in Caliente during the early months.
In June, the first school was opened. Dur-
ing the same month, the Kern County
Weekly Courier reported that there were
three or four barbershops, a harness shop,
three or four shoe shops, and a drug
store. Facing Main Street, along the north
side, were 25 saloons. There were plenty
of places to drink and eat, but not enough
beds to accommodate all the travelers.
One restaurant proprietor claimed, on a
single Saturday night, to have fed 150
persons.

By mid-summer, Caliente's population
had reached 3000 persons. The Kern
County Weekly Courier reported two
"Pharoah Banks" were doing business in



town. The newspaper stated that these
banks differed from regular banking
houses in that they refused to handle
paper currency. "Their currency is made
of ivory of handsome design, and is ap-
parently the most popular currency of
the place."

With the advent of the banks, the in-
crease in traffic and population, and the
inexhaustible supplies of whiskey offered
by the 25 saloons; Caliente quickly earn-
ed a reputation for shootings, robberies,
and reckless hell-raising. After the first

"Whenever there is a little stringency in
the circulating medium up there, all they
have to do is to go out on the road and
draw on the driver at sight. The demand
is usually promptly honored, and the
market is easier for a day or two until
the next stage comes in."

Caliente's last big fling as a boom
town occurred on January 7, 1876. Since
the previous October, the Southern Pa-
cific had held back the wages of the work-
men. On January 7 a train carrying three
months pay rolled into town. In one be-

Caliente's present school, built in 1950, stands on the site of the original Chinese
cemetery. When excavating, workers found bones and Oriental trinkets.

shooting, Havilah's small jail was trans-
ported 24 miles to Caliente but did little
good as it was far too small to accommo-
date the many outlaws that frequented
the town.

By the fall of 1875, stage traffic, bul-
lion shipments, and heavy express boxes
were daily passing through Caliente. On
November 29 there was an unsuccessful
attempted robbery of the stage from
Kernville. The next day, only four miles
above town, the Los Angeles stage was
successfully held up. Later, in a single
night, it was reported that the Los Angel-
es stage was held up twice within four
miles of Caliente. In December there were
two more stage robberies, in one of which
the outlaws escaped with the express
box containing an estimated $2,000. An
editor was prompted to comment:
12

lated, but long remembered and glorious
New Year's celebration, Caliente whoop-
ed it up as the half million dollar pay-
roll began to circulate through the sa-
loons and stores in a single day.

In May, 1876, track had been laid as
far as Wells Station, twelve miles east of
town. The work crews had moved their
tents further up the tracks. By the end of
the month, the Southern Pacific was car-
rying passengers past Caliente and
through to Wells Station.

The abandonment of Caliente as the
rail terminus and the departure of the
work crews signaled the end of Caliente
as a major boom town. The saloons and
stores were dismantled and moved away.
For several more years, Caliente, occupied
by a handful of ardent citizens, remained
only as a freight terminal and way station

for the few isolated mines along Caliente
Creek.

In 1909, an explosion of dynamite
stored in the railroad depot rocked the
town. Most of Caliente was destroyed.
Four years later, heavy winter rains and
the flood waters of Caliente Creek wash-
ed away what little was left. Today, only
the steel tracks and solitary black water
tower remain to mark the lawless past.

In 1950, workmen digging the foun-
dations of the present school, unearthed
a few bones and oriental trinkets. The
school, standing on a plateau above the
town, marks the site of Caliente's origin-
al Chinese cemetery. A few yards north-
west of the intersection of the Caliente-
Bodf ish and Bealville roads, a low mound
rises. On top can be found two large and
excellent early Indian metate grinding
boulders. Still further west, along the
Caliente-Bodfish road, are the remains
of a Southern Pacific railroad storage
yard with equipment rusting into oblivion.

Caliente's main street is marked by an
older tree-shaded residence. An interest-
ing bottle collection is displayed in a front
window; above the front door are two
antique stage coach lamps. Further down
the street stand the post office, general
store, and gasoline station. Across the
tracks along the north side of the main
street, where once stood 25 noisy saloons,
now stand the residences of today's popu-
lation.

A visit to Caliente is a fascinating side
trip into the past and the gateway to the
historical and beautiful Walker Basin
country to the north. Camp grounds and
public accommodations are not available
at Caliente or Walker's Basin. The sur-
rounding ranch lands are fenced and
posted. However, at Tehachapi Mountain
Park, 25 miles east of Caliente, and at
Lake Isabella, 34 miles north, there are
excellent camp grounds. Motel accommo-
dations are available at Tehachapi and at
Lake Isabella.

California State 58, between Bakers-
field and Mojave, parallels the Southern
Pacific tracks and passes within two miles
of Caliente. Twenty-three miles east of
Bakersfield and 15 miles west of Teha-
chapi, is the well marked Bealville Road
to Caliente. Turn north and follow this
paved road as it winds through the pas-
toral landscape down the steep hill to the
valley and town that once resounded to
the revelry of more than 3000 people. D



HOW TO AVOID by Jack Delaney

A BORDER INCIDENT

The photographs above and on the
following page are NOT typical of a
United States-Mexico border crossing
station. They were taken at Tijuana
during the height of the recent Opera-
tion Intercept which, according to the
United States Justice Department,
would reduce the flow of narcotics
into the United States.

It should have been called Operation
Fiasco as it not only failed to accom-
plish its alleged purpose, but created
additional bad feelings between peoples
on both sides of the border by reducing
trade to a minimum. What many peo-
ple do not realize is that Mexican citi-
zens spend approximately as much
money with merchants in the United

States as we turistas do in Mexico.
It is a proven fact that countries

which exchange cultural ideas and have
sound commercial trade relations have
lasting friendships. This article is to
help you understand both United States
and Mexican customs procedures so you
will "have a good trip and a happy
return."

I HAB NUFFIN to decuare!" This state-
ment of a returning United States

citizen at one of the California-Mexico
ports of entry led to a search, which re-
vealed that the man had a small portion
of opium, in a cellophane envelope,
concealed under his upper denture.

Suspicious actions of a woman who
appeared to be pregnant led to a search,
and the findings were that instead of
being "with child" she was "with mari-
juana!" Another case involved a unique

hiding place—a five-pound ham in a
bedpan! Customs inspectors, through ex-
perience, have learned how to distinguish
angling characters from law-abiding
tourists.

Upon your return from Mexico, if you
are transporting olives, are they green
ripe or ripe green ? (There is a difference
in the rate of duty.) Is the beverage
apple cider or apple juice? (The fer-
mented variety, where allowed, carries a

duty ten times that for simple apple
juice.) Is your souvenir a watch or a
clock? (A timepiece is classified as a
clock, for duty purposes, when the thick-
ness of the movement is over one-half
inch and the diameter is 1.77 inches or
larger.) These questions call for on-the-
spot answers by your friendly customs
man.

When you visit our good neighbors to
the south you are traveling in a foreign
country and must abide by the rules and

13
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regulations of both the United States and
the Mexican customs services. So you
should have a knowledge of what can or
cannot be taken into Mexico and what is
allowed or not allowed to be brought into
this country. Also, a few facts on the his-
torical background of our customs ser-
vice, and the present responsibilities of
customs officers, should help you to view
this service in the proper perspective.

The United States Customs is one of
the oldest of all government agencies—
its flag still displays 13 stars and 13
stripes! When laws pertaining to cus-
toms were enacted by the first United
States Congress they became known as
tariff laws. On July 4, 1789, President
George Washington signed the first
tariff act of the United States, making
the Bureau of Customs second only to
the State Department in being the oldest
federal government service in the United
States.

However, the origin of customs dates
back all the way to ancient times. The
Old Testament mentions customs duties
in the book of Ezra. It states that Cyrus,
King of Persia, said: "There have been
mighty Kings also over Jerusalem who
have ruled over all the country beyond
the river, and tribute, customs, and toll
was paid unto them." In the New Testa-
ment we are told that Jesus called Mat-
thew from the "receipt of customs." Also,
Paul in addressing the Romans, advised
them to "render customs to whom cus-
toms are due."

The origin of the word "tariff" dates
back to about 710 A.D. when there was
a town on the southern coast of Spain
known as Tarifa. It was named by Arabs
in honor of a leader called Tarif ibn
Malik. When merchant ships were sight-
ed, gangs of "opportunists" sailed out
and held them up with demands for
tribute before allowing them to proceed
with their cargoes. This became known
among merchant ship captains as "paying
the tariff." In due time the governments
of Europe began making similar levies on
foriegn trade and "tariffs" became a legal
and prolific source of revenue.

The primary purposes of the United
States Customs Service are: to provide
revenue by the collection of duties, taxes,
and fees on imported merchandise; to re-
gulate commerce with foreign countries;
to protect and encourage agriculture and
the industries of our country; to protect

American labor; to protect frauds against
the revenue; to prevent the smuggling
of narcotics and other contraband, and
to enforce the Export Control law of the
United States.

Clearing tourists is a responsibility of
the customs inspector. He endeavors to
provide courteous and efficient service
with a minimum of delay and inconven-
ience. If articles acquired abroad have
been worn or used, he will make an ap-
propriate reduction in their value for
wear and use. A spirit of fairness pre-
vails in the Customs Service—if at any

time after duty is paid an overpayment is
discovered, it is promptly refunded to
the traveler by mail.

When you return from a trip to a
foreign country (no minimum duration
applies in the case of Mexico), you are
granted a $100 customs exemption if you
have not used the exemption or any part
of it within the preceeding 30-day period.
This means that articles totaling $100 in
value may be entered free of duty, pro-
vided they accompany you at the time of
your return; have been acquired as an
incident of your trip; are for your per-
sonal or household use; and were proper-
ly declared to customs. All four condi-
tions must be met in order to qualify.

Another exemption, not clearly un-
derstood by the traveling public, applies
to gifts sent to friends and relatives in



the United States from a foreign coun-
try. These will not affect your declara-
tion at the border. Whether or not duty
will be assessed on the gifts depends on
the merchandise and its value. To avoid
the payment of duty, keep the value of
the gifts in any one day within a $10
limitation. Packages must carry the state-
ment: "Attention U. S. Customs—Un-
solicited Gift Enclosed," and the fair
market value. (Postal laws prohibit the
shipment of alcoholic beverages.)

You may import articles in excess of
your customs exemption. The fair retail

price in the country where the articles
were purchased serves as the value for
exemption purposes. A wholesale value
assigned by your customs inspector is
used for assessment purposes on the ex-
cess item, and the article carrying the
lowest duty rates are selected. Sometimes
payment of duty may be avoided by a
joint declaration, if members of a family
live together and are traveling together.

Be sure to save your receipts, list your
purchases, and state the correct cost of
items in your declaration—trying to put
something over is definitely not worth
the risk. Penalties for fudging are heavy
and hard. The law calls for forfeiture of
the merchandise, plus a penalty equal to
its value in these cases.

An actual incident involved a tourist
who failed to declare a purchase of

$10,000 worth of pearls. When discover-
ed, he had to forfeit the pearls and pay
a $10,000 penalty! If his purchase had
been properly declared, the duty would
have been $300.

Rates of duty are being lowered over
a five-year period. Many will be reduced
as much as 50%. Present rates on popu-
lar tourist items cover a wide range:
9.5% on motion picture cameras; 12%
on still cameras; 11.5% on transistor
radios; 36% on cigarette lighters; 10%
on golf balls; 16% on leather cases;
20% on lenses; 16% on chess sets;
5% on passenger automobiles; and the
high rate of 55%, plus 10 cents per
dozen for china tableware valued from
$10 to $24 per 77 piece set.

More attractive is the list of items that
are duty free. Included are antiques (if
produced prior to 100 years before the
date of entry), books (by a foreign au-
thor or in a foreign language), works of
art (drawings or paintings that are orig-
inal or handmade copies), postage
stamps, and frozen shrimp (a product
in which the Mexican area excels). If
your bag is bagpipes or if your desire is
to trifle with truffles, you'll be happy
to know that neither of these necessities
is dutiable!

Certain articles are PROHIBITED
from entry into the United States. The
list includes: narcotics and drugs con-
taining narcotics; obscene articles and
publications; lottery tickets; switchblade
knives; wild birds or their feathers or
eggs; liquor-filled candies; counterfeit
money; etc. Also prohibited is merchan-
dise originating in Communist China,
North Korea, North Vietnam, or Cuba,
and all goods containing Cuban compon-
ents. Restricted items must meet special
requirements before they can be im-
ported. Some of these are: trademarked
articles; firearms and ammunition, gold
coins and medals; fruits, vegetables,
meats, poultry; plants and plant products;
and live birds, cats and dogs.

Trademarked articles are articles which
bear a definite trademark of a manu-
facturer. Since there are too many to list
(such as cameras, recorders, etc.) if you
plan to purchase this type of article, be-
fore going to Mexico obtain the Tour-
ists Trademark Information pamphlet
from the Bureau of Customs office in
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CHILD OF the night, the little elf owl
sings in the moonlight—a strange

wild song whose eerie notes float out
over the vast and slumbering desert. And
the song is heard again and again, for
others are on the wing, hunting in the
darkness, their golden eyes aglow.

All through the night weird owl
music fills the air, notes soft and sweet
seem to hang trembling until shattered
hy a wild burst of hoots, barks and yips
like chortling impish laughter. But when
the first light touches the sky, the desert
falls silent. The elf owls vanish, not to
reappear until darkness comes once again.

Shy and retiring, these tiny owls are
abundant throughout the arid Southwest
in habitats ranging from hot low deserts
to mountain woodlands up to 7000 feet.
Little was known of their lives until very
recently although early explorers en-
countered them, and later field natural-
ists gathered a few facts. Then J. David
Ligon, zoologist, set about learning how
it was that these little birds, with appar-
ently no special desert life adaptations,
could cope so successfully with the kill-
ing heat and dryness characteristic of
most of their range.

What was needed first, he decided,
was some light on the subject, since it is
exceedingly difficult to check up on night
animals in the dark. So he devised a sys-
tem of soft floodlights in the area select-
ed for his study—a canyon some seven
miles south of Portal, Arizona. To his
delight, he found that the owls didn't
care whether his lights were on or not,
but went about business as usual. While
observing what went on in owl society,
he also recorded their conversation.

Ligon put in several seasons work on
these little insect-eating owls including
treks into Mexico in search of their win-
tering ground, since when it is too cold
at night for insects to be active the owls
migrate from all but the most southern
part of their breeding range. From this
lon^ rtudv. only recently reported in
rcientific literature, two main facts
emerge: first, a hole to nest in is of
vital importance to elf owls, and second,
in the conduct of their affairs, the dozen
or more diffeernt sounds they make play
a key role.

Elf owls are the tiniest of all the owl
clan, for an adult is only about six to
six and a half inches long and weighs
16

COURTESY J. DAVID LIGON

by K. L Boynton

onlv as much as three packages of gum.
They are cavity nesters. But small of bill,
weak of foot, they can't make the neces-
sary holes themselves and depend instead
upon the talents of the woodpecker
tribe. These feathered carpenters with
chisel bills and strong neck and head
muscles whack out cavities for their own
use one season. Next season elf owls
are in residence. Several types of wood-
peckers are busy providing owl housing
in the desert regions: the Gila wood-
pecker, the gilded flicker both drill holes
in saguaro cacti; acorn and Arizona
woodpeckers do the honors in the syca-
more woodlands; the gold and the ladder-

back woodpeckers work in Texas.

To small animals in desert regions, a
hole is a life saver. The elf owl uses his
penthouse in a giant cactus, for instance,
in the same way that desert rodents and
reptiles use their burros in the ground: a
place of escape from deadly daytime
heat, thereby solving the number one
problem of desert living by simply avoid-
ing it. Biologist Soule, specifically in-
terested in the role played by the giant
cactus in desert life, found the fibers of
this amazing plant possess such high in-
sulation value that no matter how hot
the desert day, the temperature inside a
hole in it never reaches more than 105.8
F. Humidity inside is also higher, par-
ticularly when owls are present, thus cut-
ting down on body water loss and en-
abling the birds to withstand heat much
better.

Elf owls are not well equipped by
nature to dissipate heat themselves. Some
desert birds, such as the poorwill, for
example, can open their wide moist
mouths and cool themselves by gular
fluttering, a special kind of panting that
takes very little work on their part. The
elf owl not only does not have the big
mouth area, but cannot do this without
n great deal of effort, which produces
even greater heat strain. Without his
hole house, as a sheltering protection
then, the elf owl is a dead bird.

Competition for nesting sites is rugged,
for there are never enough second hand
houses to go around. Woodpeckers them-
selves might like to renovate instead of
building a new one. Other hole nesters
such as trogons, flycatchers and nut-
hatches are also on the lookout for home-
sites in some of the breeding areas. So
the little elf owl simply has to get there
first.

Hotfooting it back from migration
early, each gentleman proceeds at once
to stake out claims to one or more holes.
He stoutly defends these, proclaiming his
rights in loud territorial song and in
battling contenders. So far, so good. But
the next chore is to woo and win a lady
in as fhort a time as possible, installing
her quickly in the nest cavity so her
presence will prevent other families from
moving in.

All this must be accomplished in the
dark, and herein is demonstrated the
great importance of song and sounds in
the lives of these little creatures.

The
Elf

Owl



Sitting beside his potential nest cavity,
our hero sings a commercial, advertising
his presence and no doubt enumerating
the advantages of his offer. Ligon, busy
with his tape recorder, was unmoved by
said song and clamor, but it fell not upon
deaf ears, for out of the night a lady
came sailing and landed nearby. The
gentleman immediately broke into song
number two, a new sequence delivered
with rising fervor, all the while hopping
in and out of the hole, inviting her to
come in.

Now, if at this point she responds with
a song that indicates she's listening, off
he rushes, returning in nothing flat with
a fat insect gift. If she eats it, they're
engaged.

But can he entice her inside? Perched
in the hole with his face in the doorway,
he begins his serenade, a new song, loud
and very persuasive. It may go on for 32
minutes before the lady begins to show
that she might be interested in coming
in. As she approaches, he gradually backs
down into the hole, still stoutly singing,
though his song is increasingly muffled
by the depths. The lady, overcome at last
by his charm and song, steps inside, and
initial housekeeping is at least underway.

From now on the little gent elf owl
has his work cut out for him, his role
being Chief Food Catcher and Toter.
That first insect engagement present was
just the beginning, for now he begins
to feed the female entirely although she
may not get down to egg laying and in-
cubation for a couple of weeks.

Scientists nod and say this behavior
accustoms the male to fetching food to
the nest cavity for the coming brood,
and accustoms the female to being fed
during the long 24 days of incubation
and staying home to mind the children
after the hatching. Termed scientifically
an important evolutionary development,
it still adds up to a lot of hard, hard
work for the master of the household.

If he's not johnny-on-the-spot with
food shipments the whole night long,
loud, loud complaints issue from the fe-
male in the hole. One fellow, upset by
the presence of another pair nesting too
close, spent most of each night declaring
his right to the territory in song and
fight. He ignored the calls for food from
the little woman, which requests became
increasingly irate in tone as time went

on. When he finally got around to check-
ing up on things back home, he found
he was a bachelor again, the Mme. hav-
ing departed.

The male's food-toting detail continues
right on after the youngsters are hatched,
the female as well as the young waiting
openbeaked for the next meal. And fur-
thermore, when the chicks are at least
old enough to sit at the entrance and re-
ceive shipments, the female begins to
spend the night out relaxing and preen-
ing, while he continues to work the food
detail for the growing young. With three
yipping, squalling youngsters to feed,
he's lucky his spouse has now gotten
around to hunting for herself.

Fast on the wing, the elf owl captures
insects in midair, or in a hovering flight
searches the ground. He's a foliage hunt-
er, too, purposely bumping bushes and
plants to knock insects out for easy grab-
bing. His feeding tempo for the young-
sters is a fast one, the nestlings getting
delivery sometimes as often as once a
minute. He even brings extra insects,
leaving them incapacitated but alive as
fresh snacks for the youngsters during
the long daylight hours when no hunt-
ing can be done.

Elf owls never drink. They obtain the

Nature's bousing
development of
Saguaro cactus for
the tiny Elf Owl (who
sleeps during the day
and sings by
moonlight) is
graphically shown
in this photograph
near Tucson, Arizona
by Photographer
Richard Weymouth
Brooks.

moisture they need from their insect diet.
Scorpions are added to the menu from
time to time, the stinger being first care-
fully removed.

The elf owl is a past master at camou-
flage. Clad in light browns and greyish
feathers with light and dark dots and
dashes, he's off to a good start with a
razzle-dazzle pattern hard to see at any-
time. Next step in the hide-the-owl game
is a sudden break up of body form. His
dumpy shape becomes tall and slim when
he stands high and clamps down on his
body feathers. He pulls a wing across his
chest shield fashion and — the owl is
gone! What happened?

When the wing moved into shield
position, a collar of white feathers norm-
ally hidden under the brownish body
feathers, spring from concealment. The
white spots on the wings stand out bold
and clear, white feathers are erected on
the head to form a big V between the
eyes. Gone is the fat owl outline, all
that is left is a mishmash of irregular
and unrelated shapes, easily lost in the
scenery.

A bit of magic this, one more in the
elf owl's bag of tricks that make this
smallest member of his tribe a very big
bird indeed in the desert. •
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The
Devil's

Punchbowl
by Helen Walker

EVERY NOW and then, nature seems
to protest the conformity of the

landscape plan. Without rhyme or rea-
son, she triggers actions to produce a
completely unique situation in an other-
wise uniform pattern. One of these odd-
ities is located on the fringes of Cali-
fornia's Mojave Desert, along the
foothills of the Angeles National Forest.
It details a bowl-like depression, of near-
ly 2100 feet, with an outer brim of ap-
proximately two miles in width and
length. Picturesquely it has been named,
"The Devil's Punchbowl."

The Punchbowl is a consequence of
the two famous earthquake faults—the
San Andreas on the north, and the San
Jacinto on the south. Both faults are a
part of the circum-Pacific seismic earth-
quake zone. A history of the activity
along these faults is evidenced by the dis-
play of heterogenous rocks found within
the Punchbowl itself. Heterogenous rocks
are those that do not originate from with-
in the immediate area, but have reached
their position by dislocation of sections
of earth, and the relocation of other
groups into the void. This condition
exists along the fault line for approxi-
mately 30 miles. The magnitude of the
18

movement may be better explained when
one realizes that the rocks that were at
one time on the north side of the Punch-
bowl, along the Andreas fault, are now
believed to be located 30 miles east along
the Cajon Creek!

From the bottom of the Punchbowl,
slabs of buff-colored rock eject skyward
to heights of 300 feet or more. Their
ingredients are compactions of both con-
tinental and marine sediments, believed
to reach a depth of 10,000 feet. Within
the past 25,000 years, this material was
compressed, faulted and folded, then
lifted in violent upheavals. Scars give
visual evidence of the force behind the
thrust.

History and geology are etched in the
weather-worn rock outcroppings. Igne-
ous rocks, that have been formed from
molten matter, along with their partners,
the metamorphic, or crystalline rocks,
which are produced by heat and pressure,
show the ancient volcanic action. The
Tertiary period, dating back some 60
million years ago, left both marine and
non-marine exposures. Other strata has
yielded remains of Miocene vertebrate
animals that roamed the area at least
15 to 20 million years ago. From the fos-

sils forfeited, there have been identifica-
tion made of primitive camels, three-toed
horses, a small antelope, and a skunk
type animal.

Today, a stream cuts away at the talus,
as it meanders around, between, and then
cascades over the rocks in its path. Dense
thickets of Manzanita and other chapar-
ral cover the silt and fine gravel surface.
At the higher altitudes, Big Cone Fir
and Jeffery Pine stand on the hillsides.
Down through the ages, animal wildlife
have found it an ideal location to burro
a winter home, and hoard their supply of
nuts and berries for a warm and comfor-
table retreat.

Early Indian tribes were aware of the
happy hunting ground. Primitive relics
and faded campsites of the Mojave, Pi-
ute, Apache, and Serrano Indians have
been left behind, helping us to fill in the
pages of history. Pioneers who settled in
the area took advantage of their prede-



cessors and hunted the hills, collected
the berries, and followed the traditions
of the Indians.

The first written notice of the Punch-
bowl was recorded in 1853 when Jeffer-
son Davis sent an expedition into the
territory to search for routes for a future
railroad to the Pacific. The geologist who
accompanied the party reported the area
was inaccessible. No reference was made
on the record as to the geological fea-
tures of the site.

Four years later the great Fort Tejon
earthquake modified the crack along the
Andreas fault, making its surface more
prominent.

Access to the bowl, in those early days,
was through the adjacent canyons, on
foot or horseback. It was not until 1940
that the roads were extended and im-
proved, making it possible for the more
adventuresome to drive, instead of hike
the three miles to the Punchbowl.

Survey parties followed in due time.
It took many years to acquire titles to
the 1310 acres, then to develop and carry
out a master plan for the intended park.
Finally, on December 4, 1963, the park
was officially dedicated, "The Devil's
Punchbowl Regional Park."

Today a paved road leads to the sur-
faced parking area. Window-case dis-
plays show the locations of the fault lines,
and acquaint you with the geology and
wildlife. At the rim of the bowl the
depths of the depression and the height
and thickness of the slabs of rock are a
spectacular sight. A well maintained,
family type trail is provided for your
use. It is a mile in distance, and dips to
almost stream level, then backs up in a
loop trip. Picnic facilities are available,
but overnight camping in the park is
prohibited.

For easy travel, whether you come over
Angeles Crest Highway, the Antelope
Valley Freeway, or San Bernardino, Vic-
torville area, State 138 is your goal. Look
for street 131 in Pearlblossom, and turn
south. Make a left hand turn onto Tum-
bleweed Road and follow the signs to
the "Devil's Punchbowl."

For a delightful weekend trip, check
with the Forestry station in the shopping
center at the intersection of 131st Street
and Highway 138. They can offer sug-
gestions of several desirable campgrounds
for your pleasure.

Bring your camera, artist paints, and
geology notebook. The Devil's Punch-
bowl is truly an example of where Na-
ture changed the pattern of normality,
and created a structural oddity for your
enjoyment. •

Structural movement, wind and rain created the sandstone formations (left)
which tower 300 feet with pines clinging to the faulted rock. A mile-long walking
trail loops down (above) to the stream at the bottom of the cliffs. The outer

brim is approximately two miles.
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The
Desert

is
All

Editorial by Robert Hiltunen

Photography by Richard W Brooks
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White buds of yucca plant blossom on
the desert floor of Arizona's Monument Valley.

As they have for thousands of years, winds
of Death Valley create a linear design

on the drifting sands. Once a booming
Nevada mining community, Rhyolite wages a

losing battle to survive as the elements inexorably
destroy its concrete structures.



Things to All Men
TO THE CITY dweller
it is a Dante's Inferno of
heat, thirst and dust; a place
to be avoided at all costs
and only to be crossed in the
coolness of night and as swiftly
as possible. To the "desert
rat" it is the promised land,
interlaced with dreams of lost
mines and Midas gold beyond
the next rise. The "rockhound"
knows the thrill of search
for semi-precious stones amid
cactus-covered slopes and
desert washes; a brief respite
from another week of nerve-
wracked traffic and deadly
exhaust fumes. The resident
knows the freedom and
serenity of the wide-open
spaces. He has created a bond
of understanding that can
only come when he has
compromised with Nature
and has been accepted
as a friend.
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Accentuated by ageless boulders, desert
plants seem to wait anxiously for spring showers
as a thunderstorm moves over the Pinto
Mountains and into Joshua Tree
National Monument.

There's the land—have
you seen it? its vastness
staggers the imagination.
Bathed in golden sunlight
under azure-blue skies it
stretches from horizon to
horizon and on beyond into
infinity. It is ageless; a
substance in God's plan of
Creation since the beginning—
and destined to go on until the
end of time. It has survived
the wrath of Nature; buffetted
by winds, sand-storms and
flash-floods it emerges
unscathed. The carpet of
spring wildflowers, blooming
profusely over the landscape,
is Nature's peace offering
and the Creator's symbol that
love will triumph over evil.
22

Far from being a barren
wasteland we find instead a
living desert. The denizens that
inhabit this land come in all
shapes and sizes, from the
tarantula and sidewinder to the
wiley coyote of the plains.
Plant life, over countless
generations, has learned to
adapt itself to this unique
environment. Tiny seeds lie
imbedded in the soil for years
until bountiful rains produce
their miracle of germination
and burst forth in a profusion
of wildflowers. The cactus
has a system of its own—
hoarding precious water it
exists through countless
dry spells.

Lost mines will forever be


